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NARRATIVE 
Of the Proceedings of the 
COMMISSIONERS 


Appointed by 


O. Cromwell, 


For EFECTING 


Scandalous and Ignorant 
MINISTERS. 


In the Caſe of Walter Buſhnell Clerk, 
Vicar of Box in the County of Wilts, 


WHEREIN IS SHEWED 


That both Commiſs1 ioners, Miniſters, Clerk, 


Witneſſes have acted as un juſtly even as was 
pollible for Men to do by ſuch a Power: 


and all under the pretence of 


Godlineſs and Reformation. 


w — — — 


Thou ſhalt not raiſe, or receive 4 e afalſe; eport, Exod. 23. 1. 

Si falſus teſtis perit qui iaſuralus teſtimonium dicit () Deut. 19 1% 
ad 21. Quid noſtris, qui ſuraii teſtimonumdicunt, fei ? Et ſofa | 
teſtis perit, 2 quid. ladici i ini que l. obveniet? Cart w. in Prov. 21 2: 


rinted for R.Clavelt at the Sagt. 1. bead in 5. Panlt gburch yard, 16 16: 
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Sts 


."Tody Honorable 
Mir, Anthony Aſblie-C ooper, 
- Knight and Baronet, 


And 
 Fobn Earnly, Eſq; 


of the Shire for the (ounty 


2 1, As alſo to the Honorable the 
3 and Burge gefſe returned for 


pteſeut Parkamery for the reſpe- 
TREE City and Rur 
ſame County. 


of the 


Renowned Gent. 


Am not ſo ſhort: ſighted, but 
that I foreſee to what excepti- 
ons, and cenſutes I expoſe my 
ſalf, boch by pebhiſbing ſuch 
a Diſcourſe as th, at luch a tre as 
this; as likewiſc, tha I ſhou'd ſo far im- 
bolden my ſelf, as to prefix your hovored 
2 Names 


4 


Names to the Dedication. As firſt it may 
be looked upon as ayery unhandſome at- 
rempt (to give it no worſe a word) in /me 
to be #»/coſonably ripping up old ſorgs, 
and out of ſome private 289 to be 
plowing up thoſe coals which I ſhould 
cover, & kindling that fire which I ſhould 
; quench, at ſuch atime, wheg. & al men 
ſhould contend for unity and concord ; 
and ftrive who ſhould be the forwardeſt 
to forget and forgive injuries, from the 
Command and Example af both our 
Cod and our King. As 2. it may be look- 
ed upon as a very great (if not an unpar- 
donable) preſumption in me, to preſent 
a diſcorrtoot faq à Subject as this un- 
to your Honored ſelves, whoſe utmoſt and 
unwearyed Care bath been (and may it 
ſtill continue to be ſo) to compoſe the de- 
ſperate diviſions, and to cloſe u the even 
mortal wounds of our languiſhing both 
Church and State. „ 
Be pleaſed therefore to hear my Apc- 
logy, as well as my charge. For the firſt; | 
« I conceive it to be a duty incumbent upon 
every man, (and neceſſarily ſo) to vindi- 
cate (by wayes lawful and juſt) his own 


re pula- 


ation, when it ſhall be grofly+ de- 
— | = notoriouſly andere! J — 
wiſc all infamous reporis would be taken 
for truths ; by our ſilence we confeſſing 
our own guilt, and acknowledging bot! 
the truth of the charge, and rhe juſtice 
of that power which hath rendred us as 
ſcandalous. This being (as I humbly 
conceive ) rationally premiſed, will be I 
believe as eaſily condeſcended unto: and 
then I ſhall take the boldneſs to add, thac 
pure Neceſſity enforced me to this Publi- 
cation, For ſo it was, that ſome of the 
Commiſtoners, Miniſters, witniſſes, and 
others, who have eaten my bread (bel ke 
thinking, that they had not yet enough 
undone me) have, and ſtill do, upon all 
opportunities offered,or ſought, report me 
tothe world for ſuch a one, fo ſcandalous, 
ſo ignorant, as altogether unfit either to 
return to mine own living or to be admit- 
ed to any other : and that (whatever 
there might be wanting of power in them 
to znfli ſuch a ſentence on me, yet) there 
wanted not crime enough in me to deſerve 
it, In ſhort, they ſtand it out, in aſſert- 
ing their own juſtice and godlineſs, and 
VA A 3 vou d 


would have the world believe, that Tam 
altogether ſuch as tie = labouted to 5 
repreſent me to the World. Now the de- 
fign of this Narrati vr, is to let the wothd © 


Lee that theſe ConmMiſsiveers and Mi- © 
nifters, whom I ſhall name by and by, 
have been as anjaſt towards me, as they 4 
were incompetent in Law. Ani (befide, 2 
that their Commiſston — oem 4 
an uſurpi wer, 2 an 
that their ig yo 

far more vile 0 Chou, 12 their 07 
dinante pave them licenſe unto. 

And for the 2. That 1 make my Ap - 
phcation to your honored ſelvrs : it was 
not only for this, becauſe you art the 
worthy Repreſentarives of that e 
where theſe things were tranſacted, 4nd 
ſo no doubt would be moſt ready t ap- 
pear in the behalt of any one whoſe truſt 
you have undertaken, fo far forth as ju- 
ſtice and equity were on his ſide: Bot 
alſo for this reafon; becauſe I have heard 
that ſome of thoſe who haye not done 
me the leaſt wrong, have in a kind of 
menacing manner reported ir, That they 
dend t Jour Htworeble Court 


with 


s by that —— were E 


wb the Depoſutions which were taken 

ai me : Which ſhould they bare 
3 2 I could expect no other from them 
but that they ſhould act after their old fa- 
ſhion; and if ſo(confidering the condit i- 
ons of thoſe Commiſcioners, Miniſters, 
Clerks, Witnefſes, and how they had dealt 
with me before) they might have preſent- 
ed me to the world, as a perſon netori- 
oufly infamous. Had the Nobles of Fe- 
reel, that were his Judges, or the ſons of 
Belial that were the witneſſes againſt him, 
been the only reporters of the ſtory of 
Naboth; none would have ſaid that Na- 
both had been put to death unjuſtly, I 
have therefore preſum'd to publiſh to the 
world a report of their proceedings in my 
caſe, even as they were: tracing of them 
from day to day, from the firſt to the 
laſt; and all along keeping my ſelf ſo 
cloſe to that Copy of the Depeſitions, 
which I received from their Clerk, as that 
I have not willingly left out, altered or 
added ſo much as one word unto them. 
Befide which (if you pleaſe to read this 
Narrative over, or buta fewlines in my 
precautions tothe Reader) you ſhall find 
A 4 me 


me charging them, bot Cemmiſsioner 15 
Miniſters, and yitueſſeꝭ with ſuch crimes 
which are nut only ochous in men as Chri- 
ſtians; but with ſuch, which were 
looked upon 3s vile and odious, by the 
more civil Hirt of Heathens. And yet I 
have not charged them with a: ſyllable 
which I am not able by prodfs to make 
good npon them. And now let them 
publ ih their Depoſitions, when, or pre- 
ent them to whom they pleaſe, I wiſh 
that they. may preſent them to your He- 
norable Court: having a confidence, that 
there we ſnall find ſuch Judges who are 
both wiſe and juſt. If they preſent the 
ſame which] here mention, (which were 
all I could get from their Clerk) you have | 
here anſxers unto them. If they pre- 
ſent other Depoſitions, thoſe will be mat - 
- of charge againſt none, but them- 
elbe. 


And here I cannot but wonder, that 
ſuch men as, theſe ſnould pteſume fo far 
as to talk of acquainting this Hhouorable 
Court with their e or indeed 


dare to think of Parliament but with 
trembling,or expect any thing from them 


"and were very 
were ver) 
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very men (a 


nmen 2955 as 
ich they 


dious King was ſo 1 murdered, 


. 
* 


and his Parliament ruined. 
ſaid, I cannot but wonder at theſe men, 
my meaning is not only the Cemmiſcion- 
ert, but Miniſters likewiſe : ſome whereof 
(if I have not been miſinformed) have 
had itin their Hongins to Petition your 
Honorable Court, that they might be con- 
firmed in thoſe Livings into which they 
unjuſtly intruded themſelves; and as 
unjuſtly diſpoſſeſt others of, Theſe In- 
truders having been their Judges, or 
elſe having had ſome other hand in eject- 
ing them; and their crimes publiſhed 
abroad for infamow, and called by the 
names of _ Inſufficiency, or ae 3 
8 when 


25 the grearef, ik not the only ſcan: | 
227 e 2 e ; 
get themieſves to break their Oaths, | 

of them had done, What was 
t to Petition your High Conri to 
n thoſe wrongs and ievances | 


* 


which you came to rear is? Nay more, 
what was it but tobeſeech your Honors to 
own and countenance that Power which 
had endeavoured che utter ruin of both 


King and Pesple? | 
Yar ney eroick and matchleſs act- 
ings (for which our cheerful,” although 
yer fceble Nation, doth honor and bleſs | 
you), have I think, taken from ſome ſuch 
cheir hopes, and from others their fears. 
Go on Renowned Patriots, go on. And 
bere let my humble lines addreſs them- 
ſelves to each Member of your Honorable # 
Houſe: and not only fo, but let me be 
ep my boldneſs, if I preſume to 
nock at the door of the orher mat Hono- 
rable Houſe likewiſe. My buſineſs is the 
Tame ro both, it is but ſhort, and a Petiti- 
on, but not To, but For you. May all your 
couſuÞtations be ſuch, as the great God may | 
bleſs, and proſper, May they be for him, 


for 


They, ud fot your Coun 
of all forge ate (6 19505 


e Fen wich esch other, that 
oy ring bros the bettet for bring „ler di- 
ware, To your everlaſting Honor , you 
have let the world ſee, 754· be happineſs 
2 of the hed, on of every member conſiſts 
mn ths, that 1 ſtored unto, and 
jet) di v. And doubtleſs our good 
cad meant it for a ſignal favour to you, 
not ondy that you were the 1offraments 
1 * he wrought his wonders , nay 
even his Miracles for the deliverance of 
ay! nd; but that you ſhould ſo wiliag- 
ly, f rah, ſo manimbuſty, even vun 
and fie upon this imployment, (and this 
it is which makes you the By inſtru- 
ments) and with fuch haſte bind up our 
wounds, that we may ſay, That 8 
removed the Iniqui ty of = Lend in one 
day. And whereas it is uſually ſeen, that 
thoſe who are for deſolation & ruin, male 
rp, ſtez a Gogle perſon in an hour 
overthrdwing that, which many cannot 
repair in many dayes; it muſt be record- 
ed to your Renown, that you, by your 
happy faculty in reparation, have far out- 
gone 


* an 


Thom: inn Wit 

2 2 1 e ihr ed 
Moſes ratlites the Sea, 
14 ever with them, 2 them 
to overcome the difficultics of the Wil- 
derneſß. May the ſame merciful power, 
which at firſt 23% you by the Band, al- 
wayes lead you on, 92 ey yoeg that you 
1 t work which 

wi: e ſo ſucce begun, and made 


5 lr £ progreſs in. The he l be the 
Prayer of 


Voie moſt humble 
5. 14. 1660, 


* a 


Servant 
W. 5 * 5 


pi? 
Gualt. Buſbnell 
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ings. 1 r t 

7 1 15 3 yea fi further, 2 re them to 
know , that ſome o 2 5 215 . 
acted, I di ber tb; owled; IT. 
for Gentlemen | Suck Civil ity and 
deration. But the Commiſſioners and Mi- 


niſters which I here ſpeat of , are thoſe 
that made ejecting of Miniſters a kind of 4 


Trade: And que#ionleſs to themſelves it 
w4 4 very beneficial ene: ſuch who were 
conſt int, and frequent, and furious in the 


buſi oo , and were theſe , Mr. Bliſſet, 


Ar,” 


ings. As 1, whenthey meet with 
ene Commiſſioners, they, are; 


and me, 4 ee 10 5 | 


buſineſs ) ne- 


Mr. Thomas Bayly, Mr. Hunt of Marlbo- 
rough, and of the Miniſters, Dr. Cham- 
bers, Mr. Byficld, aud exe of Marlbo- 
ugh, L think they coll him Mr, Hughes. 
Underſiand me to mean theſe eſpecially 
when you meet with any hard words uttered 
againſt the Cumiſſianirs I ſay eſpeci- 


riagdon. 
James He- 


ers thet they were ever 


medlinę with tha, which they had nothing 
10 do b. And 2, the Commi 

for. ten violating that Ordinance 
which they ſate, and according to whic 


ere to act, and that in many particy- 
. 4s in admitting and comnpyancing 
ſuch ta ſwear,(:f they appeared a ainſt me) 
which therr Ordinance excepted againſt,ln 
excluding (uch witneſſes, 3 For 
nt, Oea after they had been ſworn) which 


5 by 
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together with the ſubſcription * the — 
ponent : And Teburge ow , Commiſſi- 
oners, Miniſters, Clerk, for countenancing 
and incouraging infamous perſons , ſuch 
who had forſworn themſelves, and touch- 


ing ſome of RR, in their hearing. 
| Such 


ice by x their own 
roved 75 of 
orned, to their 
e ſhould have 
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THE | 
TRANSACTIONS 
at the time when firſt Lappeared 
| before the CommisSIONERS 


ſitting at the Bear in 
MA4RLBURROUGH, 
FEBRUART 14. 1655. 


£4 7 vertue of an Ordinance of OLIVER vet: i- 
| called the PROTECTOR, and 


G hy Council, intituled, An Ordinan:e 
Jo fer the Ejeding of Scandalous, . 
| rant and Inſufficiem Miniſters and 
Schoolmoſters , bearing date Aug. 29. 1*54 
wherein certain Commiſſioners with Miniſters 
offiſtant were impowred ta proceed according 
to ſeverall Inſtrudiont therein ſpecified, as by 
the ſaid Ordinance ( whereunto for further ſa- 
tisfaction I refer thee ) appears: TI was by 
Warrant from Marlburrough delivered & t me 
B by 


(2) 


by The, Cox bearing date Fan-21.1555. under 
the hands and Seals of Tho. Bayly, Tho. Hun, 
Gabriel Maitin, William Shute, William Bliſt, 
and Richard Phelrs, ſummoned to appear be. 
fore the ſaid Commiſſioners at Mariburreugb on 
the 14 day of February chen next following in 


theſe words, 


WILTS, 


By the Commiſſioners for the eject E 
ing, of ſeandalous, Miniſters, &c. | 
fming at Marlburrougb, this 21 


day of Jan. 1655; 


12 * are to will and require you Walter 
Buſhnell Clerk, Miniſter of Box, » 
make your per ſonall appearance before us at the 


Sign of the Bear in Marldurrouph , wa 


To 


Thurſdey come three weeks, the 14 doy of Febr. 
next coming, to anſwere to a Gharge of Articles, 
purporting matter of ſcandal! and inſufficiency, 
before ws this day exbibited againft you. H. reiſ 
fail you not at your perill. Given under our band: 
and Seals, the day and year aboveſaid. 


Walter Buſhnell 
Clerk, theſe. 
Oa the outſide, 
Mr. Buſhnell of 
Box. 


Which ; 


(3) 


n, Which perſonall appeararce I according - Seet. 2. 
, iy made, and after I bad waited till about 

e. Eight of the Click 48 night, I received a Ce- 

on py of the Charge in theſe words. 


WILTS G. 


= A ( of the ( harge againſt 
. Mr. Buſhnell , exhibited Ja- 


nyar. 21. 1655. 


1. That the ſaid Mr. Buſhnell i guilty of pro- 
er faxing the S abbatb day. 
„2. That he is guy of fre quenting Inns, and Al- 
the houſes, and drinking to Exceſſe. 

ro WY 3» Tbat be uſelb the Form contained in the Book of 

br. Common Prayer, and Baptixeih with the 

es, Sign of the Croſſe. 

19, WM 4+ That be is guiity of playing Cards and Dice, 

en 5. Thet be is guilty of ſev:rall attenyts by bim 

nd! made on his ſeruant woman to have committed 
uncleanneſſe with her. 

6. That be bath expreſſed his diſaffect ien to the 
preſent Government, in aſſciating himſelf with 
ſeverall perſons who were chief Afors in the late 
Inſurrect ion. 


Ex. ter me William Bliſſett. 


Vera Copis. 
ich B 2 To 


(4) 


To theſe Articles I pleaded not puilty, 
which I ſubſcribed at the foot of them, adding 
Further to Mr.Shute,and Dr.Chambers (the only 
perſons that to my knowledge I had ever ſeen 
before) tbat if thoſe Arzicles were true, then 
was I notoriouſly ſcandelow ; but if falſe, then 
were the Informers Notorious Slanderers , or 
words to that purpoſe. To which Dr. Cham- 
bers replies to this purpoſe, That the ſeverall 
parties ſhould be brought face to face. So 
that waiting only for a Copy of the Articles, 
for which I gave the Clark, (Mr. Bliſſei. 
Son) 2 1. 6 d. I was at that time diſmiſſed 
untill further ſummons. 
Sect, 3, Now I muft acquaint thee that theſe 4r- 


Slaughtenford, commonly then called Captain 
Travers. This Trade of Informetion and ſuch 
unworthy ſhifts being conceived to be almoſt 
all that he had to live by, he being looked 
on s a Fellow meerly Mercenary, framing 
Complaints againſt men for no other cauſe 
but that he might be hired to hold his 
peace: and endeavouring to diſplace Miniſters, 
for this reaſon, that he might have his reward 
for making room for'others to come into their 
Living. And I make no doubt of it, but 
that as it was hope of reward which moved 
bim to act, ſo at firſt it was indifferent to 
bim from whom he had it. A good Cru 
would have ſo charmed this Cerberw, that he 
would 
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32 
woold not have opened his month unleſſe ic 
had been in my bebalf. Nor do I make a 
jon of it but that as ſome. reward from 
me would have kept him quiet, 'or made him 
for me, ſo that he had ſome promiſes given him, 
or ſomewhat aſſured him in caſe he would ap- 
pear againſt me. The man whom they have 
put in my place hath complained. of the 
be bath been at in getting of it; 
(one muſt have 20 f. another 104. ahother 


10 L and 10 l. it coſt him in ſuch a buſineſſe) He told 
now there is no doubt but that h Travers me it coſt 
had his ſhare in this Dividend as well as in the bim 80 l. 


Service : Neither can I think that Mr. Sterne 
would have beknaved him (ask William Bliſſet 
the younger, and Tho. Cox how) as he did 


' ſome others, if Fobn Travers had travailed 


and ſwore for him upon his own Charges. 
And for ſome ſach kinde of man was he look - 
ed upon by Mr. Chambers himſelf, when he 
fir delivered in theſe Articles againſt me; 
who (as he hath reported) called for the 
Artides with a purpoſe to have tern them, 
— K. they were Exhibited by ſuch a 
And fince I have mentioned the Articles, 
and the per ſon that delivered them in, and the 
entertainment which they were like to finde 
from Mr. Chambers becauſe they were delive- 
redin by ſuch an hand ; let me now tell thee 
what (as he hath reported it) was the cauſe 
which made the DoRor forbear tearing of 

B 3 them, 


Sect. 4, 


(5) 

them, and that was becanſe be ſaw there the 
Names of any whom he tr, and took to be bo- 
reſl men. And here ( for an Introduction to 
the honeſty and diſcrstion bf the Dr.) I ſhall ob. 
ſerve this unto thee, chat ( as. I have been 
told) he obſerved ity that although there were 
tevetall names ſabferibed,, yet they were al 
written in tbe ſame band, from which it muſt 
needs follow, that by the Dodort confeſſion, 
the whole writing both Arricles and bands 
mighr- de all forged as indeed they were; ſa 
that nie thinks the Daler hath very much 
overſhot himſelf.in point of diſcret on, for 
he looks upon the Articles the more, becauſe 
fubſcribed with ſuch and fo many names; 
and yet 2 he acknowledgeth all the names to 
be written with one band which would have 
made any ſober man the more to have ſuſpected 
it. But yet the Dedor had an evaſion for 
this, for at my appearing before them at 
Cain ſome of thoſe whoſe names were ſubſcribed, 
deſired a fight of the Poper that they migbt 
know who had thus abuſed them which they 
could not obtain; yet the Dr. (ubat we might 
not prove bis Friends guilty of Forgery ) endea- 
vours to preſerve their reputation with a 
Salvo to ſome fuch purpoſe, "That their Names 
were written only by wey of a M:morendum, that 
in caje they were calted upon, they could Hepeſe to 
theſe Articles, thot that might be done without 
their knowledge: I think he added, That it was 
an uſuall courſe in the proceedings of theſe Com- 

miſtonerss 


. (7) 


enn. But now I muſt tell thee, that ma- 

of them whoſe names were ſubſcrĩbed to 
thoſe Articles, did touching my ſelf firſt under 
their own bands, cercifie to theſe Comm ſſioners 
the quite contrary to theſe Artic/es, and aiter- 
ward being before them and ſworn, were ſo 
far from teſtifying any thing to the ſenſe of 
the-Apticles, as that all they ſaid was to my 
vigdigation , all which was induſtriouſly de- 
cliaed by the Dr. and his Commiſfioners, for 
akhopgh there were many ot them before 
them, who ſaid much, yet we have not ſo 
much as their names in the Depoſitionsg, So 
that this Salve of the Doors although with 
bim it be but G/ D Ordinaria, yet is it after 
the rate of {ome of ſuch Principles who draw 
vp their Memorandums as they quote Texts 
and Abe, to the quite contrary of their in- 


Is. 


But to return to Jobn Travers, the reaſon Sect. 5 


which ( b-Gde commen report which rendreth 
him ſuch a man) moves me to think in this 
particular that ſome feeling would have ſtop- 
ped Jobn Travers his mouth, is this: Some- 
times before he delivered in theſe Articles to 
the Commiſſioners, be did ſeverall times, and at 
fall -bouſ., Alebouſes and others, ſpeak of 
them , yea and read them to ſeverall Com- 
panes, which I believe he therefore did, that 
the report thereof might come to my ears: 
and that that report might arm me to make 


in, and co take ſome timely courle that chis 
B 4 form 
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ftorm might be diverted : But now conſider- 
ing, that he who goes about privately to 
practiſe with an Informer, doth firſt on the 
matter confeſſe himſelf guilty: Next that, he 
doth reward him for one Crime, and thereby 
incourage bim to commit another: I conſider- 
ing «gin, that ſuch ſort of fellows will be 
no longer quiet then they are fed, and that 
they have (as fireng ſtomacks, ſo ) quick di- 
feſtions : Conſidering again that the Crimes 
which 1 was charged with, were ęroſſe and 
ſcandalous , and if true, deſerving a greater pu- 
niſhment then Ejefment: Confidering again 
that the Comm'ſoners mentioned in the Ord: 
nance were many ofthem Gentlemen of eminent 
rank, and looked upon as men of diſcretion 
and integrity; and conſidering that the In- 
ſtructions by which theſe Commiſſioners were 
to proceed were ſuch that had they been duly 
eb/erved, it was almoſt impoſſible that a per- 
ſon not guilty ſhould be prejudiced : For the) 
were toexomine witneſſes upon Oath on the bebalf 
of the perſon Charged, and the proof of the Charge 
ws te be made by credible witneſſes, (1be ſequel 
will ſhew thee bow they obſerved or kept to their 
InſtruQions ) being confident likewiſe of mine 
_ pon * to thoſe Crimes which were 
there charged upon me, and perſwading m 
felf that I ſhould finde — but Jade 
allazed with Equity and Candor in my 7udyes, 
1 lay, conſidering theſe things, I coſt my ſelf 
upon my tryall. But now how much I was 
| Fab © „ 


, \+:(99 
miſtaken in ſome of theſe men, how — 
pertineble, their proceedings were to the Or- 
D they oy how little juſtice 
1 found where I expected Lanſul favour, this 

ing; Diſcowrſe ſhall. acquaint thee. And 5 
indeed calling to minde that; abundance of 
Godlineſe which ſome of theſe men pretend 
unto, making that the Symbole to difference 
themſelves from other men, and yet obſerve- 
ing their acting: and proceedings 1 cannot 
but ſay as Solomon did, And moreover I ſaw Eccl. 3.16. 
vnder the Sun the place ef Judgment that wicked- 


neſſe was there » end the place of rig bteouſneſſe 
thet iniquity p as there, | | 
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The Tranſactions at my Second 
time of appearing before them, 
at the Antelop in Lavingron, 
April 28. 1656. 


Heard no more of this buſinefle from 


the + of February, 1655. untill the 
24 0 il, 1656- at which time che'e 
came a Soldier to my Houſe and delivered me 


a piece of Paper in theſe words. 


Mr. BUSHNELL, | | 
dm commanded by our Commiſcio- 
nen, 0 lis you know, that they ex- 
pet? your appearance before them upon 
Monday next at the Antelop in Mar- 
ket-Lavington, where they will exa- 
mine the Witneſſes for proof of the 
' Charge againſt you, if you intend 
to make defenſe thereunto you are then 

to bring your Witneſſes with you. 


Sect. 1. a 


Newſarem 31 of * Per me Viliam Biiſſet, 
"March, 1656. Clerk. 


Jo Mr. Baſhnell, Miniſter 
of Box, theſe. 


{ IT) 
As I ſaid before, I received not this Paper 
till che 2:4 of Aprid, ( tor his pains the Sol- 
ber required and received 2 5s. 6d.) And 
notwithſtanding I could then eaſily have ab- 
fried ſelf, and juſtified my non-appearance, 
both hecauſe the Monday next after the 31 of 
Harb, vn which by this Warrazt I was to 
appear, was April 7. and fo elapſed. more then 
2 Faaight before the Paper came to my 
bands: as {likewiſe becauſe I had not five dayes 
warning before hard as the Ordivance injoyns. 
Yet becauſe the Soldier told me that the Man- 
de) next mentioned in the Warrant did not 
refer to Marob 3 1. on which it was dated, but 
unto the 24 of April, on which be delivered 
it, and ſo muſt be April 28. as alſo being un- 
willing to move a Queſtion, whether by five 
dayes mentioned in the Ordinance were to be 
underſtodd five dayes inciuſtve , or exclufive, 
I ay being unwilling to make uſe of ſuch 
for fbiſts, which might rather render me 
ſaſpefied then any way vindicate me, ard de- 
firing nothing more then a fair and ſpeedy 
bearing I repair to Lavin;ton accordingly - 
-thall:obſerve this unco thee from the laſt 
clauſe of their Warrant, that they command 
me to bring witneſſes for my defenſe when as 
nme chad depoſed againſt me, and yer afterward 
when they had received Depolitions againſt 
me, they vejeded whom they pleaſed of my 
Witneſſes, and at laſt made a peremptory Order, 
that no more of my Witneſſes ſhould be — 
mitte 


(6 

mitted , of which more hereafter, 
At this time at Lovington' there appear as 
Witneſſes for the Commen-weelth (for that was 
the name by which they were called) Villiam 
Pinchin, Peter Webb, Thomas Powell, Mary the 
Wife of Henry Workman , and Jane Hendie 
Widow of Box, and Obediab Cheltenham of 
Ditcheridge , who being all ſworn, were re- 
uired to ſpeak their knowledge touching the 
Charge againſt me. I muft tell thee; that 
Williem Pinchin (as I take it, before he was 
ſworn) deſired to be excuſed in regard of 
ſome neer relation of Kindred which was be- 
twixt us two; but this I oppoſed, knowing 
it to be a piece of himſelf; he I knew for a 
long time had beeri the prime Contriver of all; 
and that the others who appeared there, 
were there by his procurement ; and that ſome 
of them acted according to bis Inflru@ions. 
I conceived likewiſe that tbi might be to 
gain the greater opinion from the Commiſſio- 
ners that he ſeem'd thus to bary back (for in 
ſoch caſes forward Witneſſes, even amongſt 
Heatbent, were not ſo well thought of) and 
therefore he pretends an wnwillingneſſe to that 
2 which he moſt deſtres ; for I am aſſured, that 
Mi. Bu, he would never have gone about ſo to excuſe 
Mr. Hely, bimſelf, if he had believed that ſuch an ex- 
Oliver's cuſe would have been accepted of. Some- 


— 2 what it was which Mr. Bliſſet then ſpake unto 


, him, that he had been lately ſworn before 
a other Commiſſioners (yea and there he approves 


himſelf 
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himſelf a Valiam Knight) which I conceive was 
ſpoken either out of wonder, that Williem 


 Fincbin ſhould now be ſo calm who was lately fo 
fierce, or elſe by way of invitation to incourage - 


himto 5 on. 
But thy 
Finchin goes on in theſe words: 


' Thet about Eight years fince, when Mr. Buſh- 


nell come firſt to Box, be feaſted bis friends on 


the Lords day, and having drank, liberallythat day 
there, one Thrift, one of the Gueſts was killed in 
the Tower there, but by what means this Deponent 
knoweth. not. And faith farther, That be know- 
eib, that Mr. Buſhnell have uſaally till within 
this two years frequented Ale bouſet in Pariſh bu- 
joſe, and have there drank, bard in Mr. Speke's 

Mr. Long's Company; and bave ſaw bim ſet 
there drinkjng after they bave been gone, but can- 
not [ay that ever be ſaw bim drunk. And faith 
further, Thet - Ar. Buſhnell have alway bapti- 
zed Infants by the form of the Common Prayer 
5 leſt Sabbath day, excepting the Sign of the 

roſſe. | 


Where I ſhall offer to thy conſideration, gc, 4. 


I, That although William Pinchin pretends 
he came aunwilling'y to ſwear, yet we ſee he 
comes not unprepared. I ſhall therefore deſire 
the Reader to take ſome notice of this depoſt- 


tion which conſifts of three parts . anſwerable 


to the three firſt Articles exhibited againſt 
me. 1. Preſa- 


| 


hinderance being removed, William gg, 3. 


Sect. 5. 


Sect, 6, 
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1. Profanetian of tbe Loud Day. 

2. Freguent im Alebouſes. 

3. Uſing the Common Prayer 4t the Bapti- 
zing of Children. 

I ſhall obſerve ſomething to thee touching 
all theſe accordingly as they lie in order. 

And firſt 1 ſhall tell thee that whatſoever 
William Pinchin depoſeth touching my Feaſting 
en the Lords day, or drinking libero on that day, 
er of the death of John Thrift, he hath only 
upon conjecture, ar elſe upon bear. ſay :< For 
he then upon Oath acknowledged before the 
Commiſſioners, that he was not that dey at Box, 
but at Broughton, which is ſome faur or five 
Miles diſtant from Box, and tis like enough 
he was there at the Revel, that being their 
Revel- day. 

2. He then depoſed likewiſe that this Lords 
day was Midlem-Sundey. 

3. He then depoſed, that I preacbed not that 

„ imputing it to Excefſive Drinking ; 
And yet we have not one word of this in the 
Copy of the Depofitions which we received 
from their Clerk, Whether it were ever ta- 
ken, or if taken, whether Indem Expur- 
eg hath daſht it out I will not 
ay. | 

I muſt not forget to tell thee, thet whiles 
the Clerk was taking William Pinchins D po- 
poſition, Mr. Byfield did often interpoſe, as if 
it had belonged to bim to teach William Pin- 
chin how to ſwear, and the Clerk how to enter 
it. 
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ic. Adding that if he wrote, ſo, or ſo, it would 
not amount to a Charge, for that the latter 
pert of it would contradid the former, or 
words to ſuch a purpoſe: (No Depoſition 
pleaſed him but ſuch as had poyſon in it.) 
And here I muſt tell the Reader that this Mr. 
Byfield ſeemed wholly to have forgotten both 
the Place and the parpoſe for which his Name 
wis put into the Ordinawce, for by that it is 
cleer that neither Mr. Byffeld nor any other 
Mager hath · any thing to do but only to 
afift che Commiſſioners in their adjudging who ſhall 
be comment ignorant and inſufficient ; whereas it 
is well known that Mr. Byfield intermedled in 
the matter of Scandall more then all the 
Commiſſioners belide, I appeared Nine times 
before them, where Mr. Byſield ever made one; 
and ( when the Pipe was out of his Month ) 
his Tongue was ſeldome filent : but either 
dilating to the Clerk ; encouraging ſame Witneſſes, 
thwerting with, and threatning and turning back 
others ; thruſting ſame out of dores, that they might 
mot bear bow things paſt : charging the Clerk that 
be ſbould give no Copies of the Depoſitions, making 
ders which were for bis purpoſe, reverſing others 
which were not; reading and explaining Afis and 
Ordinances ; concealing ſome other which were not 
for bis purpoſe, inſtructing and C atechiſing ſome ef 
bis Cemmiſoners : Of all which thou ſhalc have 
particular inſtances in the Seque!, But now 
in the buſineſſe which was properly his, Lxami- 
nation, my man was as mute as a Fiſh, for I 

remember 


(16) 

remember not that he propoſed ſo much a 
one queſtion unto me. he hath not been 
ſo favourable in that particular to every body: 
For he bath ( as I have been told) preſs d a 
Neigbbour of mine with a Queſtion very earnef - 
ly and cloſely ; and wot you what it was? It 
was ( doubtleſſe with Mr. Byfield a fundamer- 
tall one) What was the yearly value of bis Living ? 
and indeed when Mr. Chambers preaching at 
Bath on thoſe words, Joh. 14- 22. made this 
Obſervation, That Judas Iſcarias propoſed no 
Queſtion, but about Earthh things, as, What 
wil you give me? Might not this bave been ſold ? &c. 
I could not cheoſe but think of Mr. B). 
field. 

But to return to the Depoſition, Villiam 
Pinchin acknowledgeth himſelf to be abſent, 
and yet he ſwears as if he had been at Box, 
I am not fo. much a Lewyer as to know bow 
far forth an Oath will ttend, ot to what it 
will amount, if a man depoſe nothing but what 
be bath received by bear-ſqy. Amongſt the 
people of God heretofore the matter ws not 
eſtabliſbed, But at the mouth of two or three Wit- 
neſſer; they could not if abſent ſend in their? 
Teſtimony under their bands , and then cer- 
tainly much leſſe could they give Evidence of 
a thing which they never knew. In after Ages 
* 4 reported that they deponed after this 

rt. 


1. They muſt teſtifie from their ow 
ſigbt. 


2. What 


* 
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3. What day of the Moncib ſuch a thing was 5 


lone. 
3. What Maneth of the Tear ſuch a thing 


as done. 
4. What Seaventh ygar of the Jubilee. 


eoſedin ſuch a Caſe is no Teſtimony but a Re- 
rt, and ſo as to the Teſtimony and the Vimeſſe, 
tis falſe, alchough che ching reported were 
rue. ' Teftis falſus eft, non is modo qui mexdacium 
leit, ſed qui etiam quod verum eſt teftificatur cxj us 

m & indubitatam notitiam non habet, id eſt, 


e is a falſe Witneſſe, not only he who tells a 
ie, but he alſo who teſtifies a truth where- 
ff he hath not a certain and undoubted know- 
ſedge, that is, if he teftifie that which he hach 
either ſeen nor heard, nor hath had any Ex- 
tence of; which I ſpeak not in any wiſe by 
y of granting that to be true which William 
"chin hath informed in this particular; for 
I ſhall manifeſt it hereafter unto thee, that this 
report is both falle and ſlanderous, but only 
to evidence thus much unto thee that be ir 
nne, or be it folſe, yet Miliam Pinchin could 
be no competent Witneſs: of it, becauſe by bis 
Wn confeſſion he was et the fame time at 
aber place about four or five miles off, Ic 
hath been obſerved as a moit ſcnceleſſe and im- 
prudent piece of malice in the Chief Friefts and 
Elders, (and indeed Malice is alwayes ſuch ) 
C that 


And fare enough it is that whatſoever is udicum. 


eflatur quad nec vidit, nec audivit, nec expert eſt. Cane. in 
preſume they will not diſlike my Author. Pr. 21,28. 
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that afcer Conſullau n they ſhould order it ir 

Math. 28. Sanbedrim, I bat large Mone) ſhould be given y 
. , Souldiers to {ay, that h. Diſcipies came h 
nigbt, and ſtole bim away while they (lepi. K 
Fanſen in dormierant quomodo ſurtum viderunt ? SI aue 
Concor, mon viderunt, quomedo fucrunt teſtes? It they 
ſlepe, how ſaw they the theft? and if they 

ſaw it not, how could they be Witneſ«! 
Proportionably ſay I, if William Pincbin wett 

then at Broughton, it is impoſſible that he 

ſhould ſee it? And if be ſaw it not, how 

could he be a witmeſſe ? Such conjecturall re. 

ports or informations upon hearſay, I have 

known to have been rejed:d by Juſtices of Peace 

in maiter of Tytbet; and ſhall ſuch an Oithin 

one caſe be inſufficzent to help a man to a ſhil- 

ling, and yet in another caſe be enough to undi 

him? And cleerly theſe Commiſfioners gave me 
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here a taſte both of their juſtice and diſcretion, IM, 


as likewiſe hinted unto me what I was to ex- 
pect from them, in that they did nor only re- 
ceive ſuch a depoſition as this. from ſuch a man 
as this, but alſo ſet it in the fore-front, and 
_ it the Leading Depoſition to all the 
reſt. 

But now as to ſome other parts of his De- 
poſition, as to the firſt Article, wiliam Pu- 
chin (wore poſitively at this time ac Lavingtn, 


that the day whereon Thrift was kil'd. was 
Midient- Sundsy, and that 1 uſually kept Feaſts 
on that day: Yet at Marlturrouph afte ru ard he 
takes a greater latitude, and ſwears, That he 

Was 
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lefſe then two of theſetbree hath Willam Pin 
chin neglected in his Oach ; Judgment, for 
he ſwears raſhly and unadvi ſedly, miſtaking the 
Spring for the Autumn, and March or April for 
September: and that he made as little regard 
of ſweariug in truth, as he did to ſwear in 
Judgment, I am next to teli thee- 

For Wilien Pinchin at this time at Lavi. 
ton depoſed that I preached not that Aſternon 
when John Thrift wes killed, imputing it to 
exceſſive drinking. Whereas at Mariburrouꝑb be 
depoſeth, that I had received 6 s. 8. d. fron 
the Widow Hedges for preaching a Fune 
Sermon upon a Lords day in the Aſternoon, at tht 
burial of ber Husband Fobn Hedges. Now it 20 
peared by the Regiffer then in place, and er 
amined, that Jobn Hedges was buryed on the 
ſelf ſame Afternoon of the ſame Lords de 
whereon John Thrift was ſlain. So that il 
liam Pincbin having formerly fworn that I prer 
ched not that Afternoon, ſwears afterwards 
that I received Money for preaching à Fune 
rall Sermm at the ſame time. Another Cir- 
cumſtance for Mr. Bliſſet. I could not perccivt 
it, that any of the Mixiffers took it amiſſe, 
that I received ſuch a reward; ( perchanct 
Mr. Byfield looked upon it as a piece of Sci 
ledge that I took no more) but if they had, 
would have been teſtified to their faces, tha 
ſome one among them had on a time receivel 
ib/ee times as much for the like ſervice. 


Ani 
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dd then look, being thus palpably convicted 
by himſelf, and caught in his what 
Qall I call it? Perjury: Perchance ſome may 
fay; that according to the ancient notion of 


the Reader may call it what he pleaſe; yet of 
this Iam ſure, that with God, and in Seripture 
Phroſe, falſe ſwearing and Perjury are all one: 
Wich bim the Crime is the ſame whereſoever 
committed; and as the Crime, ſo doubtleſſe 
the Puniſhment will be the ſame: I ſay had 
you ſeen how Ghaſtly William Pinchin then 
looked being thus ſurprized, you would have 
ſaid, that there needed no more to have ſtopt 
william Pinchins mouth from? ſwearing , or 
the Commiſſioners ears from crediting him. 


poſition, which vefers to the Second Article 
5 Charge againft me. And he ſaith fur- 


1 

That be knom et h, that Mr. Buſhnell have uſnaly 
till within theſe two years frequented Alebouſes in 
Pariſh buſineſſe, and have there drank bard in Mr. 
Speke f and Mr. Long's Company, and have ſaw 
bim [et drinking there after they baue been gone, but 
tent ſay that ever he have ſ-en him drunk. 

C 3 Touching 


And now had you ſeen how Wiliam Pinchin Sect, 10. 


che word PMjwry as with reference to our 3,5 ibi 
Municipal Laws it was not ſo much: Or, 5 £174, 
ſhall I call it falſe witneſſe ? it was more, be- . 9. 14 
canſe he was ſworn, and the Rule of the Civil EAN. © 1. 
Law is; that whoſo ſhall depoſe any falſbood in Cod. lib. 4. 


Ihn, ſhall be beld guilty of Perjury. Bur 7% — 


But paſſe we to the next part of his De- Sect. 11. 
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Touching which, I ſhall offer to thy con- 
ſideration, , F 

1. Tbat we have here expreſſed,that he ſwears 
upon bis knowledge ; whereas we have not the 
word in the former part of the Depoſition, 
which may confirm thee, that What he had 
depoſed before, was either upon Conjedure or 
Hear. fey. 

2. Thoſe words, That I have frequented 
Alebouſes in Pariſh bufineſſe, I ſhall in this 
ſenſe admit to be true. Ms often as there were 
Meetings at Alehouſes, touching Pariſb buſineſſe, 
(which was but very ſeldome) I might fre- 
quent them ; that is, thoſe Meetings there, my 
Intereft ingaged me thereunto as much as ary 
mans: And that thoſe Meetings were there, 
it was not long of me; it is well known, that 
there was a Room at the Church-buyſe reſerved 
for that purpoſe ; which Room William Pin- 
chin (*tis ike ) thought not fo fit to carry on 
his Contrivences in; and therefore it might be 
a deſign in bim to remove thoſe Meetings 
thitker, becauſe he was reſolv'd (if ſwearing 
would doe it) that to that ꝙꝓlace with ſofet) l 
ſhould not come. Tis well known, that 
within theſe few years Willram Pinchin hath 
been a great Rate. maker, and ſeldome out of 
Offices; that he hath brought in large Ac- 
counts, and in thoſe his Accounts it will be 
made appear that he hath made but little 


Conſcience either of Honefly, or of his 
Oath, 4 


move 


The 
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The next thing in the Depoſition is, That Sect. 13. 


1 have there drank, bard in Mr. Speke's and Mr. 
L Company. As touching the firſt of 
theie Gentlemen, Mr. Speke, I thall ſay, char 
(AL have heard) this was nor the firſt t me 
wherein Villiam Pinchin orſwore himſelf, to 
wrong im Aad it is not unlikely, but that 
this conſideration, that Mr. Speke was my 
Patron, (and now he is gone, and ſo in no ca- 
ner either to be pleaſed or offended with any 

ing which I ſhall ſay, I aſſure thee, if ever 
ay wes, ſuch he was to the, vere Patrons, a 
Patron indeed; one who moſt freely beſtowed 
the place upon me, and I chink he never re- 
pented that he had ſo beſtowed it:) and I 
his Clerk, that he was loving to me, and Jas in 
duty bound, reſpectfull toward him; might 
move YViliiam Pinchin (a profeſs'd Enemy & 
Pareitibus, & Patronis, to Parents of all ſorts) 
to levell at os both. And I believe t that 
Witien Pinchin and I ſhould- have been better 
friends, if I had done by my Patron, as he harlh 
done ſeveral] times by his Parents, Couſer 
ch curſe tbem, and beat them out of 
oe, 


But further touching Mr. Speke; I could Sect, 14. 


never hear it reported by any one (un leſſe 
by bim who will ſwear any thing) chat this 

mean was ever given to intemperate 
Drinking, no not in his bealthy and ger 
fears ; but now in his latter dayer, and this 
is the time to which this Depoſition 7e/ers. 


64 ard 


Sect. 15. 
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andin which I had any knowledge of him) i: 
is well known that he was ſo valetudinary and 
croſie, that bis own Infirmities would have 
conſtrained him to have kept a temperate 
Diet, althongh he had not been diſpoſed to 
65-1 | 

And then as touching the other Gentleman, 
Mr. Long, that he ſhould be within two years, 
(that is within two years of the time wherein 
Wiliam Pinghin thus depoſed, which was April 
28. 1656.) in ſuch 4 place, and with ſuc 
Company drinking bam, will ſeem very ftrarge 
to any one that ſhall peruſe the Regiſter Book 
o the Pariſh of Corſbam, for there it appears 
(And ſo much was certified to the Gonmiſic- 
ners, at their laft ſitting at Lavington, under 
the hand of the ſworn Regsffer of Corſbam, ) 
that this Mr. Long was buryed , December 9. 
1651, So that if William Pinchin ſwore truly, 
it muſt needs follow that this Mr. Long was 
drinking bard at Box, more then two yea! 
after he was in his Grave at Cor (ham. Another 
Circumſtance for Mr, Bliſſet. | 

There is in the cloſe of this part of the 
Depoſition, That be cannot ſy that ever he ſer 
me drunk; Which Clauſe I would have the 


Reader to bear in his minde untill the Tran 
«ctions of the next day. 


Sect. 16. Paſſe we now to the laſt part of his Depo- 


ſition which refers to the third Article of 
Charge exhibited againſt me, it is this, 


The 


0257 
. "That Mr. Buſhnell have alwayes baptized In- 
5 by the ſorm of Common Prayer, til! the 
leſt Sabbath day, excepting the Sign of ib 


Croſſe. | 92 

To which for preſent I ſhall ſay but only 
this, that for any thing William Pinchin knew, 
it might be ſo, or it might be otherwiſe; for 
( excepting the Sabbath which he ſpeaks of in 
his Depoſition, whereon he ftaid for a godly 
purpoſe no doubt) it was none of his uſe in 
ow ſew times he came to Church to ſtay ſo 
long till Children were Baptized. 

The next Depoſition taken, was the Depo- Sect. 17. 
ſition of Peter Webb, in theſe words, 

That be bave often ſeen Mr. Buſhnell at Ale- 
bouſer, but only about Pariſh buſineſſe. And faith 
further, That at Michaelmas ws Twelve Monet h 
be Baptized this Deponents Childe by part of the Book, 
of Common Prayer, and that gbout four or five 
years ſince, be ſaw bim playing at Cards at Mr. 
Speke's. 

This Depoſition ( becauſe it hath nothing 
ſingular in it but playing at Cards, which will 
fall under another Depoſition ) I ſhall ar pre- 
ſent paſſe over. 

Next comes Obadiab Cheltenham, and ſwears, Sect. 18. 
That be have often ſeen Mr. Buſhnell at Clarks 
Alebouſe in Box, and at the George at Corſham, 
from five years paſt, till within two years, but never 
ſaw bim drink to exceſſe. 

No nor ſo much as drink neither, for his 
words were, That at Corſham he did wy 

00 
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Seck. 19. 


626) 
look into the Ren where I was , belike be 
means the Room where (after the Sermon was 
ended) the Ordinery was kept. I wonder he 
had not charged me with frequenting Inns and 
Alehouſes at Levington, Gain, Mer{burrough, in 
attendance to theſe Commiſſioners: For I can 
aſſure thee, that ſince Icame to Box, I never 
lodp'd ſo many nights in Inzs and Alebouſes, 
nor have ſpent a Tenth part of Money in 
thoſe Inns and Alebouſes, as I have parted 
withall in this bufineſſe : And perchance ſome 
body, who knows the Pulſe of the Marlbur- 
rough Conmiſſioners very well, will (when I have 
told him all which I intend ) ſay, that my 
Diſcharge might have been procured at a 
much eaſier rate then mine undoing 

But I muſt tell thee, that Obadiab Chelten- 
bam was far more fi: ros at Lavington then his 
Depoſition repreſents him: For (beſide that 
he there thwarted with one witneſſe, and prompts 
another) he then upon Oath informs the 
Commiſſioners, That I bad uſed a Prayer before Ser- 
men ſo often, that the very Boyes of the Street could 
repeat it and laugb at it, Which paſſige ic ſeems, 
Mr. Chambers noted, for ( as I have been told) 
he reported it in another place: Now fince 
Obadiah Cheltenham had alwayes free admiſſion 
to them, and a gratiow Countenance from Mr. 
Chembers and Mr. Byfield, I may conjecture, 
that in private at leaſt this was look'd upon 
as matter of Charge apainſt me. 


In 


on wn 


(37) 


In order to my V indication in this particu- Sect, 20. 
lar, I ſhall offer to thy conſideration theſe 


1. That I conceive it not to be any crime 
in a Miniſter to uſe a Set Form of Prayer. 

2, That I conceive it not any crime in a 
Miniſter, to uſe the ſame ſet form of Prayer 
more then ones. I am not the firſt that ſayeth, 
That the gift „f Prayer doth not exclude meant, 
and endeavours of our own; as premeditation, di- 
ligence » ſtudy, both of matter, order, words: 
Nor did Jever take praying in, or by, or with 
the Spirit, and Extempore, untbought of, unpre- 
meditated Prayer, for one and the ſame thing, 
My preſent judgment is, that as to the publique 
there is no ſuch praying by the Spirit as when 
we have ſeriouſly conſidered and bethought our 
ſelver ofarehand, both of what we have to pray 
for, and of whom we are to ask it. Nor em 
I ſingular in it if I ſhould ſay, that the Spirit 


deth then belp our Infirmities, when as with due Danews in 
affeions , and requiſite ardency of deſire, we rat. Dom. 
pray as we have premeditated, or have been 7. c. 


tavght. And if it happen, that the people are 
well acquainted with it, it is ſo much the 
better, the buſineſſe is their own, and of ſuch 
a nature as that it is a b«ſineſſe which neerly 
concerns them, and as I conceive it the Mini- 
fters duty to fit bis publique Projers ſo as they 
may be moſt for publique ſe, ſo I conceive it fit 
likewife, that the Congregation be well ac- 
qaeinted with both the matter and order of _ 

chat 


(238) - 


that both the one and the other may ergege 
with the greater fervency, becauſe they all know, 
how neerly they are concerned in it; and can 
all joyfully ſay Amen unto it. And to give 
me thy thoughts in this particular, I ſay, that 
as the Example of thoſe who have attempted 
this unpremeditated wey could never incourage 
me to attempt the like, ſo neither have the Ar- 
guments which they urge againſt this premeditate 
way of Prayer prevailed ſo far with me, as 
to make me change my minde. 
Sect. 21. But now as to mine own particular, I ſhall 
ſay thus much, That I have formerly made 
uſe of the ſame Prayer in Congregations far 
more judiciow and numerow then is that of 
Bex, yet I could never hear any thing taxed 
in it, as miibeſeeminꝑ or ridiculow : No nor at 
Box neither, unleſſe it were by William Pinobin, 
and Obadiab Cbelienbam, or ſuch like, who 
may have the inpudence to diſlike what they 
have not the grace to practice. Nay, even at 
Box, Iam confident of it, Obadiab Cheltenham 
may go throughout the whole Pariſh, and be 
ſo far from finding Boye, or Boyes that laugh at 
it, as that he ſhall not finde any one that 
remembers ſo much as three lines of it: And 
therefore I look' upon this as a double ſlander, 
againſt the Boyes and my ſelf. 

Ic was at this time and place likewiſe that 
Obadiab Cheltenham prompted Thomas Powe! 
another Witneſſe, to inform, That 1 had 
preacbed unpreſitable Ddrine; what it was, we 


ſhall 


Sect, 22. 


(29) 
bull have when we come to The. Powels De- 
poſition. And doubrleſſe, Obadiab Cheltenham 
would have bad the Commiſſioners believe, that 
there was nothing but good meaning in all 
this; that the deſire of his heart, and his ut. 
moſt aims were, that they might be ſed with 
Frod Wh wholfome and convenient for them ; and 
therefore I muſt be repreſented as an unprofita- 
ble Teacher, and ſo to be laid aſide, ſo co uſher 
in an*+xpedience to theſe their Godly deſires : 


' But fee now how the event hath bewraid all. 


Mr. Stern hath lately told me, that theſe men, 
Wilken Pincbin, and Obadiab Cheltenbam, invite 
bim to Ber with much importunity, and ma- 
ny promiſes, even beſeeching him to come 
and pteach Chriſt among them, of which for 
a long time they ſaid that they had a great 
want; and therefore ( like the man of Macedo- 
me in Paul's Viſion ) they pray bim to come unto 
therſand-belp them: But (ſaid he) all chis was 
but for ſome Intereſt of their n, their gan 
( belike ) being cheir-godlineſe ; William Pin- 
abin of late coming but ſeldome to Church, 
and Obadiah Chelienbam being (as tis ſaid) a 
— 2 of the Meetings of the Anabap- 
in. * 

Next comes Thomas Powel , and depoſeth, 
Thut * ſometimes, till within Four years paſt , he 
bave ſeen Mr Buſhnell in Raynalds and Baylies 
Alebouſes in Box, but knowes not what drew bim 
thither': But neuer ſaw bim drink to exceſſe. 
And faith, That till within three or four years 


paſt, 


Juh 13. 
4651. 


May 15. 
1653. 


Sect. 24. To which I ſhall ay, that if Tbaua Poe 


(39) 
paſt, Mr. Zuſhnell beve baptized by the Form of 
Common Prayer. Aud tht «bout two year; 
finee, Mr. Buſnnell prescbing ag4inſt Malice, (cid 
That Malicious perjons were tbe Devils Nymphs, 
and wiſhed them with him for their wager. 


had been then demanded when he had been laſt 
at Rainalds, he would have; been made confeſſe 
that he had not been there in ſi years before, 
and therefore poſſibly he could not ſee me 
there within four hear. But now whereas he 
adds, be knew net what buſineſſe drew wee thither, 
I doubt me that he wilfully forgets himſelf, 
for he cannot but remember that the buſi · 
neſſe which once drew me to Baie, Was bis 
own ; to compoſe a difference then depending 
betwixt himſelf, and a Neighbour whom be 
then melicioufly and ſpiteſuly proſecuted; about 
which we ſpent the greater part of the night: 
and I believe that he cannot forget that the 
buſinefle which drew me to Bailics at another 
time was to beg relief for Mariburroygh, where 
on the Lords Day we found him ſitting at a 
Table with a 7up before him: when and [+ a 
with ſome adoe he bountifully advanced a 
Groat towards that charitable work; -wtiich 
was not ſo much as we received from ſome 
who lived in the Churcb-houſe, and received 
Aims of our Monetbly Colle&ion ; Nor had our 
Benevolence to Meriburreugb , amounted ſo 
high as it did, unleſſe ſome among us had 


been 


- 
» * 


a 
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(31) 
been far more liberall then Thomas Powel was. 
Now I cannot readily remember that I ever 
um Tho. Powe! at. Bazlies but only at thoſe 


times. 


oned Marlburrough, I muſt tell thee, that ſome 
of that place (ſuch whom I believe had their 
ſhyre in the Dividend) have ſince made me 
but à very ſorry reguital, either for my pains 
for them, or my Charity towards them. I 
little thought it, when I went about from 
houſe to houſe throughout our whole Pariſh 
and Tytbings, for ſeverall dayes together, wich 


much importunity too, to beg for Marlburroygb, 
that Marlburrough men, (within three years Mr,p/;ſ:e, 


And ſince I have on this occaſion menti- Sect, 25; 


after, ſitting in their Pately bouſes, built at Mr. Hunt, 


the Count ren and other mens Charges) ſhould 


be with the fit that ſhould turn me out of 


dores: That thoſe who (had it not been for 
the Benevolence of the Countrey, which was 
much advanced by the induſtry of the Miniſters) 
might have ſate without doret, ſhould with a 
breath leaveus in as ſad or a ſadder condition 
then the fire leſt them. And thus much will 
I ſay more as to mine own particular, that 
my Purſe as well as my Pains went very 
far for them, for they received more from 
me, and my little Family then from all thoſe 22 
whom they countenanced and encouraged to 
ſwear againſt me: I recorded it in our Pariſh 
Regiffer Book, both the ſum which was col- 


lected for them, as alſo the names of the nes 
who 


i 


Mr. Tho. 


Bayiy. 


'At the 
white Hat Which one of the Mariburreugh men, (Mr. Tho. 


s Marlb. 


Fuly 2. 
1656. 


Sect. 26. 


, (32) 
who beſtowed their pains in Collecting of it. 


Bayly peruſing the Regiſter Book) noted, how 
he liked it I know not, perchance not ſo well. 
Ihave read of thoſe of that diſpoſition, that 
being once aloſt, cannot endure to be told that 
ever they went, or ſent « begging; but when 
they were 6n their leggs again, their main 
Endeavours ſhould be to remove or cruſb them 
who liſted them up, for fear it ſhould be known 
that they had been down. Now whether 1 
incur d the Merlburrough mens diſpleaſure in 
being ſo ſaucie as to commit their ( ſometime) 
indigent and begging condition to Pofterity, (they 
though moſt willing to receive, yet as unwil- 
ling to be told of it) I will not judge. TIhave 
not now our Regiſter Book at command, but 
for want of that let theſe Papers remain as a 
record to teffifie to the preſent and future 
times how theſe Mariburrough men have re- 
quited me. | 

But to return, the next thing in Tho. Per- 
e's Depoſition is, That be never ſaw me drink to 
exceſſe : Which I ſhall defire the Reader to 
keep in his memory till the TranſeGions of the 
next day. 

Next he ſwears, That til within this three or 
four years, Mr. Buſhnell bave baptizid by the 
Formef Common Prayer. 

To which I ſhall reply only this, that as 
this was nothing to the Ordinance by which 
theſe Commiſſioners ſate and acted, ſo it was 
More 


(33) 


dort chen Thomas Powel knew, for he was 


F ' 


50. mari that ſeldome came to Chareb, nor do 
W M;-menber that I ever ſaw bim ſtay the time 
. Wiring the Adniniftretion of that Socremvent : 
IC For preſent I ſhall deſire thee to obſerve how 
it Bynes Powel treadsin Nam Pinchins track, 
n 


ind fears as if he had taught him bis Leſ- 
ET. 
"The next branch in his Depoſition , is, Sect, 27. 


n Ine tt o years fince, Mr. Buſhnell preach. 
Ia Malice, faid, That Meliciow perfont 
in Wane the Proll, Nymph! , and wiſhed them with 
) their wagen. 


15 


ot to 


where lies the matter of Charge here? 
Article doch this Depofition refer ? 


e WM Maire become a Vertue? and if a Vice, is it 
ic Wo rarein the Land, that it is unſecſonable to 
a teproye it? And. what have we next? I ſaid 
E 


that Malicious perſons were the Devils Nymphs : 


Rifum 1eneatia 


IndeedT could not forbear, which doubtleſſe 
(had he ſeen it) would have much offended 
Mr. fell, as he was on the like occafion at 
wother time, The Clerk, as wondering at 
the Exprefjowe,, for ſome time withheld his 
hand, belike, conceiving that 7 bo. Powe! might 
nitake, bur he continuing earneſt, and often 
Merating thoſe words, Nymphs, Nympbr, the 
Clerk enters it accordingly, Doubtleſſe, Tho: 
a conceived theſe to be ſome ſtabbing 
| D words, 


134 
words, he was ſo zealous for them; and ye 
to any underſtanding man they will not - 
mount to any Charge, unleſſe it be of ſm 
plicity , falſhood, or malice in the Reporter « 
them, For 
1. Few that know me will believe it, that I 
ſhouldever ſay ſo. And 
2. Incaſe I had ſaid ſo, the moſt that! 
could have been 1 — ee, im · 
opriety or inomęruity 0 „ although wlll 
. the Devils Children often, yet 05 ib 
Nympbs never, untill in Thomes Powels Depo- 
ſition. : 
Give me leave to adventure my conj ed 
how this might come to paſſe. I told thee i 
little before, that The. Powel in bis Depoſi· 
tions did tread in Villiam Pinchins ſteps, 11 
doubt me that be had Williem Pinchin for his 
tutor here, and that he taught him to ſay, thatl 
had ſaid that malicious per ſons were the Devil 
Inpt; which Thanas Powel miſapprebending, ot 
— , might _— = I faid, M- 
1.invi;, licious perſons were the Devils Nympbs. | 
Men & have read of a Guide, that by miſtakes Caſt 
Fab. Max. linum for Caſinum was likely to have hazard 
Hani balt whole Army. What bazard Thons W 
Powel hath brought upon his ſoul by this, 1. 


leave it to him who will one day call vein and 
anadviſed Swearers, much more falſe Smearm 
to an account. 
Sect, 28, And although at firſt I ſmiled at the ridicu - 
louſneſſe of the Expreſſions, yet , afterward 
con- 


(35) 
\nfiderio that Themas Powel was upon his 
Nth. a] ſo bound by that Sacred tie, where- 
our. great God was called in as a witneſſe 
>the mb, and conſequently an Avenger if he 
e falſe; and he bound to ſpeak the truth, 
be-whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
ould then depoſe ſuch words as ſpoken by 
which never were ſpoken, and I believe, 
joked on by many even of the Commiſſiners 
xemſelves 35 even impoſſible to be true, I ſay . 
at this did much ſadden my ſpirit; and ſorry 
amthat it was ſo much or no more looked upon 
heſe: Commiſloners : But indeed, (con- 
ring what kinde of Teimonies they re- 
ve rer me, as likewiſe what uſe they 
ade of thoſe Teſtimonies ) 1 much doubt it 
ut they made uſe of ſuch Teſtimonies againſt 
which they in their Conſciences knew to be 
And this they might doe, ( although 
ont Equity or Conſcience, yet) not wich- 
efidems, ſuch as they are, both from the 

Au und the New Teſſament; but me thinks, the 
ane and the Ends of tbeſe men, are enough 
any others to adventure the ſame 
Wy. Haſt thou marked the Old way which wic- Job 21.15. 
0 men beve troden ? 

have often propoſed it unto my ſelf, Sect. 296 
„ and whey, and where any words ſhould 
ſpoke by me which Thomas Powe! could 
to ſuch a ſenſe; at length I lighted 
cu- eee this conjecture, wherein, from ſome words 
ud ich Thomas Powel bath formerly let fall in 
Me D 2 {ome 
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ſome company, Iam confirmed. Some ye 
paſt (I am ſure more then two twice told 
took for my Text thoſe words of our B 
Saviour, Math. 12. 32. But whoſoever ſpe 
geinſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven 
neither in this world, nor in the world to & 
Where, having told them the uſual definit 
of this fin unte death ; towards the cortluf 
of my diſcourſe, by way of Caveat, I advil 
my Hearers, that as they defired not to cc 
at it, fo neither to come neer-it, no nor 
much as towerd it neither : In order wheret 
to, after ſeyerall other Caveats,I rold them, tl 
men muſt take heed of raifing and reporting 
liciew ſlanders ; ſuch which their own Conſe 
ences cannot but tell them are fe!ſe, and yet) 
by by-reſge& will put them on both to report 
juſtifie them : Adding further, that a man mig 
— towards this 3 the Holy wy 
ering, or maliciouſly reporting « known falſpu 

of but @ Men: For I had told them befort 
that the ſin «gainſt the Holy Gboff, was not 
called becauſe it was againft the perſon of 
Holy Ghoſt, but becauſe it was againſt the 
Graces whereof the Bleſſed Spirit by way 
Appropriation is ſaid to be the author or give 
which I cleerly manifeſted unto them fre 
the caſe in the Text; for otherwiſe with wh 
congruity could our Bleſſed Savicur have n 
taxed them with this ſin, when as their 
licious ſlanders were spainft himſelf? 
without doubt that theſe Phariſees with who 

a Ou 


- 


137) 
Ie Saviour had now to doe came neer 


Jad therefore they came veer it ( Peter 
2 of the "Hah Ghoft ) becauſe Aas 7, 


and 


wickedly, againſt Knowledge, 51. 
. , they camemned his per- 
9195 bis Life, Miracles, Do&rine, and 
0 to believe and report ſuch 
| ayer which they themſelves muſt needs 
deb fol and ſlenderows : And all this 
Tr non of their Hpocriticall ponp, 
efeem. After which I added, that 
e bufe to ſuggeſt falſe re een of 
ce deſirous to publiſh ſuch things 
ach they know are falſe, on pur- 
We to-make them em, that they may the 
— hav ſome baſe end of their own, 
© 00 conſcience of what they report, 
labaur that they may get credit to it, 
c 9 are in that way which lead- 
that fin, which is the fin which ſhall 
ee. And indeed ſuch men do ſo 
perform the Devils work (for he is 
4 Calupmiator, a Malicious ſlanderer) 
its the great pity or mercy of God, that 
we not with him for their Wages. 
This nun the ſum of the Diſcourſe which I 
F< vp00 that part: And if 1 ſhall be con- 
ſeed of wy thing therein as contrary to 
* Hanners, as containing any 
| wil act danable, I ſhall moſt willingly 
and de bebolding to the man that ſhall 
vt me detter: Till then I ſhall remain in 
D 3 the 


Ju 


Tert. Phil, 
Temiror, 
Antoni. 
&c, 


Sect, 30. 


(38) 7 


the ſame minde as formerly F was, but f. 
not ceaſe to wonder at ſome body, (and ci 
ſidering that it was the wickedneſſe of t 
Phariſees which occafioned this Diſcourſe, 
likewiſe conſidering the end which in li 
hood hath befaln them for this wickedneſe © 
I fay conſidering theſe things, I cannot | 
wonder at ſome body, as Cicero did at Mar. 
thony , I wonder at thee Anthony that thou 
nit tremble at thoſe mens ends whoſe AGions i 
deft imitate. | | 
I muſt trouble thy patience à little ſurt! 
about this ſame Tho. Powel: I have are 
told thee what I ſpake, as likewiſe the otd 
ſion upon which I ſpake it: But now 
ſhould Thomas Powel take this amiſs, and ket 
it ſo long in his minde, and article agu 
me for preaching againſt Malice? *Tis we 
known, that (if deducible by good cot 
quence from the Text) I was as plain, and 
bigh againſt others as againſt the Malicion: 
was Malice at this time Tho. Powels Herodls 
This it is fora man to have a guilty Conſeit 
about him: He confefſeth himſelf guilty 
the crime by his fretting and ſtorming at t 
reproof, I can cleerly ſay, that my Pulpit 
proofs were far from particularifing of perſon 
yet I ſhall give thee another conjeQure, up 
which Thomas Powel might imagine that bi 


that diſcourſe after an eſpeciall manner I «i 
at him. N ö 


Abe 


35 | 
Aboot the year 1651; there happened Sect. 31- 
ve difference betwixt this Thomas Powe! and 
Lr Refnalds the Clark of the Pariſh; the Sed. 24. 
perſon whom I ſaid that this Thomes Powel 
ind ſpigefully proſecuted, Of him 
ains, and before ſome 


malciouſly 


e e ol the Peace takes htz Oath, or pro- 


ares ln Cottle to ſwear it, that Rainalds 
had fold Beer on the Lords day, as likewiſe by 


Here L ſhall deſire thee to obſerve, 
That he neglects our own Neighbour- 
ing Juſtices, and makes his complaint before 
of another Diviſion. - | 

„ This Oath was meerly upon Hear- 


3+ That the complaint is only againſt him 
ths ſold; no mention made of him or them 
that bought. 
I ſhall-have nothing to ſay touching the 
| rt of theſe: But now as te the Second, 
that this Oath was only on Hear-fay, I am 
 contigent that Tho. Powel dares not ſay-that 
te ſu it, or knew of it, but only by report : 
And here Halm Pinchin and Tho, Pow: i con- 
r üg: Filien Pinchin ſwears touching 
lr e at Box, when as he was then at 
nd William Cottle or Thomas Powel 
pet of ſelling of Ale at Rainaldr, whenas 
ance they were abroad at ſome other 
ez Op aſleep at home. But now as to 
be third thing: If he knew that Robert 
| D 4 Rainald. 


10 f. apie ce 
Addit. Ore 
din. im- 
ptinted 

46 50. 


Num. 25. 
8. 


City, pro. 


Nuo. 


(49; 
Rainalds ſold Ale on the Lards day, then muſt 
he needs know who bought it. likewiſe, and 
how comes it that thereis no. mention made 
of him or them? There is a penalty to the 
one a8 well as to the otheg and I take it, the 
like penalty to the one a: the otber. And 
bad it been pure zead, and geo! lik e Phizebs, 
they had been pores in precate, equall in the 
offence, ſo Thames, Powe! would have made 
them like Zimri and Cozbi pares in pena, equal) 
in the puniſhment. Nay further, I am ſure 
that it will be made appear, that to Thema 
Powell knowledge others have fold Ale on that 
day, as well as Rainalds, yea and by as [mall 
Meaſures , yea and that Thane Powe! bath 
been at the drinking of it, yea and hath paid 
part of the Reckoning ; and yet we have not 
one word irom Thomas Powel of this: And 
how comes he to be ſo zealous for the Lord: 
dey, and lawivil meaſures now? Certainly not 
out of any regard he had either to the one or 
the other, but to ſatisfie his own leven'd 
ſpleen, in doing RK oinalds a diſcourteſie. This 
ſame partial indirect information was among 
the HeatLen accounted moſt unjuſt and un- 
worthy : Quis bog flatuit, quad equum fit in 
Duintinw, id iniquum eſſe in Nevium / But now 
amo git the people of God (if proceeding 
{: om a wrong ground in the informer, as Envy, 
Malice, or the like, or looking towards a wrong 
end, as benefit to himſelf, or revenge or miſ- 
chief towards him againſt whom he gives the 


infor- 


( 41) 
ipformetion) it was accounted a he, although Pal. 36. - 
——— bad ſpoken nothing but the tb. 


And when it ſhall be upon Oath that a man 
m fo, I doubt not but chat as he ho ſproks. 5 
fo, Pau falfly, ſo be that ſwears ſo, ſwears ; 0 0 
ab Onmize idem fit e juranemo Fer- i. rl. 
jm, qual eff in nude policitatione Menda- 2. 66. in 
11 „ 
— poſſibly I might thus diſcourſe on Sect, 32. 
words, neer about the time that theſe Math. 12. 
dſetences depended betwixt Tho. Powel and 32. 
his Neighbour, and Thomes Powe! (for Hypo- 
n ne very touthie) might cut bis own 
bart with them ; his conſcious breaft giving 
his that when I reproved the fault, I meant 
lin and might watch for an opportunity 
(for Hypecrites are very revengefull) to do me 
lende diſpleaſure. This I remember, when 
therewas a Jarte at Chippenham imployed to 
eoquire touching Biniſters, and the value 
of their Livings, this Thomas Powe! and Nil. 
lin! Pinabin, and another Miller, I think they 
ald bim Stammore, were as I heard very buſie 
addut me, but then they had not Commifonert 
vbich were for their turns, and therefore as 
tomy prejadice they did nothing. But ſince 
Toms Pawel makes this an Article againſt me, 
That I preached againſt Malice. and ſaid that 
Malicloas perſon were the Devils Nympbs, I myſt 
concſude him to be guilty of the crime; 
and walt tell him further, chat I have read 
of a one, (yea and a good one ae 
ere 


(4) 

Like 11. heretofore. Maſter, thus ſaying, thou reproacheſt 
45-.. 1 alſo: where you may obſerve that the Lay- 
yer freely acknowledgeth himſelf guilty of 
thoſe crimes which our Biſſed Saviour there 
, Treproves; and yet the impudent proud thing 
I counts himſelf landed or reproeched in that he 

is told of them. TY: 
| Sect, 33, We have no more to ſay touching the De- 
ſixions. which were taken at this time: But 
yet for a Concluſion to the TrenſaZions of this 
day, give me leave to obſerve a few things 
unto thee. | 
1. That the Depoſition of Mary Workman, 
who was examined upon all the Articles, and 
that Depoſition carefully taken, (for ſaid Mr. 
'Blifſet, ſhe was a Midwife, and ſo might know 

muc#) is wholly left out. 

Sea. 19. 2. I told thee before that Obadiab Chelten- 
12 bam then thwarted with a witneſſe which was 


C* 


lib. truth ;. and ſhe rightly conceiving that the 
9. 4 Ry: ſame Oath bound him ſtill all - while he 
«d le. was before theſe Commiſſioners, and ſpeaking 
rom a. do my buſineſſe, I ſay it made her amazed, 

that 


_ 9 „ — * 8 


chat' be fl 


(43 ) 
d" ſwear that I figned to Children 


withiv u quarter of @ hear, when as one of thoſe 
Children, Mr. Speke's was Baptized Octob: 28. 

1653: and almoſt a year older then che Or- 

dance by which theſe Commiſſioners ſate and 

ated. Another Circumftance for Mr. Bliſſet. 

Nor muſt it be forgotten, that ar ſuch time Sec. 34. 
n Wiliem Pinchin was giving in bis Teſtimo- 

by touching my uſe of the Form of Common 

Prager, he having informed that I began with _ 
the Lords 'Prajer, and afterward read ſome 

Nan, Mr.  Byffeld asks him whether after the 

end of the Pſainis, I ſaid, Glory be to the Father, 

nuts the Sau, and to the Holy Ghoſt. He then 

wired likewiſe whether ( after I had Baptized 
Children) I ſaid, Foraſmuch as this Childe is re- 

generate. I remember not what Anſwer Wil- 

lem Pinchin made to one or other. But to 

me Mr. Byfield ſeems to intimate by his Queſti- 

ons, that it ſhould have been matter of Charge 


" apainſt me if I had uſed either. I aſſure thee 


Reader that this made me wonder: And what 
may there be in that Doxology that ſhould 
offend Mr. Byfield? the thing it ſelf ? and is it 
a crime to give glory to the Bleſed Trinity ? 
er will ke be angry with us becauſe we ſay as 
the Heavenly Hoſt did, Glory to God tn the Luk. 2.14- 
Higheſt ? Were we not all Baptized in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Sen, and of the Holy 
Gboſt? Which I conceiveto mean more then 
t Invecato nomine Dei Patris, &c. and to 


import as much as to devote our ſelves wnto, o- 
| to 


* (44) | 

1% reſign wer [thues wh te the ſorvice of the Bleſſed 
2 And are we charged for this, that 
we now make publique proſeſſion of it? or 
was it difliked by bim becauſe looked upon 
now 3s altogether uſeleſſe, it being compo- 
ſed by the Cumeil of Nice, in confutation of 
the Herefie of Arvim But now what if J 
ſhould prove it-to be more ancient then that 
Council, and ſormet ly put to another uſe, and 
that thoſe F abers did not ſ@ mach conſtitute 
1 quote it: and quote it thereby to over- 
throw the Bleqhemy of the Arrian, becauſe it 
was contrary to that Noxelogy, which was 
appointed in the Apoftotical and Primitive 
times ? But yet admitting that Hereſie to have 
been the cauſe of it, is it therefore now a 
erime, ſuch a crime as may deſerve e jectment 
to continue it? is our Field, our Church ſo 
free from thoſe Tares? is the Orthodox Do- 
Qrine of the Trinity ſo ſincerely taught and 
believed, and ſounanimouſly > Tell me, you 
Reformers: have you never ſince you began 
your Reformation, heard of ſome that have 
pluckt off no leſſe then e of three of the 
perſans of the Bleſſed Trinity? tripping one of 
his Being, another of his Deity ? of indeed 
had I not found it by experience, I ſhovld 
not have believed it, that the uſe of this Dox- 
ology ſhould be imputed to Miniſter as a crime, 
* — —— 2 de N ſcandalous 

becauſe he made publi ofeſſion 
that be was uo drrien, 1 2 


And 


Abd 8s conthing Mr. Byffel 
ther 1 fehr 4 ibi 

#2? I anſver, that I beliere that Mr. By- 

d fol! minde to ingage himſelf or 

jn any of the publique Schools on chat 


* | el Regeneration, poſ- 
ty K 


Mr. 


but aße to be unto bim @ Sign m Seal of the Tit. 3. 5. 
Civenant of Grace, of bis ingrafting into Chriſt, In Marg. 


of Regeneration. 

. Doth Mr. Byffeld under his hand acknow- 
eget to bea Sign, and Seal of Regeneration, 
A yet is it in his judgement a crime in me 
to ay ſo? If it be among men, when once 
a man hath put to his Sign and Scul, the per- 
ſon ſo ingaging, as to all purpoſes and Cove- 
nants expreſſed in that Inſtrument, ſtands 
to make them good: and the perſon 
to whom the Grant is made, will from that 
Gy reſt himſelf aſſured of his Bargain, _— 
c 


(46) 
he bath it under band and Seal. And dares 
any ſay that the Covenant of God is not 4u- 
tbemick, when as be hath put his Sign and Seal 
to it? and ifit be Authimtick, can it be a fault 
in a Mixifter to publiſh ſo much? I ſhall ſum 
up all into an Argument thus : 


Beptiſme is a Sign and Seel of Regeneration 
to Infants, of Believing Parents : But the 
Childe or Children by me Baptized were ſuch : 
Therefore it is a Sign, and Seal of Regenera- 
tion to them. 


Mr. Byfield hath under his | pr acknow- 
ledged the major Propoſition, and the minor he 

not deny ; and yet he was angry with me 
for inferring and pronouncing the Conclujion. 
Certainly bis Spleen conceived againſt the 
Liturgy, had now ſo far prevailed upon him, 
that in his Paſſion he forgets what he had 
formerly wriiten and publiſhed for Oxthodox. 
So that me thinks Mr, Hfield might have 
then done as did one of whom I bave hesrd 
heretofore, who ſtiffly denying a thing where- 
with be was cherged, and after being convited 
of the truth of that Charge by a Mriting 
under his own band, fell to ſmite and com- 
plain of his Head in ſome ſuch upbraiding 
words as theſe, Ny Head, Head, Head, 


baſt thon forgotten what thy Hands bave 
wol e. 


But 


; (47): 

But I ſhall put an end to the Tranſafions 
of this day, defiring the Reader to obſerve 
only this, that as we were leaving the Room 
about Eleven or Twelve of the Clack at night, 
wiliem Pinchin and Obadiab Cheltenham, de- 
livered in a Paper to one of the Commiſſioners, 
which (as we gueſſed by the Seque)) contained 
either that they had other matter of Charge, 
ot elſe ſome other Witneſſes which they de- 
fired might be beard againft me. 


ec. 36, 


7 
| 
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pe TranſaQtions at my Third tine 


of appearing before them at the 
White Hart in Mar|burrough, 
May 8. and 9. 1656. 


4 
Sect, 1. Hortly after my being at Lavingten, there 
Wy, came « piece of Paper unto me in theſe 

words : 


Mr. BUSHNELL. 
V os are hereby required to take ne- 


rice, that. the Commiſſioners for 
Ejecting Scandalow Miniſters, have 4 
pointed their next meeting at the Sign 
of the White Hart in Marlburrough, 
$0 be holden on Thurſday the 8 of May 
next, by Nine of the Cleck in the Fore- 
ven; when and where they expect and 
require your apptarance before them, 
with your Witneſſes for your defenſe ts 
receive their judgment according to 1he 
demerit of your Cauſes. 


For Mr. Halter Buſhnell ; 
Mini wales. 1 29 of April. 1656. 


Signed in the Name and l 
the Order of the Commiſſio- 
ners, by me Will Bliſſet. 

In 
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u order whereunto I repair unto Malbur- Sect: 2. 
 whereT find at the White Hart a very 
eit appearance. For the Common-wealth, 
famoned in by the procurement of William 
Fachin, there appeared (beſides William Pin- 
bin) Thomas Fon el, Viliam Clement, Nichols 
Spencer, John Cottle, William Rawlin's, Thomas 
n', Anthony Bakden , Wiſiam Cottle of 
Rudhe, Henry Harris, Fohn Harding, (Obadiab 
eltenban res Bone chence for Londen that 
morning) Theſe being all ſworn, were requi- 
redto ſpeak to the Articles. But before any 
depoſition was taken, Mr. Byfield made a mo- 
tion that all my Witneſſes (for I had many 
atthat time there) might be withdrawn or 
turned out, whiles the Witneſſes for the 
mmon-wealth were in examination; giving 
his reaſon, That it wat not meet that they ſbould 
len ber the other Witneſſes teſtified, Not meet 
noeed, for they would have noted and re- 
nembred many of their Contradictiont and Per- 
nic, which Mr. Byfield would not that they 
ſhould be publique. This man in his pro- 
ceedings defiting to be as cloſe and as juſt as 
the Inquifition, This motion of his was ſoon 
condeſcended unto, and accordingly put in 
mace: be had before taken order that I 
have no copy of their depoſitions, from 
tbeClerk; which order was ſo ſtrictly obſer- 
wed, that (which was ſtrange) even money would 
dot procure it; and here he takes a courſe 
, E thas 


+ 
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that we ſhall not hear them from thy 
mouths. But now when my Witneſſes came 
be examined, the others were permitted t 
ſtay Kill, yea and encouraged to contradid 


controll, except againſt, and turn back who 
they pleaſed; of which the Reader ſhall har 
more hereafter. , 


The leading men at this time were Vill 
Pinchin and Th». Powell, who (for in the Ci 
Copy they are both yoked together) depole 
thus, That about ſeven years ſince Mr. Buſhne 
drank, ſo bard upon the Lord's dey (as they the 
conceived ) that when he was at Church be coul 
{carcely read plain and diſtinctiy, end John Jone 
_ Lawrence Pinchin came from bis bouſe vil 

im. 


| Where I ſhall offer to thy conſiders 
tion : | 

1. That whereas Thomas Powell ſwore fore 
merly in Wiliam Pinchin's track, here they ſwear 
in a breaſt together. 

2. That they had both ſworn before that 
they never ſaw me drunk, or drinking to exceſu 
and yet now upon the matter, and by coil 
quence they alpoſe it. : 


4 i - 4 IE - 


i £4 L en wang * by 4 
eee eee eee eee. 


3+ That this their depoſition is grounded 
meerly upon conjedure, neither of them ſecing® 
me drink a drop. Let us next ſee the Reaſom 
or grounds which moved them thus to con · 
ceit. 8 
1. I hen 


* . 


| (51) 
1 Ve 1 was et Church I could ſcarcely read 


> & Ta John Jones, and Lawrence Pinchin 


i m 1) bouſe with me. 


ume ct ben I was at Cp rb T could Sect, 5. 
v read plain | and coc no bod y obſerve 
; but Thomas Towel and William Pinchin? by 
7 cged them with, and proved 
in the ee of the former 

ſe two muſt needs gppear, (to ſuch as 

rol weſty or 4ſcretion) to be very unfic men 
icon Witneſſes againſt me, much 
eie be ding leaders to the reſt. I am con- 
1 there were more at Church at that 
paell as they, and ſuch as were as at- 
by ateas neer as they; and how comes 
t Piliam Pinchin could find no 
ig pate but The, Powe! This may be 
malen of it, Tbomat Powell had the laſt 
i&k d himſelf ro be a very hopeful 
, and having then depoſed, that about 
ac Iſaid, that Malicious perſons were 
Devils Nimphs ; he might well depoſe now 
it gout [even 2 inee I could ſcarcely read 
; And yet ſhould I ask them, what 
agter-or Pſalm it was, or in what words I 
„ I believe (for all chetr good memo- 
x) hey Mud ſay that they could not re: 
Cit: if the faultering had been often, 
1 muſt needs have noted it; and 
once, how come they to forget what it 
E 2 was? 


D 


- 
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was? And in ſuch caſes I conceive it ne 
ry that depoſitions and examinations ſhould W# 
ſcend ro perticulars, and as they had char 
me with indiſtin@ reading, ſo ought they 
have given inſtance wherein I faild. It tl 
had charged me with Treaſonable words, 
Laſcivious deboſht ſpeeches, ic would hi 
been demanded, But what were thoſe word 
What were thoſe ſpeeches? I told thee ! 
long ſince what an excellent faculty Th: 
Powel had to remember, when he came 
perticulars; and I believe that at this t 
(had they been urged to it) we ſhould by 
had ſome ſuch wiſe anſwer now as wel 
then; it was at this time that Villiam Pine 
informs upon Oath that I had uſed ſome 
the Cmmon-Preyer at the Thanksgiving for 
Wife; and being asked what I ſaid, he 
ſwered, thar I prayed that the Moon ſhc 
not burn her by day, nor the Sun by ig 
doubtleſs this man remembers himſelf acct 
dingly as he teacheth Tho. Pewel. 


But Farther, in caſe I read not plain, H 
cauſe might not be in me, but in the bod 
wherein there are many Typographica! Erro 
ſome of which I might unexpeRedly lights 
It might proceed likewiſe from dimnels 
ſight, darkneſs of the aſtefhoon, or fre 
many cauſes beſide. But if they willen 
have it that he who reads indiſtin@ly muſt u 
doubtedly have drank, hard before, 1 — 

rol 
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their Antecedent infer this conclufion , 
wer their man ſince at Box never came to 
b ſober, for I have heard from ſome of 
place that he hath not read a Chapter 
u and diftinfly ſince he came among 


q / 
tr ? 
5 


bu — 
Aud to what end is this added that John Sect, 7. 


, and Lamrence Pinchin came from my 
| meh me? The one is my Uncle, the 
era Brother in Lam; living both in Corſbam 
„ Pariſh next adjoyning. Touching 
behaviour if you enquire of their neigh- 
Ibelieve you ſhall be anſwered, that it 
er-and civill; unleſs William Pinchin or 
lach like ſeduce them into their compa- 
And as touching the occaſion which 
them thither, I am confident that ic 
far more warrantable then what bath 
William Pinchin on Lords days to Brough , 
or Themes Powell (on the [ame dey too) to 
debeyſe at Corſham. Iam apt to think that 
Wn reaſon (beſides his malice) which moved 
es Pinchin to ſwear that there was bard 
ay a baſe, was this, becauſe it is his 
aon to do ſo at his own; for I can 
e appear unto thee. that this William 
vatogether with no leſſe then four of thoſe 
have appeared againſt me, have at his 
from Saturday night till *unday morning, 
& up drinking and: ſinging, dancing and quar- 
N, inſomuch that William Pinchin con- 
, E z ducted 


8 
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ducted his Neighbonr Cheltenham on his 
- homeward, belike for fear he ſhould bet 
- faulted. 


Sec. 8. There was at this time another clauſe; 
their joynt Depoſition, as rational as t 
former, and it was this: That when 7b 
and Lawrence Pinchin came to Church they | 
bigh colours. Whether this clauſe were 
taken, or whether Index Expurgatorius hit 
daſht it out, I carmot fay, But of this I 
ſure that ſome diſcourſe there was about 
in my hearing, while the Depofrtions were 

taking: and as I have heard among the C 
miſſioners after they had dined , when 1 
where it was obſerved that ſonie of them (hau 
feaſted them ſelves belike at the coſt of Incic 
charge: ) had very bigb colours : and this wit 
be the cauſe why this branch ſhould be e 
off, becauſe that from this demgerous Tapis 
the ſame concluſion might be drawn agi 
ſome of themſelves. But now as touch 
Fobn Jones and Lawrence Pinchin ( adwittit 
it were as they ſwore yer) their colours co! 
be no argument of their hard drinking, fi 
they that know them, ſeldom ſee them otbe 
wiſe, but at all times and Teafons, high 
Joured and ruddy. If arguments may be & 
duced from complexions, T ſhould then b 
argued with 'Mr. Byfield , That if ruday 
plexions be a competent mettfum to prove 
cellive drinking, in them that look ſo ; the" 

"hit 
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" ſale, wand, livery coxntenances were a com- 
petent medium to prove an exceſſe of envy or 
malice in them that look ſo. 


Next comes William Pinchin alone in theſe Sect, . 
words, 4nd this Deponent Piachin ſaith farther, 
The about five or ſix years ſince, Mr. Buſhnel 
10 & « Stabbal match with Mr. Edward Long 
abet, when they cam: to Rainalds Ae! ouſe 
Wl efireſaid (this deponent being one of the company) 
ad there tbey drank, very bard, and healths were 
wt rand , and Mr. Buſhnell drank ih m with bis 
Ha of, end did then drink exceſſively as this Depo- 
ll eorceſves. +: 


Where firſt I hal deſire thee to obſerve that Sci. 10. 
Filien Pinchin in this Depoſition ſeems to geg. ,, 
aid what he bad ſworn before. There 2 day. 
be ſears that be canmit ſay that he ever ſaw 
wedrunk; and yet mw that about five or ſix years 
an in bs company I drank, exceſſively, which is © 
nach u if be bad ſworne I was drunk, Tis 
lie enough he may ſay (tis uſual for him fo 
to do) that at that time he did not mind it;: 
ſearching and teſtirring of his memory, 

b by recollecting of himſelf recovered 
it, andcandepoſe accordingly ; and now give 
Meleave to tell thee (for this was not the 
firſt time that he made uſe of it) of the ſtrange 
of this men; to ſee what pradations and 
aue he makes in his Depoſitions, how he 
Knembers beſt at a diſtance ! how be m dr 

N E 4 him. If 


Sect. 11. 
Jan. 8, 
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himſelf in his recollections, and can ſwear 
more punctually of a thing done many years 
agone, then he could when it was but neph 
added, and this is remarkable, that his ſecond 
theughts, his rouſed Oathes, are moft pernicious: 
he never ſwearing ſo deſperately as when he 
hath moſt bethougbt himſelf, which will give any 
intelligent man cauſe to think, that what he de. 
poſeth in the ſecond or third place, he doth not 
remember, but invent. 


I ſhall inſtance touching this man, in 
particular beſides my own, in the year 1646. 
he ſwore before the Committee of Wilts, lit- 
ting then at Marlborough that he had bead 
that Mr. Speke rot in Arms in the Kings Quar 
ters; butin the year 1656. he ſwears betore 
ſome Commiſſioners ſitting at the Devisen 


that he had ſten Mr. Speke ride armed in 4 
Troop of the Kings part, along by his Fa- 
thers houſe ; which clauſe of the Depoſition 
riding Armed in the Troop muſt needs refer t0 
ſome time before the year 1646. Then be 
could depoſe only that he Heard of ſuch 2 
thing; but zen years after he can depoſe that 
he Saw it, which he ſwears accordingly: 
Touching which Depoſition although the 
Gent. ſuffered ſome prejudice in his Eſtate, 
but more in his thoughts, yet he ſeemed to 
be ofthe ſame mind, as an Eminent Knight once 
was, who being falſly accuſed upon Oath, 
replies, that he war more ſorry for the vin 

« 


( 57) 


ien, then be war for bis own denger. 
This Gent. Mr. George Speke (although he free- 

jy forgave him, nl prayed that God would 

forgive him likewiſe, yet) even to his dying 

ay often proteſted, and by fuch ſtrong aſſe- , . 

rertions, wherein he called God to wit. 4%, de 

reſe, (which amounts to a voluntary Oath) jur. pret. 

that FVilliam Pinchin had ſworne falſly againſt - 1 84. in 
* 4 a 
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This and ſome ſuch like paſſages gave a Sect, 12. 
farmer (as I have heard) occaſion to 
fay,that VFiliem Pinchin in his Depoſitions 
did uſually fetch Trip, it is like that bis alluſion 
might be co running Leapers ;- with whom it 
isnot uſual to do their beſt at firſt, but they 
e og gain and again, and in their latter ever 
„xing to out do the former, in order where - 
a W unto they ſetch the larger or ſwifter Trip. Now 
- oblerve how VVilliam Pinchin obſerves this 
n netbodin his ſwearing. 
0 1. Againſt Mr. Speke, againſt whom be 
e framer, firſt, That he bad Heard that he rode 
2 in Armes; byt now this would not carry it, 
vor reach the mark at which he aimed, and 
J. therefore the next time he fetchath a (wifter 
e Tri, and ſwears that he Saw it. 
2 | The like againſt me at Lavington, ke ſwears, 
0 het eltbough be bath ſeen me drinking yet be 
e aud net ſay that ever be ſaw me drunk, but now 
» © Orth was not mgrtal, nor did it cleave 
- ihe hair ; and therefore he fetcheth a * 
ip 


(58) 

Trip at Malburrongb, and ſwears that be conceing 
that I drank to exceſs in bis company. He would 
have made the Commiſſio:ers believe at their 
lat ſitting at Lavington chat he had ſworne 
farther yet, and that the Clerk had not taken 
it; but cheClerk offering to depoſe that after 
he had in private a peruſal of the depoſiti. 
ons, with a power to add, alter, or amend 
what he pleaſed (for this was a favour which 
was ſhewen them) and that VVi!ham Pinchin 
had left it as the Clerk had enterred it, there 
was an end put to his leaping or fetching Trip ary 
more, | 


Se, 13. And now methinks VVilliam Pinchin ſhems 
himſelf like ſuch a witneſs which the chief 

Priefis and Elders ſought for heretofore, and 

could not find; for after their utmoſt ſearch 

tis ſaid of theirs that neither ſo did their witneſ 

Mark 14. agree together ; which diſagreement, or inequality, 
59- or imparity of their teſtimony, I conceive lay 

not ſo much or only in this that they th. 

—14. 58. ted one with another : ( For St.Mark reports both 
+ the Witneſſes as teſtifying the ſame thing) 35 

ic lay in this that take it at moſt, and ſtretch 

it out to the utmoſt, yet that it did not reach 

Mat. 26. unto, but fell ſhort of the thing which the 
3 obief Pries and Elders aimed at, and that was 
0 — to put our Bleſſed Saviour to death; for theſe 
Vide Grat, ighteous men knew that all which hitherto been 
in M 14. teſtified would not before Pilate amount to 
56. ſo much as co make him worthy of death, and 
therefore 


(59) 
re it is ſaid, that neither ſo was their 
lou Equalis , par, or convenient: not 
|, or alike, or agreeing, becauſe it was not 
ab to the deſires and deſignes of the 
ebief Friefls and Elders. But notwithſtanding 
they had teſtified befide, againſt, beyond the 
mb, yet they ſtill came ſhore of the ſuborners 
end malice, Now in ſuch a caſe VVilliam Pinchin- 
ich WM woutd have fetcht trip; and if he had fal- 
bin MW len ſhart at one time, his memory ſhould 
ere i have ſerved him, and he would have reacht 
tit at the next. So that his former Oatbs did 
upon the matter make him finde his legs, or 
give him aime how to cleave the pin, having 
been wide, ſhorr, or over ſhot before. And 
| here let me obſerve this unto thee, touching 
foch who ſwear out of malice, & ſuch whoyſwear 
fore reward, They both agree in this, that 
mither the one, nor the other regards the 
tferh ; but the mol ciow ſwears any thing that 
will do a miſchief; the bireling any thing that 
beis 1aught : the fi: looks upon the penalty 
_of the Law, and ſwears not the truth, but 
whatſoever ſhall render a man obnoxious the 
er looks upon the reward, and ſwears (not 
the truth neither, but) any thing which may 
procure bis wogesz nor is it unuſual! but 
that he who hath ſo much malice as to ſwear 
e bimſelf, will find ſo much money or 
ſomewhar æquivalent, which ſhall prevail 
with ſome other ſo far as to fwear as he world 


beve bir, It being commonly ſeen that the 
| malicious 


Sect, 14. 


(60) 
malicious murderous ſpirits bit the Hook, 
for the greedy and hungry to bite at and fwal- 
low. Of this the Reader ſhall have examples in 
this / Villiem Pinchin and others hereafcer, as 
they fall in their proper place 


But let us deſcend to particulars and take 
VVilliam Pinchins Depoſition apart. 

1. He depoſeth that I was at @ Stabbal match 
with Mr. Long, and ethers, 

2. Ibat afterward we came to Rainalds Ale- 
bou ſe. 

3. That be was one of the Company. 

4. That there they drank very bard. 

5. That bealths were put round, and that I drank 
them with my Hat off, &c. 

As touching the firſt of theſe, if by being 
at a Stabbal match, his meaning be, that I 
was a Spectator there, then it might be true: if 
his meaning be, that I was there as a Gameſter, 
then it was falſe. And what a crime it is to be 
there as a leoker on, (or indeed as making one 
in the recreation) I am yet to learn. Thoſe 
that there plaid were Gentlemen of as good 
rank and repute as were moſt in thoſe neigh- 
bouring parts; and there they ſometimes met 
to recreate themſelves at that Exerciſe, it 
being an uſual game in that place ; and it is like 
enough that it might be their pleaſure to ſend 
to me, being of their ancient acquaintance, as ha- 
ving been born and breed among them; brought 
up at the ſame time, at the ſame School with 
them; 
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(61) — 
dem; and afcerwards at che ſame time with 

one of them at the ſame Univerſity ; upon 

which accounts thither I might come and be 

thenand thege a looker on. And yet all this, 

(by their leave) wich far leſſe juſt cauſe of 

fans or diſrepute to my profeſſion, then to be 

at Markets or Fairs, buying and ſelling, chopping 

and changing, matching and meaſuring Colts and 

Hwſer, amongſt jockets and horſe-cour ſert. 


Iadd.2. That Mr. Edward Long might be Sect, 15, 
then and there in the Company, and qthers 
likewiſe, but now how comes it about that 
ſome of thoſe others ate not expreſſed in 
particnlar as well as Mr. Long? I muft tell the 
Reader, that index Expurgatorius hath been here 
aging, for upon my croſſe Examination, I 
deſired that Iilliem Pinebin might be required 
do inſtance in ſome particulars, in ſome other 
perſons beſide , which were there with Mr. 

m ſelf, and et cetera, as conceiving it to 
de ſomewffar ridiculous that it ſhould be in- 
formed, that Mr. Long ſhould play at Stahl with 
&c. or that &c. ſhould come to Kainalds and 
di, bealths with Hats off; all know actus eſſe 
tum, that it is the per ſon that Acts, and 
not the ſpecies, or the ind vidum vagum. To 
which Viliom Pinchin anſwers „that beſides 
Mr Long, ny ſelf,and &. there were Mr. Ducket, 
ind my Brother, This I defired might be taken 
ind entred accordingly, and Mr. Chmbers 


being then ner to the Clerk ) told me that it 
Was 


* 


(@) 
was ſo entred, and yet we ſee not one word of 
of it in the Depoſitions which we were to 
plead unto: And it is like enough that this 
was the reaſon why it was daſht out, Mr. 
Ducket and my Brother were both living, and 
ſhortly afterwards before theſe Commiſſi. 
oners ready to vindicate both themſelves and 
me, and therefore it was requiſite that they 
ſhould be left out; but now Mr. Long being 
dead, and &. no body, might be kept in as 
moſt competent pot Companions with me, for 
Mr. Long being not to be recalled, and &c, 
no where to be found, could not with any poſ- 
ſibility be called npon, to ſpeak any thing 
either for themſelves or me. And here let 
me obſerve this unto thee, that as Compani- 
ons in my intemperance they either quote 
ſuch who are dead, and cannot ſpeak, or if 
living, then are they ſuch which they are re- 
ſolved not to bear. I could willingly add ſome- 
thing touching that Gentleman Mr. Long, 
this is the ſecond time that (in this buſineſs) 
his name hath been in Queſtion to his diſrepute 
long after he was dead ; but they have not yet 
done bim all the wrong that they intend, and 
therefore I ſhall ſuſpend what I have to ſay of 
him, till we hear of him again, 


Sed: 16. And as to the next thing, To Rainalds we 
might come. That was the houſe where theſe 


Gentlemen uſually dined, and it is not impoſ- 
ſible but that this Deponent might be in the 
Company. 


( 63) 

company. But now I ſhall add, as with re- 
ference to my ſelf that that Clauſe [| of bis be- 
ing jathe Company ] renders the following palſ- 
ſages (that I drunk bard, that health were put 
rand, thet 1 drank, with my bat off, and then drank 
6 Exceſs) even impoſſible to be true. I re- 
member that that ingenuous Knight Sir Tho. 
Mure obſerves it in Richard the Third, That 
Ambition and Malice bad ſo far tranſported 
din, that in the contrivance of his deſigns, 
ad the laying of his ſcene, he very far over- 
ſhot bimſelf in point of common diſcretion, 
and rational politie ; for ( ſaith he) Richard 
nding bis bodie to be waſted with ſorce- 
, and Witchcraft, he charges his Brothers 
wife the Queen as a Sorcereſs, and Shores wife 
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chief towards him: Whereas ( ſayes thet obſer- 
dae Knight) beſides that the Queen was too 
wiſe to go about any ſuch folly, yet if ſhe 
would, of all others ſhe would not have made 
Shes wife of her councel, whom of all women 
ſhe moſt. hated. Proportionably ſay I, If I 


lud been at any time intemperately given, or ſo 


uh diſpoſed as to dring too much, yet cer- 
taialy this could never be where Viliam Pin- 
hin was, I ſhould not in any wiſe have made 
lim my compenionz for ſince I had any right 
underſtanding of his conditions (and that was 
"the hear 1645. as I ſhall tell the more anon) I 

overd a maſſe of ſuch ingredients in him 


which were enough to denominate a man 
baſe 


un Fitchof her councel, for working this miſ- 


(64) 
baſe and unworthy ; and theſe farther confirm 
ed to me, by continued and frequent, barbarow 
and baſe pranks and any which had that in. 
fluence upon me, that from that time (as much 
as I could) I ſpund bis company, much more hi 
familiarity or intimacy, finding in him too much 
of what might be deteſted or feared ; but m- 
thing ofthat which might be deſired or loved 
And doth he now quote birnſelf, rogether 
with Mr. Edward Long, and &. to be both a 
witneſs and companion of my intemperance? 
I have a confidence that thoſe who well 
know both wiliam Piuchin, and my ſelf , will 
conclude, that there was 'no ſuch thing, be- 
cauſe VViliem Pinobin ſayes that he was then in 


the company. 


Sect, 17, And obſerve next, whether he doth not 
ſwear like a jolly fellow indeed, as if his hand 

were in, T bat there they drank very hard, &c. 

this Deponent Being one of the Company. From 

whence it muſt needs follow, That be hinielf 

likewiſe was one who drank, very hard, that drank 

bealths with his Hat off, and that drank to exceſs, 

and yet ſuch is his malicious impudence, that be 
chargeth me of thoſe crimes whereof he ac- 
'knowledgeth himſelf to have been guilty of 

at the ſame time; which is much worſe then 

Job. 8. thoſe worſt of men, the Hypocritical Phariſees 
and Scribes (the y of thoſe times Mr. 
Chambers) for theſe although juſtly convicted, 

and throughly ſhamed and filenced, yet that 
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rad of, were neither guilty of, nor es 
- confeſt the crime whereof they accuſed 
te woman. I have read the Fable, I have read 
te Meal of it too; but here we have an ex- 
mole of an enviow man, who ſticks not to pull 
meas of his own Eyes, ſo that his neigbbour 
ebe loſe both his; in caſe that had been 
me which he informed ( which was moſt 
ule) yet in him it bad been moſt falſe and 
bee, becauſe ey and malice put him upon it. 
Bat now what name is bad enough for it, if 
and malie did not only put him upon ic 
ohm, but to invent it likewiſe ? I have read 
rd of thoſe who have employed them- 
es or been imployed by others, asſpies, or 
y to inſinuate themſelves into mens affe- 
Bom; to miæ with them in deſperate defigns; 
ohe, to plaud and be with the formoſt of 
! vary 0m , and all this, that they might af- 
ernard becrey and accaſe them. But tliis (how 
mer pratiſed , how ever countenanced) im- 
warm alwtyes looked upon as unwortby & 
arifien, yea or of a man, although the end 
retended be Safety or Security, or ſuch 
b bave the face of Good, and what ſuch 
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might be the more poiſon and venome in his ge- 
alia, of ſuch an one I have not read beſide 
#illien Pinchig. The man that cometh neer- 
&> to him ( as I remember ) is that Ama- 
F lekité. 


ay expect, the Apoſtie tels us. But now of a man Rom. 3.8. 
Dit ſhould belle bimſelf to miſchief his neigb- whoſe cone 
nur, and fwear ſalſly againſt bimſelf, that there +" 1 


(66 ) 
3 Sam. 1. Ahe. Ta this there lies a difference: 
1. That this Amalekite only ſpeaks fall 
oe EIS but Wiliam Pinchin ſw 
falſly. 5 

2 Sim. 4. ng This Amalekite belies himſelf out of 
10. hopes of reward which be expefed; but wil 
Pinchin (wears fallly againft himſelf chat | 
may do ſome greater miſcbief towards 
There is a paſſage in that ftory which t 
Commiſlioners might have then made e 

good uſe of. David there takes him at his word, 
and accordingly proceeds againſt him in thek 
25am, 1. words, Thy blood be upon thy bead, for thy wad 
16. hath teſtified againſt thee, and 2 | 
niſheth him as a Murtberer. So might t 
Commiſſioners (for ſome of them were Juſti 
of Peace) have ſaid to V/Villiem Pinchin, Ib 
mouth bath teſtified gain thy ſelf; thy puniſk 
ment be tberefore on thine bead, 
cordingly puniſhed him as a Drunkerd. I 
VVilliem Pinchins Oath were true, then ba, 
ſad was puniſhable; if falſe, then his 2. 
Jury. 


Se. 13. But I ſhallnot at preſent trouble the Res. 
der any longer with VVillian Pinchin ; the next 
that preſents himſelf was Nicholas Spencer 
And be being ſworn, ſaith, 
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Thet he hath been oft with Mr. Buſhoel 4 
A'chouſes in Pariſp buſineſs, and not d 
«thr times, nor did be ever ſee kim drink 10 

exceſſively, 
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* ve. Naim, give me thy thoughts, 
Were. "LO of charge in this De- 
we have there met by ac- 


means at Rainglds « it is 
2. 7 


jat occaſions ( Robert Rei- 
dit r, 85 were thoſe that drew 


the Periſk) might draw 


8 Wake Clement , and be de- Sect. 19. 


i PR ,of the wars be found Mr. 

ell «4 Rainalds Mlebouſe: VVhben 
tald bim thet the King bad boft « 
8 io the Palionent; at t which Mr. 
83 breaſt, and (aid be was 


ugh 1 ſee no matter of charge againſt 
Depoſition, unleſs it were ſcandalous 
| ry Lyet let me add ſometbing touching 
Ir thas depoſed, and with what 
INE be did it. I ſhall therefore here 
Wo he w, that this VVlliam Clement 
tin Law oY Valien Pincbin, and thas 
2 kin bath had a great hand over 
and. bach n.. wa to do that which 


I believe 


(068) 

T believe hath troubled VFilkam Clement more 
then the taking of any Oath what ſoever; d 
which thou ſhalt have more hereafter: for 
the preſent I ſhall only acquaint thee with 
what affeQions VVilliem Clement appeared + 
gainſt me, and afterward ſhall leave it to thee 
to Judge whether he had not ſome - malie 
and ſp:1eful intentions which ſer him on work, 
Sometime after this VYilkem Clement meets 
with one Thomas Morley, of Swanrwick net 
Baib, whom (contrary to his former utc ) be 
beſpeaks very fair, calling him Couzen, prot 
fering him the Beer, that he was glad to fee 
him, that he had been oftentimes comingto 
his houſe, or to ſome ſuch purpoſe, but inthe 
cloſe, he fals to the buſineſs , which u 

That the Miniſter of Box was not right, that fo 
were reſolved to out bim, that an eſpecial wite 
which they bad ageinft him, was ene Sanders wi 
had done Thomas Morly ſome wrong [ That x, 
had broken open and robb'd his houſe | bat 
in regard that this Sanders was ſo maten 

witneſs for their purpoſe, his requeſt to him vu, 
That Thomas Morly weuld nt at thet time g. 
pear againſt him, becauſe that might very much in 
pairtbe credit of that witneſs, whoſe Teſtimony! 

1 Hſeſul. All that I hall now ſay touchiq 
this VViliam Clement is only this, that be 
who laboured to ſtop another mans mov 

from- ſpeahng a truth+ which might ber 
been to my beboof, may rationally be 


conceived to open his owne mouth to 14 


(069) 
d- which: wight be to my. preju- 


1 


E 

? C47 e r ? g | 
4 be Tranſactiont of this day do now draw Se:t. 20. 
en end; for althovgh there be ſeven 
ben behind, viz. Antbeny Balden, J.ba 
n, Jen Cottle, VVilliam Rawlings, Thontas 

rl, , Hang Hurts, and VVillzgm ,Cottle of 

0 bi muber; yet theſe being ſworn 

e enmined upon the feveral Articles, had not 

| bei xe word to ſay to either; which made one of 

e Commiſſioners in a kind of wonder to a, 

Ne dore ſe ma were ſummoned to appear ba- 


abe 10 ſoy ; I cannot but tell thee, thar 
el the witneſes whom I named but now, 
codctived that at that time we ſhould have 
lala end of it, in regard that all chat ſaid any 
thay which ſignified any matter of charge 
igünſt me were e Pinchin and Th:mas 
ah and in regard again, that it was ſo ma- 
niſeſt chat what they Cake, they ſpake out. of 
ade; which ( ſaid be) the Commiſſioners 
boving more underſtanding then we, muſt 
mis perceive ; and ſo they did ſome of them, 
none of them a Miniſter too, (to the Docdort 
dit be it ſpoken ) reported it elſewhere. 
yet wc. is ſtrange in this man, although he 
their leeven,and ſo muſt know them 

wat from boſe principles, and with reference to 4 
ea, yet he always vouchſafed to theſe men 

de woa he knew thus to act, his favorable coun · 
ot lame and fartberance. I know that the com- 
F;3 pariſon 


2 
S 


— 
— 


rr 


. (50) 


pariſort would be odiow, and therefore I ail il 

make none, only let me obſerve thus mach 

Mu. 29. unto Dr. Chambers, That Pilate ſought to dil. 
19. charge the perſon accuſed before bim, be. 
cauſe he perceived that they delivered him out 

of Envy; and it is commendable in him: bu 


now here we have one 3 chat 
the 'proſecution of theſe witnelles pro. 
ceeded from mefice , and yet he backs mal 
cr the very worſt of them to go 


Sect, 21, It wis at this time that I defired the Com- 
iniſſiones might have been informed upon 
Oath, what « manner of man iam Pinobla 

dad formerly been towards Grandfather in lev; 
and Grand mother, Father «nd Mother, Faber i 
Law, and Mother in Lew, Uncle and Aunt, 
Brother and Sifter ; and how herberaufyy he had 
uſed me, and what further miſchief he had 
threatned againſt me, for no other cauſe that 
] can imagine, but only for entertaining, 1.fings 
relieving, cletbing, furniſhing with money his Fe- 
tber, Mother — Brother, when he had beaten 
them out of doors; for I had a confidence i 
that there were then amongſt the Commiſion i 
ſome Gentlemen of diſcretion, and conſcience, 
who (having a right underſtanding of bis qua- 
lities and cond tons, and being informed how 
be had been ſeveral times complained of, and 
convicted before ſeveral Fuftices of the Peace, 


- 
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of ſuch horrid and barbarous crimes, as have 
F171. ſcarcely 


= ( 71 ) 

tui been aQed fince Cain, andthe Father. 

and alem lived upon the Earth, 
** I then, and at this preſent can 
My wore } would never have taken him 
fir 4 credible witneſſe, or have countenanced 
af ad Informer , or Solicitor, ro nor ſo 
e him, unleſs it had been 
— now none more forward 
e this then Dr. Cham- 
— of it to be true, but 
. — is like, that it ſhould come 
| of theſe Gent. for fear that 
# thereby have loſt fo pretious a 
rw perhaps for fear that he ſhould 
— fomething which would ha ve neer- 
Manon himſelf, This DoGor then ac- 
ug that there had been ſome ſmall 
7 between them, praying that no more 


IIR 


meer miphe be made 'of it; rogether with 
v inimation that all differences were now 
or to ſome ſucli purpoſe : In order 
Witiem Pinebin produces «a large 
Se he had then in readineſs, written 

containing a large ſtory of his 
king, acknow!edping that there bad 
hu ſotne ſmall differences among them; that 
hebs# 300 with his Wife; and that all was 


wirompoſed and well; or to that purpoſe. 
Nis Paper ( 


* being ſolemnly delivered in) was 
&ibrracely read by Mr. Bliſſet : That Mr. 
1. which would not then allow of cruſe- 


F 4 ning, 
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(72) 
ning, and Curſing, and Pericide to be ſufficen 
exceprions againſt bim or any man in point 
of Teſtimony. Theſe tis like he looked on 
as Circumſtances; and to tell thee my mind, 
when I had obſerved the manner of ther 
proceedings, I could not but think of tho 
Elders and N:bles that condemned Nabvb; 
who(notwithſtanding that they knew the wit- 
neſſes which appeared againſt him to be 
Sons of Belial, notwithſtanding they knen 
them to be falſe Witneſſes of their own 
making » yet) paſſed ſentence according. to 
that falſe evidence which they themſelves 
had put into the Witneſſes mouths. But 
to return to the Paper, of all other paſſi 
ges I cannot forget this that he ſayes. The 
now all d:fferences. were compoſed ; belike be 
means berwixt his Father and bimſelf. And 
tuch another Certificate might Cain har 
ſramed and delivered in, and have ſaid, that 
All was now ſweetly compoſed , and there 
were ncw no differences remaining betwilt 
him and his Brother, for that be himſelf had 
murdered him ſome certain years before. That 
good old man William Pincbins Father wu 
dead near three years before this time: 
and although I cannot but believe that 
God gathered kim to bis Grave in peat: 
( ſo knowing what I know) I cannot think 
otherwiſe but that this Son of his baſtemi 
bis fal; and ſo although the Father were 
| thereby 


ö 


| 


(1673 
la ſooner withGod, yet we may well 
the Son is the farther from him 
hit: it being uſual for wicked Children, 
and other wicked men to haſten 
Gb ſervants to him by thoſe wayes and 
mani” by. which they ruine themſelves. 
our Lawes repute none P. 
dan bot who lay violent hands on 
rr i . ſome blows and wounds 
ſe cauſe of deatb; yet 
— „but , Divine Juſtice will 
Jook-ppon many for _ Paricides whom our 
le do vot reach; nor ſee I any cauſe 
to unbt of it, but that he who with 
L „with Threats,” er Curſes, with Blows, 


thGripes in the Threat,;, with; drawing Knives, 
ith extinuo! horrid: and, barbarow vexations , 
fall eyco-- break his Fathers heart, (and 
William Pinchin the Elder hath: ſaid 
that big. Son would do by. him) is as guilty 
of rhis blond as if he bad taken a Knife 
"ſtabbed him. And I could adviſe 
Mr. Chembers to admoniſh Viliam Pincbim 
ir be would ſadly conſider of it in this 
And I am cpnfident of it, that 
they. had done better ſervice both to the 
Charch of God and to the Conmon-wealth , if 
(inſtead of incouraging him to ſwear falſly 
and maliciouſly himſelf, and inſtrufting others 
to doe the like) they had ſpent ſome 
pains with bim co have made him * 
1 chat 


OY 


70 
that the Foice f 4 Fathers bloud, is 
wwre ' clamorow then the Voice of « Ik 
tber! f 


4 
4 

s 
* 


Sect. 22, And it is more then Doctor Chana 
knows, wherher there have been any ſuch Lox 
and Unity amongſt theſe who are there ya 
behind, as was then ſuggeſted and pretended 
to be. If he knows not of it already, 1 
can tell him that ſince the time that I wi 
thre from Box , chete- have been notable 
laſing of ' Dovrer ," gnaſhing' of Teeth , ſw 
werds paſſing from the Son to the Mnber, 
and great — g and croffing betwin 
them in their buſinefs', it being Vilia 
Pinebins cuſlomeſ to do by his Mother 2s be 
did by me. To doe himſeif forme miſchief, 
chat be may doe his Mother 1 greater, 
pleafing himſelfe. in frighting way work 
and Cuftome from” their Mill, as I hare 
heard; belike thinking bimfelfe well fatisft- 
ed with little or nothing, becanſe bis Mo- 
ther doth thereby loſe her half. The D. 
Ser, if he aske the Neighbonrhood, or he 
Servants, or the Children, may be told 
that there is little there that ſavours of 1 
Cordial Union, or of a Bleſſed Reformati- 
. Poſſibly it may not be ſo publique now 
as it bath been formerly : but in caſe ſhe 
be forced out of her houſe, ſhe dares not 


lay 
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, en ef her phat 
. — — I in Chan 


* 


ar 

an 

boy 

= — her houſe, but ut 
— 
0299+ rt 05 tl: 
. n 1 ; 


m produced ; another Paper (I thint 
be/received d from Thomas Power! Y fas thi 


2 boteſt n I think be add 
g dt abet tin in the; C 
— The writing was but wort, 
* 1 remember z TRL 
1 7. 
he de bed lived ſo long . my A 
ſtr), und was not U or to that 
/ parpoſe., -.. 


"Which Paper —_ my requeſt they ſhew 
mo me, upon the view whereof I finde 
1 de" the hand of William Sergeant, 2 


indeed hving in Somerſet, but in a 
12 


IAK A 


1 —— 


ging to Bex, a conſiderable part 


Blate lying in that Poriſb; about the 
Tithes 


- 
d 


* buy: gurchef, or elſe wauʒt 
e ee ſhe hath made 


for one ito | © 
: * 
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(676) 
Tubes whereof (for he refoſerh piymene): 
bath . both / 
ſem 4nd-Vieer 5rand''f&far; proceedettagant 
He dyed in that he lay in Gaal tu the ſame fcor 
Iichefter even 10 his- dying day. This man V. 
6@h1659. 5ergrant (by report): butt gone through 
ons; and at thattime was. and I-thiak 
Kill continued 2s vehement « Quade, 254 
whatſoever, Upon the redelivery of the Pipe 
I cold them Thad muchto ſhew fromthe (eat 
man, and written by. the ſame hand. Nov 
by this the Commiſſioxers might have guel 
what ſort of men appeared againſt me, it 
eie that they laboured to ſtrengthen chemitle 
by ſuth who 'are profeſt enemies to the 
Proſeſſion and Calling of Miniſters. Not 
was this the firſt time that they recervel 
e omg me written by this M illiam Sn- 
geunt. He it was that wrote the Article! & 
gainſt me, which were Exhibited by fil 
Trevers, his Brother in Law. But ſince he wu 
in "perſon before the Commiſſioners at 1 
next time of my appearing; I ſhall trouble 
thee no more about him now, nor wit 
any thing elſe, touching the Trenſafion df 
this day. 0 | 


From Marlborough after an Expenſive 
Reckoning we are diſcharged : and not- 
wichſtanding the Warrant by which 1 apper 
red, expreſſed that 1 ſhould then recen 

Judgemed 
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(77) 
the d 
wto "3-4 Ih there _—_ 


belike the Teſtimonies came not up as 
A Auk of theſe Commiſſioners, 


x to Mr. 7 5 and Dr. Chembers deſires, 
ole Viliam Pinchin might give him in in 
r Paper, aud that be had other Wit- 
TA , that could ſwear farther 
more; but for that time diſcharged 
muntill another Summons. 


The Tranſactions at my 
fourth time of appearing before 
them, June 4. & 5. «t the 
George in Caln. 


from Marlborrough, May 9. wit 
| ſome ſhort time after I received a 
— of Paper from Jobn Travers in theſe 


Mr, Buſbnel, | | 
Our appearance is expefied before aur Com- 
wiſteners at their next meeting as the 
in Caln, Wedneſday the J. of June, with ' 
nur Witneſſer, ſor your further defence; if you in- 
lend any more. 


William Bliſſet Clerk. 
14 Mey 1656. | | 


Whether 


Eing as I told thee thus —— Sect, 7 
in 


6885 


Feet, 2. Whither we repair accordingly, and the 
| we finds for the Common-wealth Fili 
Pinthin,- Jene Pinebin his mother , Elize 
Pincbin bis Wife, Peter Web, Fobn Gibbons, 

cholas Spencer, Thomas Hayward, Ann the Wil 

of iu ; William Cottle, and Hen 
Parjony of Box, John Gibbons of Corſbam, 7d 

reared Sun 8 Sergeant of 

Bethjad, Willyw Sanders. of Chippenham, Ole 

diab Chelterlbem, Richard Cottle, and Lawrent 

Cottle of Ditcherridg, who being all ſworn 

were * 27 to ſpeak to the Anriicler, 

| gy they were propoſed umi 


But before 1 deſcend to any particulan, 

I ſhall recommend to thy obſervation ſont 
things. As | 

I. That williem Pinchin at this time leaves 
off to be a vimeſe, and now takes upon bin 
and acts the part of a Sollicitor, or Informet, 
for (as I can prove) be inftruGed and catech'- 
Zed ſome of the witneſſes before, and ſo fat 
led with them, that they were conter-* 

ted to ſwear not what they had inforrel 
bim of, but accordingly as he had written; 
and aſterward he marſhals his Witneſſes into 
a form, and accordingly as he looked upon 
Paper they were called upon, and ex- 


mined upon thoſe Articles to which he 1 
| ' them. 


oF 
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 Dbadieh Cheltenham being his aſſiſtant in 
baſineſs; for notwithſtanding it was much 

ick they then faid and did, yet we have not 
word as from them in the Depoſitions 

ic were taken that day. 

{oi Ibare told thee the laſt day, bow no 
of Wiliem Pinchins witneſſes 
ppointed bim, and that two more 

ing to no purpoſe; ſo that he had 
neto ſtand by him then but his boneſt neiꝑh- 
ar «The. Pewel. But now you may gueſs 
erin ſuch Hints and incouragements from his 
s and DoJors, he hath by this time 
ted bimſelf with men proper for their pur- 

s and his own ; for he hath now procu- 
en of all ſorts, and from ſeveral quar- 
rs, "not only Pariſhes but Ceuntiet likewiſe ; 

* igit any wonder if ſome of them (con- 
ning their own quality, the incourage- 
dm thoſe Commiſſioners, and the ver- 

wes of their Tuter William Pinchin ) ſhould 
b trip, and ſwear to the purpoſe. That he, 
tat is Viliam Pinchin) ſuborned ſome to 
ar, 40d tampered with others, was, or 

| have been proved to the Commiſſioners 

ces: and this might be the cauſe why Wil. 
unis would not ſwear himſelf, becouſe be 
vn aſſurance that be had now-a ſort of 
wed lads who would ſwear as he would 

ne them; ſo that whacſo:ver is afterwards 
poled you may look upon 8s Wiliam 
"Sa, having got this advantage by it, that 
| G whereas 
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(82) 
whereas be ſwears formerly by himſelf, whic 
could be lookt upon only us a ſingle Teſtinay 
now he ſwears by many proxies, which my 
be lookt upon as ſeveral Teftimonies : when 
in truth it is all Pinohin till, although conveye 
dy other pipes and feathers. 


Nor muſt it be forgotten that Mr. Byfiel 
(aſſoon as he had taken bis pipe of Tobacy 
coming from a window where formerly lee 
was, made a propoſal that all perſons what 
ever there preſent ſbculd withdraw : Tris thought 
that he had ſome farther propoſal ro make 
which was conceived to be a ns ſome 6 

tlemen then in the room, whoſe preſence he 6 

not (as it was thought) ſo well like of; but ſo 

after we were all called in again, and all admit 

red excepting my Witneſſes; but Mr. By 
would not by any means admit that the 
ſhould bein the hearing. Ke | 


Something J muſt tell thee likewiſe, touch Aus 
ing Wiliam Sargeant whom I have lately me! 
tioned, Jobn Gibbons of Corſham, and be wen 
both at Cain before the Commiſſioners ; be 
both ſoon thruſt out of door becauſe the 
would not take their Outbs, and keep of ibo 
Het. Now I have heard that all which Vir Ae 
am Sergeant had then to ſay was againſt the den 
calling: and that his coming thither was e 
have ſpoken to Mr. Chembers, or Mr. Byfielz b 
2gunſt whom I am confident they had ffs. 
| | greate! 


(83) 
ater exceptions then againſt me. And that 
ts was Hiliam Sorgeants buſineſs at Can ap- 
n by this; for it was he who after he was 
ned out of dores at Ca/z made that great ſtir 
aeath in the Court: twas he that then ſcat- 
ed the printed Papers, one whereof was 
bronphe up into the Commiſſioners Chamber and 
Wirered: to them by Mr. Crump, who was 
h troubled at it, and put into a great ſweat 
tereby, And now, is it not ſtrange that the 
imer ſhould receive Articl-s and Pa- 
y againſt me, from ſuch hands ? Nay, is it 
woreſtrange that they ſhould retain, and 
ie np his Papers, and yet reje& his perſon ? 
t bis ho, ſhould be carefully kept, and 
d onas godly, and yet that the Author 
null be turned out of dore as a Qualer F I 
wonder not ſo much at William Pinchin that 
e ſhoald produce ſuch men (for you ſhall 
R in the following diſcourſe that be hath 
aredand produced much worſe) as at thoſe 
, who ever countenanced the per ſon of 
de one, and madeVſe of the Papers of the 
r. It was an handſom argument which 4 
i uſed to the Duke of Clarence, thereby 
0-mchdraw him from the Earl of #arwick 
mu whom he ſifed, to bis own Brother King 
ad 4, againſt whom he took part. That the Phil.Cam. 
eas amoj that part wherein Clarence was af N 
n ed, was utterly to extingu'ſh and rui V. 
4, erh to extinga'ſh and ruin 
wuſe of York, whereef Clarence was an enj* 
ﬆ perſon, And I ſay that the conſideration 
G 2 of 
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(840 
of the deſigns of ſuch ſort of men, might han 
told the Commiſſioners, the Miniſters at le: 
thatꝰas to this particular their caſe was 
mine; and that had they opportunity to the 
will, they would do as much by them as thy 
have done by me, 


But to come to the Depoſitions; Tho firſt in« 
der as they lie in the copy received] from the 
Clark, was the Depoſition of ibn Trauen 
who ſaith, : 


That about four (1.) years ſince he havin; 
( 2.) order taken up ſome Malignant: boi 
at Box, ( 3.) ſeverall addreſſes were 
to bim by Mr. Buſhnel, ( 4. ) Major Hum, 
and (5.) others who came all together fu 
Mr. Buſhnells bouſe, baving there drank! 
ry bard, being bigh in Beer, as this Depon® 
conceived. 


Touching which Depofition I ſhall obſer 
to thee, 

1. That the time when as John Travers cant 
to Box, was in Auguſt, 1648. which is mod 
more then four years before June, 1656. An 
ther Circumſtance for Mr. Bliſſet. 

2. What other order he had 1 know not, 
but I am ſure that he then ated by vertue df 
forged Warrant written as from Mr. Edu 
Stokes, bis name \\kewiſe being ſabſcribed uni 
It; but dſavowed by that Gentleman, as neithe 

: grit 
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un by bim, or by his conſent; and con - 
ad to be contrived by Thomas Webb, Fehn 
um his Brother in law. That Vebb who 
# ſo notorious for infamie with Mc. Henry 
lies late wife; this ebb being at that time 
in the company, and a very buſie man among 
them, By which you may gueſs fobn Travers 
to. have been a very unfitting man to be 
loked- on as a credible witneſs, when as I 
could then, and can yet prove him guilty of 
fuch Grimes which our Law puniſhech with 
Tini, loſs of Ears, ſlitting of noſtrils, and x. KAR. 
kering with an hot Iron, and it may be rati- 14. 
oully preſumed, that he who will for an ad- 
Rage make one man ſay what he never 
ought of, will likewiſe for a like advantage 
ae another man do, what he never did. 
And 3, whereas he adds that there were 
aiheſſer made by me to him, I muſt tell thee 
that this is like the reſt, I make addreſſes 10 
Jan Travers ? I had known the fellow above 
lum years before; yet carnot remember that 
be was ever ſo high, or my ſelf ſo low, as 
that | ſhoultl either need or fear him. And 
layes be, that I made Addreſſes unto him? And 
bete ſeveral addreſſer ; whereas I am ſure that 
I conld have made him confeſs , that I was 
never but once where he was; and then 
ay buſineſs was to Colonel Eye, and not to 
Travert. And next he addes that Majar 
and others came from my houſe. Here 


* have dead men, and &c. my companions 
G 3 again, 


Sect. 8. 


(36) 
again ; for although Mr. Hunt were then þ 
ving, yet he was not at the time of my ap 
pearing before the Commiſſtoners, in a caps 
city to vindicate either himſelf or me. An 
whereas be ſayer that they bad there drank wn 
bard, it muſt be replyed that it was more 
then John Travers knew whether they drank 
ſo much as a drop there, he ſaw it not, for 
he was not inthe houſe, and therefore what 
he ſwears is either upon conjecture or hear. 
fay, This is the third time that they have 1 
ceived ſuch Teſtimonies againſt me, 


I ſhall give thee an account of the ſtor 
as it was; A party of Souldiers ( whered 
7chn Travers was one) having taken up Horſe 
in the Pariſh, amongſt others light upon 4 
Horſe or to of one Mr. Colliers, a Gentleman 
then living in Dorſetſhire, and a Brotber- to 
Mris. Hunt, whom he then came to viſit ; they 
being thus diftreſſed repair to Colone! 1//i!lian 
Eyre for his aſſiſtance, which he promiſes, i 
order whereunto he repairs to Box , whither 
lik ewiſe repair Mr. Hunt, Mr. Collier, Mris. Hum, 
and two more of ber Sifters; who conceiving 
Colonel Eyre to be at my houſe, come thither, 
but not finding him there (after a very ſhot! 
ſtay) they make to another place where they 
underſtood he was, and 1 along with them: 
Aud I affure thee, phat their haſt was ſuch, 
and their ſtay with me ſo ſhort, that I can- 


not ſay that they ever ſite down or * 
ate , 
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b mach 48a glaſs of Beer. And thus much 
ou two Soukdiers at that time quartered 
wich me in the houſe (who were more likely 
to h, and to ſpeck the truth then Jahn 
unt) have depoſed, if I could have bad fo 
much juſtice that they might be heard. In- 
deed Jabn Trovers was ſo far in the right, 
tut one of the Gentlemen was very high, 
which was this Mr. Collier, but it was in an- 
gu, and not in Beer; and ſo I believe John 
Trevers would have found him, if Mr. Collier 
bad had him in a convenient place: I have 
told thee that we all came along together 
from my houſe to Colonel Eyre, where Fobn 
Travers likewiſe was, and many more belide, 
whete we made ſome ſtay, and had much 
diſcourſe about thoſe Horſes, and other mat- 
ters: And it is ſtrange that none ſhould ob- 
{re chis-.diftemperature in all that time, 
bat only John Travers who never ſaw us drink. 
But doubtleſs Joby Traverrexpected ſome mo- 
nes for his pains, and therefore right or AN, 
i or falſe, he would ſwear ſomethinng to 
the purpoſe that he might ſeem to bave de- 
ſered his wages, I hear that afterward he 
mihed that he had never medled in it, (fo 
. Judas too) for that he bad thereby gain- 
ed the diſeſpect of ſome Gentlemen; nor can 
I wonder if that all men ſhould «bandos and 
de his: ſociety that ſticks not at forgery and 
eiu. But ſince he is dead, I ſhall ſay no 


more of him but only this, (and this interro- 
> G + rem 


Selk. 9. 


Sect, 10, You may remember that in the Tranſadlim 
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rem aliorum,) That notwithftanding he bil 
been of a long time a Contribution: gat herer, 4 
plunderer, an informer, a kind of Agent and ö. 
queſtraor, yet it is ſaid that he dyed very pur 
and notwithſtanding he had been many time 
abſent from Slaugbienſerd, and for a long time 
together, yet divine Providence ſo orders it, 
that he ſhould die « beggar in that place where 
his infamies were known and pradiſed ; touch. 
ing the manner of his death I ſay 10. 
thing. 


Next comes one Pinchin widow, and ſin 
that about two years and 4 balf ſince, Jau 
Hendy told ber that Mr. Buſhnel bad 4. 
tempted to lie with her : and withall ſoil, 

| that ſhe did think that moſt of your Parſ 

. were fl. ſply given. And ſaith, That about in 
year fince Mr. Baſhnel baptized Mr: Speke 
child by the Bookof Common Prayer, aud ſigvei 
it with the ſign of the (roſe, 


we ©” oor wo re 


of the firſt day at Lavington, I cold you chat 
Jane Hendie was ſummor'd. in as a Witneb 
for the Common-wealth ; but I made no mer 
tion of her information then, conceiving 
that ic might be better deferr'd till another 
time. She was likewiſe at Mariburgb. Me) d. 
and was ſworn there likewiſe, her Dopoſi- 
tion being taken intheſe words ; | 


Tha 
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ſha ſhe never beerd of any leſciviow talk 
frm "Mr. Buſhnell , nor did be ever at- 
| to lie with her, nor doth ſhe re- 
member that ſbe ever ſpake of «ny ſuch thing 
1 Jone Pinchin widow', or to any other 


perjar. 


This her Depoſition, together with her age Born 
and poor withered countenance, had in all 5**: 


likelihood ſatisfied the Commiſſioners as to that 
particular ; but now William Pinchin at Laving- 
ts boldly interpoſes and tels the Commiſſioners 
lat h mother this Fone Pinchin had told him 
that this Jane Hendy had ſaid ſo much to her: 
on which Maſter Chambers adds that if Goodwife 
lain bad ſaid ſo, he was bound to believe ber. And 
gane at Mariburgb, May 8. when there were 


Papersdelivered in by William Pinchin written 
by himſelf, wherein it was affirmed under 
ber mark that Fane Hendy ſhould ſay ſo, 


the Doctor adds again, That If Goodwife 
Pachin ſaid ſo, be was in conſcience bound to 
lelieve ber. | 


Nom by the Do&ers leave I conceive theſe Sect, 11. 


words of his, I am bound, and I am bound in con» 
ſciewe to believe ber, were not ſpoken by him 
ether with diſcretion or chariy. 


' 1, Not with ſo much adviſedneſs or diſcre- 


tim; ſor it is well known that William Pinchin 


had that power over his Mother that ſhe dared 
not 


190) 


not but to ſay, and to do as her Son wy 


have her; I believe ſo well known that t 
Doctor himſelf could not be altogether ig 
rant of it; and what an incouragement ( 
theſe wards of the Noor give M illiam Find 
to teach his Mot her to ſay or to ſwear an) thi 
having this aſſurance given her before hin 
That what ever ſhe ſaid muſt be believed, ani 
for currant ? if ſhe had not ſaid ſo, yet he 
ving ſuch a bint given him and ſuch aps 
with bis Mather, might eaſily order it that 
gainſt her appearing before them ſhe ſhout 
«tieft it with confidence, When I conſider tie 
ſtory of Herod and the Bytiſt, I am fully pe 
ſwaded that - Herods unadviſed promiſe, gin 
occaſion to his Wives and Brotbers daughtt 
to ask Jehn Baptiſts bead. And (that notwith 
ſtanding they hated him to death) they woull 
not have made ſuch a requeſt, unleſs they bu 
been imboldened thereunto by Herodi pt 
miſe; But now when ſuch words ſhall ſil 
from bis mouth, Whatſoever thou ſhalt ak of me! 
wil give, and this promiſe confirmed wic 


an Oath; This is enough to make them fit 


high, and to bethink themſelves touching ſome 
great demand, proportionable to his voſt en- 
ceſion, and their veſter malice. One of the 
Evangelifts reports it, that having ſuch « i 
miſe, ſhe conſulted with ber mother bat (he ſþ-u 
ank, aud there is no doubt of it, but that tht 
conſideration of ſuch a promiſe moved her Mr 


ther ſo to inſtruct her: and why more 
thele 
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ue words from the Doctor, I am bound, and 
inland in conſcience to believe ber, hearten up 
te Sew to inſtrutt his Mother what to ſweor , 
well n thoſe other words heartned up 
be Mwber to inſtrudt her Daugbter what to 


1 


But yet in caſe that Goodwife Pinchin had ect. x2, 
fad fo, yet what ſufficient Grounds had 
the Dody for fo much confidence, I am bound, 
Joan bound in Conſcience ? I ſhall allow it that 
the Doctor bath been a long time acquainted 
with her, that ſhe may have entertained him 
and dis often, and her carriage may have been 
aach as to gain his good opinion of her; but 
pet all this will not amount to be a ſufficient 
ground for ſo much confidence, that ſhe 
ſhould'be ſo knowing 2s that ſhe could not 
ere from the truth, or ſo cordial and intire that 
ſhe would not report a falſhosd, for all Mr. Cham- 
ter; knew ſhe might be another woman then he 
took her for. And why might not the Doctor 
de miſtaken in her as well as he hath been in 
many others > (women I mean, for there his 
acquaintance did eſpecially lie, and theſe many 
ofthem ſuch who had the hand over their 
Hwboend:) who have followed him as far, and 
15 oft as Jene Pinebin and yet are now faln 
off both from his Doctrine and acquaintarce? 
Ny, why might not the Doctor be miſtaken 
in her, as well as he hath been in his friend 


and Chaplain Blake late of rminſter: no man 
can 
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can know what is in anothers heart. Nay 
,. why may not the Doctor be miftaken in by 
$i mp. why may | 
wo . as well as many hundreds have been miſtakes 
copneſca- in the Doctor? Alas what juſt grounds d 
m, un confidence have we that we cannot be miſtakes 
mri 1239 in others, when as we are ſo often deceived i 
3 our own ſelves? When as the Propbet ſays 
— that tbe heart is deceitful above all things deſperach 
Prov. 27. Wicked, who can know it ? Doubtleſs he ſpeaks d 
19. the deceitfulneſs and ſmall knowledg which e- 
Jer. 19, 9, very man bath of bis own heart, as well as of the 


10. hearts of other men. 


K 


Sect. 13. But yet (for all the Dꝛdert great confidence) 
others, who have had more and better mean 
to be acquainted with Jane Pinchin in ſome par 
ticulars then I believe ever the Dodor had, have 
not met with ſo much upright dealing from 
this Jane Pinchin which deſerves ſo great an 
Encomium: I have heard of ſuch that have diſ- 
covered her to be very nimble with her To 
diſh, more nimble then became an honeſt wamun: 
I have heard too from others who have been 
ſet by their Parents (it ſeems they had cauſe to 
doubt her) to watch her that ſhe might not 
miſ-remember her (elf, and take toll twice; it was 
ber own Son Wiliem (as I have heard ) that 
ſaid, Tbat ſhe bad driven away moſt of the cuſtm 
jromthe Mil, and certainly this could not be 
by any of her virtues. I love not to rake in 
dungbils, yet this ; can ſay of my own know 

, ledg, that ſhe hath borrowed of me ſeveral 
an 
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ſums which ſhe bach neither 
me, vor will ſhe confeſs that ſhe ever 
ined them; and that ſhe hath in money 
ann received ſeveral ſums from me, 

ſhe will not acknowledge that ſhe ever 
wind, ITlent her and her husband money 
ot of my purſe, when ber Son bad beaten them 
Wont of der, they being utterly deſtitute, nor 
uer they where to go to relieve themſelves, 
whichis yet unpaid, nor can I gain any thing 
from them but baſe words and deeds in lieu of it. 
Ide Doctor may do well to adviſe them to 
make payment to me, (it is a piece of cur- 
tefie which he hath done for his friends in 
ſoneother place as I have heard) or elſe let 
lim abate of his good opinion of chem. But if 
te millnot credit me, let him ask his friend 
Mr. Stern what juſt and upright dealing be 
fund with them, when he ſojourned with them 
there? and. what a reckoning they brought 


þ 
” 
1 
F 
(| 
y 


tin in (as he hath reported it) for Breed and 71. 


Geeſe. 'Tis true indeed, that is believed that Tweaty 


Mr. Stern had better proviſion there, then 
breadand Cheeſe, and therefore was it falſe in 
lim to report it ſoz but yet it is believed a- 
gain that he either paid for that which be never 
bed, or paid to a far greater value then the pro- 
nlion came to, and that therefore the Do- 
dor good friend muſt be guilty of couſening 
ind cheatin;g. We know that in the Decalogue 
that Command, Thou ſha't not bear falſe 


Vitneſr, is in order immediately after that Thou 
ſha:t 


obless 


Sect, 14. 


reverence end learning )tq ſay (when it had been 
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ſpalt mt ſteal; it may be that the Probiliting 
are therefore ſo near, becauſe uſually the fi 
are ſo. He that hath ftoln will not flick at 
le, nor is it any great wonder that ſuch why 
have been light of their bands, ſhould be ule 
of their tongues. | 


And now I ſhall add that theſe word: ! 
am boand, I am bound in conſcience to believe he, 
were not ſpoken by the Doctor, with chain 
towards Jane Hendy, for the poor old woman 
had been twice before them before this time, 
and upon ber Oath ( being never tampered 
with or prepared, as was William Pincbiu 
uſe, no nor ſo much as ſpoken with by ne) 
depoſetb, 
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Thet ſhe never heard any laſcivious talk frat 
Mr. Buſhnel; mor did be ever attempt u 
lie with ber; nor doth ſhe remember thi 


ever ſhe ſpeke of any ſuch thing to Jone Pin- 
chin widow, or te any other perſon. 


And now for Dr, Chambers (a men of ſo mich 


good manners in him to hold his peace)that if 
Goodwife Pinchin bed ſaid ſo be was in con cience 
bound to believe her, was (upon the matter) to 
fay to this Zane Hendies face, that ſhe had 
twice forſworne her ſelf; I ſaid before, that the 
Doctor could not know ſo much of the 
widow Pinchin, but he might be miſtaken in 

| her 
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ter, Loow add further, that for any thing he 
ber, this Jane Hendy might deſerve as good 
n i of her fiddlity as he had of this Fone 
Fachinzand is it not then a moſt uncbaritable 
thing for ſuch an one as the Doctor to pro- 
qonnce the one as infalible, the other as per- 
uu, upon ſuch uncertain grounds ? 1 am 
hunt in conſcience. Beſide the incouragement 
which this gave to William Pinebin, of which 
I ae ſpoken already, what conſternation and 
maemmnt muſt this needs bring upon all my 
witneſſes? When as a word from Wiliam Pin- 
chu, (who will ſay or ſwear any thing to do 
2 miſchief) as from his Mother (who muſt 
ſwear and ſay as he would have her) ſhall 
in this Doors judgement render them under 
that notion as to be looked upon as perſons 


ver jur ed. 


I report it with much ſadneſs of ſpirit that Sect. 15. 
theſe contradictory Teſtimonies of Fane Hendy and 
Jae Pinchin ( whereof one of neceſſity muft 
be falſe) are both token upon Oath; one or 
other of them muſt needs be forfworne ; and 
vith me (and I believe that moſt that know 
ware of my minde) it is ſoon decided where 
theperjury lies: for I proteſt it in the preſence 
of our great Gad, that there never was any ſuch 
nent made by me, no nor ſo much as theught 
J: md therefore I cannot poſſibly be ſo un- 
de itable as to think that the poor woman upon 


guns, and for m purpoſe, ſhould belie _ 
el 
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ſelf or ſlander me. And now I ſhall add fur. 
tber, that I believe that this and many othe 
falſe Oaths had never been taken, had no 
the Doctor bythoſe words, I am bound in ar 
ſcience, hinted unto them a kind of faculty, « 

diſpenſation of ſwearing, and that now they 
might be bold. And one thing farther, Tha 
Oatb being falſe, as I am confident it wi, 
and as it is very probable this Oath being 
cauſed by ſuch an invitation, I am bound in cv 
ſcience; If an incourager or an abetior, Ora 
perſwader be an acceſſary, I cannot acquit ſome- 
body (the DoRor may gueſs whom I mean) 
from being guilty of this, and mam following 
perjuries. I remember that Uſes layes 1 
claim to all the Meroick acts of Achilles, becauſe 
that it was through his procurement that he 
went to the wars of Troy. 


Atm. 13. Ergo opera ili mea ſunt —— 


And why may not tbeſe men be intituled to all 
the infamous actions which follow, ſince it wis 


from them eſpecially that they had their iſ 
and incouregement ? 


Scet. 16. I muſt not forget one thing more: When the 
widow Pinobin had given in this Teſſ imony l deſi- 
red Mr. Bliſſet to ask ber whether ſhe believed it? 
To which ſhe anſwered, that gooawife Hendy did 
0 ſo. But this not ſatisfying Mr. Bliſſer 2566 
her again, But do you believe it to be true? T0 

wich 
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i the anſwers again, that it v true that 
ie Hendy ſaid jo : but this noc ſatisfying 
x, Mr. Bliſſet asks her the third time, But do 
ive Mr. Buſhnell ts be airy ſuch man? To 
< ſhe anſwers, that ſhe could n judge. Now 
guſt tell che Reader that not long before 
bs, ſhe having ſome diſcourſe with ſeveral 
rlons, ever acquited me, ſaying that ſhe be- 
that I was wronged , or 10 that purpoſe * 
now ſhe changes her note, and ſayes, 
comet judge. Doubtleſs her own ſen Wil- 
orthe DoGor ( for I have heard that he 
n her houſe betwixt April 28. & June 4) 
lutructed her, and taught her to fall 
: and why might not he make the 
as well as alter a part of it? It was 
that while the Mother was on her 
mination , the ſon was in ſome gem and 
lexitie, which he expreſt by rabbing, and 
ing of his face and bead, fearing belike 
ut his Ma ber ſhould miſs ber trip, or forget, 
ay thoſe inſtructions winch he had 
4 er, 


Bur now ſome may ſay, it ke very unlikely, Feet 17, 
dot impoſſible, that all this rumor ſhould 
raiſed, that all this ſtir ſhould be made 
"at ot upon nothing, upon no grounds at 
And indeed 1 am of the ſame minde, I 
e it my buſineſs therefore ro enquire of 
Ja Headie, ſince this buſineſs was over, to 
wa her ſelf, and to call to mind whar 
H diſcourie 
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diſcourſe or communication ſhe had had nit 


ne Pinchin which might be wreſted to ui e 
a conſtrufiion. Whereupon ſhe told me, H 
during the time that ſhe was my ſervant, Whig 
entertained a Miniſter in my houſe (he cali 
bimſelf Page) who pretended that he was bed 
out of Ireland, affirming that he had there ec 
very great dangers. and ſuſtained" very great liſt 
Inſomuch that he was now very Vw, am 
both needed and deſired the charitable rei 
of others. In order whereunto he deſirelfſſninc 
that he might preach in my Church, to baff 
I condeſcended, which Exerciſe and Coed den 
being ended, in regard that he made a g 
moan, I took him with me into my houſe, eve : 
th 


tertained him and lodged him all night : aun 
Chad it not been for his great importuni 
to be gone early the next morning) it is lu 
I might have entertained him longer; butide 
appears ſince that he therefore made ſuajis 
baſte to be gone, becauſe he had alreadf 
(lying in a chamber by himſelf, whe 
there was a Trunk and ſome Boxes open) po 
ſeſt himſelf of his errand 3 for he had ſtoln er i® 
ral pieces of Clothes, Stockins, and other g« | 
both] of mine and «thers, which he took awe 
along with bim. We miſt not theſe Cree 
till ſome dayes after ; nor did my ſervants (i 
I was the laſt that heard of it) diſcover unter 
me any ſuſpicion that they had of him until 
one had tod them he had lately ſeen this TI Xx 
about. five miles from Box, hing ſleeping s Ver 
the 
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und, neer unto an hedge, by which 
ere ran 2 little Brook; and that two (babi- 
o like wemen) were in the mean time waſh- 
xe and hanging out to dry, ſeveral parcels of 
Aab; adding farther to my ſervants, that 


ud they been there they might have chanc't to 

met with that which they bad leſt. This 

ry Jene Hendie tells to fone Pinchin, and 

in ſome paſſion about it: for it ſeems that 

be had ſuffered in that loſs; ſhe ſpeaks her 
inde likewiſe very freely touching Page 

u his Landreſſes; and to ſome who made 
benſelves unwilling to believe that men of 
Is profeſſion ſhould be of ſuch a converſation, 
he adds to this purpoſe, that your Parſons 
wing me no more then ſhe named Mr. Byfield 
the Doctor) might be fleſhly given 4s well as 

mn. This is the ſum of the ſtory , as 

de bath reported unto me; and as ſhe ſayes 
is was all ſhe ſpake to Fone Pinchin , nei- 
der did ſhe (as it is in her Depoſition ) 
jon my name at all. And fee now what 

i ſtory the ſon, and the Mother together with 
e Doctors incouragement have made of it. I 
eſieye that the DoRor knows already that 
ldere have been ſuch heretofore, who were 
much given to miſtake, and miſ. remember, 
nd miſ. report other mens words, and all 
lor the worſe, to the prejudice of him 
t ſpoke them; and I believe that the 

IKRor knows what ſort of men they have 
Veen, To all which fer me add only this, And 
H 2 think 
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Rom.2.3, thinkeſt thou this that thou ſhalt eſcape that deft 
ſame ? 


Sect. 18. There is another branch in Jone Pinch 
Depoſition, which I bave not yet ſpokent 
which is this 3 
That about two years ſince Mr. Buſhnell lg 
tized Mr. Spekes child by the Book of C 
mon Prayer, did ſigned it with the ſig 
the Croſs, ber ſen Williams wife tben 
poſing that ſhe was then alſo preſent a 
Baptizing of Mr. Spekes cbild, and ſm 
the ſame. 


And here I ſhall obſerve a wonder u 
thee; That with in ſix weeks a child ſhould gr 
d year and three quarters old; for this is one 


the children of which Obadieb Cheltenham ip 
at Lovington, and then and there affirmedy 
on Oath, that I bad ſigned it with the jign of 
Croſs within 4 qnarter of an year , 1 
be proved; tis likely he meant that ili 
Pinchint mother, and bis wife ſhould proves 
Here we bave another circumſtance for Mr. Bis 
And here we have a ſtory (ſuch an one u 
15) of a thing done about two years ſince: 
ſhall defire thee to know that the chi, 
whom they ſpeak was Baptized , Odiober : 
1653. which was more then two year and 
54 before theſe depoſitions were taken, 1 
although that word about may make it paſſi 
in ſome tolerable ſenſe, yet it is in my thovf 
[ | 
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ut Viliam Pinchin had ſome deſign in it 
his. mother and his wife ſhould ſwear ſo 
Ante /: for in this particular che ſpace of 
or ſeven meneths, nay of but a week would 
ave very much altered the caſe, The Ordi- 
ace by which theſe Commiſioners ſate bares 
th Aug. 29. 1654. and although it did look 
vert beyond the date of it, and queſtioned 
þ things which were done before the law 
made, yet it doth not look fo far back as 
0 Octeb, 28, 1653, Then (nay on the laſt of 
nb, 165 3.) that might have been done 
th ſafety, which if one had done on the 
ly following, he might have been queſtion- 
for; it might be therefore a deſign in Vil- 
Pixchin to put it into ſuch indefinite terms 
two years, it might be ſomewhac with- 
„ and under, as well as abwwe; and ſuch an 
erpretation as beſt pleaſed the Commiſſioners, 
nd that if Mr. Byfield and the Doctor could 
me procured it, ſnguld have been ſuch as 
have done me the moſt miſcbief) 
ould have been put upon it: But of this 
Depoſition I ſhall ſay no more, becauſe be 
due, or be it falſe, as to the matter af fact, 
* as to the matter of charge it ſignified 


nothing. 


The next we have is the Depoſition of Sect. 20. 
Filien Cottle, who depoſeth, 


Thet when Thrift was kild, he dd conceive 
H 3 bi m 


— 
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bim to be overtaken in Beer, for that be cult 
not ſcarce pull the rope of the Bell viibe 
ſtepping into the fold; but where be had i, 
this deponent knows nit, And faith alſo, 
That aboout two year ſince Mr. Buſhnell ow 
ing, through Pickwick lane from Corſhan 
bended to and fro upon hu Horſe : al 
thi deponent the morrem king Brewer th 
Ing -eper what he bad done te Mr. Buſhnell 
ſaid, he wu well enough when he went then 
baving ſpent only ten pence, but ſaid be di 
ule to ſuddiea Cup there now and then. 
vec, 21, I conceive that the ſam of this Depoſition 
may be reduced theſe heads. 
1. Touching John Thrift. 
2. 1uuching m» elf. | 
As touching 7.bn Thrifts ringing , and it 
what Condition he was when he rang, (ball reter 
thee to the depoſi ion of another witnels ſum- 
mon'din to appear at che ſame time and place 
by William Pinchin ; which was this Milla 
Catt/es on brother and taken in theſe words, 
Richard Corrie of Box depoſeth that Thi 
afore aid, rirging two or three puls at the Bel 
when be ous afterward killed; this depoutnt 
did not conceive he was in drink, and having 
but the laſt week, as hed of bim that gave bin 
be rope, and took it of him again, (ke bei 
«iſo of the ſaid opinion) this Deponent doth ibe 
rather berzeve i. 
Here you ſee we have two for oe, and thoſe 
this William Cottles brother, and Vill. Love bs 
| Bro- 
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Kacher in law: who gave him the rope, and took 
hun gain; and therefore in likelihood 
night know more of Iobn Tbriftt condition at 


that time then any man. 


to ſuffer it) I could have made it ap- 
, that ar ſuch time as Fobn Thrift rang, 
this Filliam Cottle was not below in the Church 
or Befree, but above in the Tower tolling of the 

Bell: from whence it was as impoſſi ble 
fetin to ſee what was then done below in the 
Church, as it was for William Pinchin to ſee 
what was done at Box when he was about five 
miles off at Broughton. 


Bur now (had theſe Commiſſioners been Sect. 22. 


And then as touching the ſecond Branch Sect. 23. 


of his Depoſition. 

n. 4s I rode homeward from Corſham , 1 
bended to and fro upon my borſe. 

* Certainly this will ſignifie nothing with 

her men but only a diſtemperature in the infor- 
mer. The ſeveral poſtures and motions of the 
body, the variety of gate and garb, the carri- 
feof the hands or feet of men whether on 
boſeback, or on foot, as they are little thought 
of by him that wuſeth them, ſo I think as little 
ended by any rational man that ſhall bebold 
bem; We look upon theſe, and ſuch as theſe, 
u done without any mature deliberation : and 
therefore barely as ſuch, neither matter of com- 
mendation or reproof: nor are they uſually called 
bumene 6J1ons, although'he be a man that doth 
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Sect, 24. And whereas be cites Brewer an Ish lie d 
Corſham as his voucber, I ſhall acquaint the 
with the Information upon Oath, which thy 
Thomas Brewer gave before the Commiſſionen, 
and ſhall after leave it to the Reader to judge, 
bow this Filiem Cottle hath repreſented boy 
bim and me. I muſt tell thee that this Depyſit- 
on of Thomas Bremer was not taken at this ting 
at Cala, but afterward at Marlburrough. Juhi. 
yet becauſe it relates ſo much to William 

. tles Depoſition, I ſhall anticipate the day, and 
inſert it here; It is in theſe words; 


Thomas Brewer of Corſham Inbolder, bein 
ſwern, ſaith, T bat he did never tel Williag 
Cdttle or Henry Parſons afore ſworn, tha 
Mr. Buſhnell did uſe to com? to bis houſe 
ſuddle a cup as they bave depoſed ; nor ws 
be diſtemper'd at the time mentioned in then 
Depoſitiong, And ſayes, that be have k 
bim theſe ten years, and never ſam him drink 
10 exceſs, nor did be ever go from hu bull 
diſſemper d with Beer as this deponent knon 
yet ſayes, that be baye often been at this d. 
ponents bouſe in Corſham , but ſeldom ſavt 
in buſineſs for the children, to whim be u 
(Guardian, or tothe Ledure, or th#like, an 
fazes that he have been there three or fur 
hours at 4 time in the Deponents ſaid beit 
with bis Tenants,” &c. and have not dra 
more then a jug of Beer, or a Pint af _—— 
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aner part of the depaſition. That he never told 
William Cottle ibat Mr. Buſhnel did uſe t £17 to 
We , Here we have another 
; Contradifory oatb's taken again. Ot 

44 ba ve aid) of neceſſity one muſt be 
viſe. Tam ſatisfied as co my ſelf where the 
jm lies; and it may be that the reader will, 
teof y judgment before Icome to the end of 
the ory. It was at this time that we exbibiced 
Articles of exception againſt this Villiam Cotile 
ucbing bis credit and former converſation, e- 
yery of which would have been proved upon 
oath. As | 
1. That this William Cottle was a driunkerd, 
and that an the Lords day; and even in the time of 
dine [ervice be bad uſueily [rduced others to his 
buuſe to drin. As 

2, That this William Cottle ng « thief, who 
tyather with John Twyford the bangman cut, 
ehe and flole Poles out of Hungerford wood, 

them to have been the Miniſters. As 
. That William Cottle was 4 ſcandatous and 
nanu perſon , who having been convicted for ſel- 
ling Ale without Licenſe, and otber miſdemeanors, 
ad yet taking no warning, was by the Juſtices of 
the Peace ſent to the houſe of Corrediůon; from 
whence he made an eſcape , ſo that a Juffice of 
Puce made bim give Bend to ſell Ale no more, be- 
cane be could nat otherwiſe reſtrain bim. As 

4 That William Cottle was a cou ſening ard 
; che«ting 


I ſhall have to ſay at preſent is to the Sect. 25. 


(x06) 
cheating fellow: for, (putting bimſelf into the( 
Nee of a Tything-man in the room of another mg 
he colleged menies for the buying of Drums andC 
burt, which be keeps (or the greater part if it) u 
ba bands, or elſe otherwiſe imployes it : and ſuffn 
the Cattle of ane James Butler (for whom be u 
Deputy) w be taken away by Souldiert until fl 
ſatisfegion were made. Tnſomuch 
5. That William Cottle was looked im « 
one that regarded neither bis word nor his Cal 
ſo that the ſteward of the Leet diſcovering bn, 
would not admit him (although be greatly thirfl 
efter it) to ſerve in that place any more : - cot- 
ceiving him belike to be a perſos ſo unzull 
and ſo unfit to be truſted, as that he was nd! 
held meet for ſo mean an office as a Tthin: 
man. As n0 
6. That William Cottle was a flanderer of th 
Miniſters, charging them in the general with ge: © 
dineſs, end that be would truſt none of them al 
and that for inſtance he mentioned Mr. Chamber: 
who bad left Claverton, and was gone to Pewſie 


Sed. 26, I ſay that all theſe exceptions were the! 
exhibited ; and would have been every one 
proved upon Oath; but my Counſel for that 


time waving all the reſt, pitcht upon the af, 
viz, 7 


Thet William Cottſe ſhould fay that your Par 
Int were greedy, and that be would 1 


none of them all, m wot Mr. Chamber, 
* = 
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obo bed left Claverton and was gone to 
Pewſie. | 


This Article was moo of it ſelf the as 
inafderable, although perchagge it made the 
wii noiſe with them, becauſe eee ſomes 
what upon their Doctor. Now William Cot- 
tk being charged with theſe words, confident- 
ly deties that ever he ſpake them, being ſtill 
vpon his Oath; affirming, Thet ne honeſt man 
yall jaſtifie that be bad ſaid ſo: snd drawing 
by fager a tbwa/ t bis throat, ſeemed to intimate 
tht be would give any man leave to cut bis throat 
fi wert juſtified. | 

Soon afrer which comes in William Rawlins 


of B, apainſt whom I/iliam Cottle eduld take 
00 exceptions, and being ſworn, ſaith ; 


That n Whitſunday laſt ſoon aſter the morning 
Sermon as they were inthe Church-yard (he 
named the particular place in the Church. 

Jed, as likewiſe others who heard it as 
well as himtelf ) Filiom Colle ſpake theſe 
words ; 


| 


| 


That your Parſons were greedy, that he would 
truſt none of them al, no not M.. Chambers, 
for be bad left Claverton and was gone to 

_ Pewſie, » 


Which words when Nia Cottle had heard, 


vichout more ado he eclrwledged that he had 
ſeoken 


* 


— 
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ker adding further, Why what if I did ſay pi 
The truth is, that the thing being conſidered 
derelh in, or by it ſelf, it attered not if he bul 
faid ſo; for it was true as he ſaid; Mr. Chamber 
bad left Elaverton, (nor was this the firſt time 
that he bad left it) and wes gone to Pewſie, and 
this to his great advantage too, for the re 
port goes that he is three hundred pounds a hen 
gainer by this remove. But now Villiam Co. 
#e having been ſworn to ſpeak the frutb, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, (and thi 
Oath alwayes binding him whiles he was de- 
fore theſe Commiſſioners ſpeaking upon bis 
quſi examination to my buſineſs) and having upon 
this O«th demed any ſuch words to be ſpoken 
by him, and yet within a few minutes after, 
as our Proverb goes even in the ſame breab. 
upen the ſame Oath to confe[s that be bad (poken 
them— | What greater or further Teſtimm 
could theſe Commiſſioners have of this mans 
falſchxd ? or how could they look upon bin 
as a credible witneſs againſt me, ſince he 
ſticks not to forſwear bimſelf in their preſence? 
Another circunsſt ance for Mr. Bliſſet. 


Sect. 27. It muſt not be forgotten, that Mr. Byfie!d 
kept much adoe about this Depoſition o 

Willem Rewlins , it is like enough that he wis 

A unwilling that it ſhould be taken; ſure I 2m 
that there was a kinde of an beat ſtricken be- 

twixt my Counſel and bim about it; it may be 

thay it was not only Zee! to his friend the 

| | Doctor 
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bodor which made him ſo earneſt; but alſo 
rſpe&t unto bimſelf , he rightly conſidering 
dat in this ſaying, he himſelf was reprogched 
likewiſe ; for that the Doctors changes might 
meoccaſion to men to enquire what a ſted- 
ind ſetled man Mr, Bu fieid bad been in his 
tme : and how many removes he had made 
from that time he did officiate at Erford, till 
this time that he was now in the Parſmage 
it Collinghorn: But yet my Counſel prevailed , 
aul (although with ſome adoe) entted it was 
and fubſeribed by Viliem Rawlins who had de- 
poſed it. And yet (Reader judge of their 
equill dealing with me) we have not one word 
of this in > copy of the Depoſitions which we 
received from their Clerk, and according to 
which we were to frame our anſwer, I have 
oſten told thee that they bad an Index expur- 
gawins , yet formerly he came only with his 
e, or his pruning book, and took away only 
buughs or Limbs of a Depoſition, but here 
coines with his Axe! and takes away both 
rot and branch. | 


ed 
d 
n 
e 
d 
| 


; 


N 
| 


bers, fitting by during this debate, and hearing 
and noting all the paſſages, obſerved it ( and 
ſo did others beſide ) and (as I have heard) 
th reported ic elſewhere wich ſome com- 
Metericy, that Mr. Chambers did bang down his 
lea the while ; Now we know that hanging 1 
0 


It were not amiſs to tell thee that John Tra- Sect, 28. 


Sect, 29, 


Sect, zo. 
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of the bead doth uſually ſignifie that there 
ſbame and ſorrow in the Heart. | 


— Pudet bac ꝙprobria nobis 
Et dici potuiſſe & non potuiſſe refelli. 
j ; 


And whereas ſhame doth uſually produc 
either an amendment in the perſon ſo exp. 
ſed: or elſe incignation, which the perſon (6 
expoſed conceives againſt bim whom he look 
on as the cauſe of this Expoſl; I have ſome 
conjeQure that this wrought after the latte 
and worſer way with Dr. Chambers ; and that 
he did for this ftore up a good turn fot 
me againſt he had an opportunity. Of wid 
the Keaders ſhall have ſome account in dit 
time and place. 


Next follows the Depoſition of Willa 
Sanders; but becauſe I ſhall have ſomething 
touching him, and of the DoRor in reference 
unto him, which is yery remarkable in the 
Tranſactions of the next day, Iſhall therefore 
forbear him till then. 


* follows the Depoſition of Luwren: 
Cottle, who depoſeth : 


That about one year and 4 half ſince, be «ni 
ſome others that went to ſchool with Mr. 
Buſhnell plaid at Cards in Mr. Buſtnells 

buf 
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houſe; when Mr. Buſhnell cook up one of the 
Bojes games , and plaid it out for, bim at 
Slam : after which ſome difference happe- 
ning between the boyes about their game, be 
ſnatched wp" the Cards, and threw them into 
the fire and burnt them, and ſaid be would 
have no more playing at Cards in bis 


fain know where the matter of charge lies ? is 
iin this, That they played at Cards in my bouſe ? 
I know nothing (all circumſtances duly con- 
fidered, and it was my care it ſhould be ſo) 
that wakes it either unlamful or inexpedient. 
The time was after Supper ; the company, mine 
own ſcholars ; the ſtake (for any thing I knew) 
Apples, or Nuts, whereat in an harmleſs man- 
ter for ſome ſhort time they might recreate 


Depoſition here ſayes that it did) the begin- 
ning ofthe differences put an end to the Game. 
As I remember Mr. Byfield diſliked it that I 
bad not burnt the Cards before, but delaid 
it till the end of the Game. To which I ſhall 
lay only this, that had they been filling or 
lmoaking with a Tobacco pipe, I ſhould have 
looked upon it as a thing ſo diſingenuous and 
Msbeſeeming Scholars, that I ſhould have 


_ it away and broker ic without any more 
Oe. 


: 
themſelves. If it happened otherwiſe ( the 


Next 


And as touching this Depoſition, I would Seer. 


3. 
/ 


|; Fw) 
Sect, 31. Next follows the Depoſition of Joln oi 
bons in theſe words; 


John Gibbons of Box being ſworn, ſaith The 
about three quarters of @ year paſt be plu 
twice with Mr. Buſhnell at Tables in bi 
own houſe, for goed will only, and no mongy, 
But (aith, that he was induced ſo to do at tt 
requeſt of this Deponent. 


To which we have neer in place and ſub 


ſtance, the Depoſition of Peter Webb in chele 
words; 


Peter Webb before ſworn , ſaith , That ſunt 
times before two years paſt, be bave plaid vii 
with Mr. Buſhnell ot Tables in bis m 
bouſe, but for no moneys. 


Sect. 32, Now I would willingly be ſatisfied touch: 
ing the matter of Charge in theſe Depoliti 
ons, For 
I. Are theſe Games ifliciti in ſe ? unlawful 
in themſelves? or in their own nature? Then 
are they ſuch at ll times, in al places, and to 
el perſons, Never man did, never man can uſe 
them, but in the very uſe of them he offends. 
Bat perchance they will ſay, that chey rt 
Wieiti quis probibiti , and chough indifferent 
in themſelves, yer in being forbidden they be. 
come unlawful. To this I ſhall ſubjoin, and 
if they be thus forbidden, it muſt be either 


by 
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one old Lew , or elſe by ſome new; 
televe that Mr. Byfield would not ſay, By any 
u, and if he had ſaid by the New; that is, 
Ordinance by which they fate, and accor- 
to which they were to act: I ſhall an- 
x, that then theſe two Depoſitions ſigniſie 
ing againſt me, for the ordinance in this 
rticular makes only ſuch Miniſters to be deemed 
ity of Scandal who ſball be found frequent players 
Cards or Dice; and certainly then no man 
il fay that I played frequently with theſe men, 
jen as they depoſe that I never played with 
m but once apiece. I am confident that Mr. 
eld and the Doctor would not be termed 
went Preachers, if they had Preacht no 
tener then it is proved that I plaid at Cards 
Tables, There was beſide a concurrence of 
lcrcumftances, which being duly obſerved 
now not the Caſuiſt ſo ſtridt which accounts 
n abſolutely unlawful. For 
I. Ve made it matter of recreation. 
2. Ve uſed them.ſparingly. And 
. Cwetouſneſt (which is uſually the poyſon 
ill games, ſo far as to diſtemper and enrage 
paſſions) could not be poſſibly there, becauſe 
i in their Depoſitions) we plaid for na- 


One thing more let me now add touching 
Gibbens, and his Depoſition, of which he 
me ſince I came to London, which was this, 

ut the Clerk Mr. Blifſets ſon had written 
ewhat as his Depoſition which he never 
I ſpake: 
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ſpake; as that we plaid at Tables en the Lord; 
day, to which be would have had Foba Gib. 
bens to ſet bis hand, which he refuſing, he 
takes the Depoſition as is aforeſaid ; on which 
jet me obſerve only this, that if J7obn Gil ben 
had not read the Depoſition over, he ſhould 
have been made to teſtifie that which was moſt 
falſe , which poſſibly ſome who could not 
read what he had written have done. This 
pretious Clerk having that faculty , that che 
witneſſes ſhall ſay no more, nor leſſe, nor any other 
thing then he will have them. So it might be 
to my prejudice, what they never ſpake ſhall be 
inſerted; but if for my advantage, then wha 
they ſpake plain and diſtindiy ſhall be left out. He 
told me likewiſe, that Obadiab Cheltenhim 
beſtowed a kind of a rebuke upon him, tel- 
ling him that be ſwore but faintly , and that by 
bis Depoſition be bed done them more harm then 


good 


Next follows the Depoſition of Tboma 
Hayward, who depoſetb ; 


' That about Pauls-tide laſt wes two year, Mr. 
Buſhnel did uſe ſome of the formes of Com- 
mon Prayer at a Funeral, 


To which I ſay only this, that for any thing 
appears to the contrary , he might mean that 
I read 1 Cor. ch. 15. 


Next 
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gun, who being before ſworn ſaith, 


That oft- times till within three quarters of a year 
paſt, there have been Stabbal playing upon the 
Sabbath in the Pariſh of Box, and playjag at 
fives upon the ſame day in the Church-yard , 
aud ibot this Deponent bave oft complained 
is My. Buſhnel thereof; who have replyed that 
it was the Officers and none of his buſineſs ; 
tut ſaith tbat the ſaid Mr. Buſhnel have 
often repreve d and rebuked his Pariſpners fer 
the ſame in bu Sei mens. ä 


Next follows the Depoſition of Nicholas Sect, 29. 


And he might. have ſworn that ofc-times Scci. 3 4. 


within three quarters of an year, the widow 
Pincbins and her Sons falling Mils, had been ſet 
on work on the Lord day; and that on the ſame 
dy their ſervents have uſually hanged out their 
dubes in the rack, T bat on the ſame day Obad. 
Cheltenham came uſually from Marlborough to 
bis Own bouſe. That on the ſame day William 
Collie, and Nicholas Nowell, have kept tippling in 
their houſes. That Thomas Powe! have ſet it 
zſide for a day to make bargains in, becauſe 
be would not ſpare the time on the Week 
Gyes. Nor have there ( that I know of) 
a greater profaners of that dy, then were 
thoſe very perſons that appeared apaintt 
ne. But what > Did Nichols Spencer ſee theſe 
Mr a Stabbal? Why hd not he W 
12 0 
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of them upon Oath ? he could have infor- 
med of his own knowledge, Ionly on hear. 
fay as from him: and (whatſoever the pra- 
Qice of theſe Commiſſioners were) I knew that 
our 7uffices were ſo worthy, as that they 
would not look upon ſuch an Oath, as a ſuſ- 
ficient ground for a convidion. And whereas 
he ſaid that be complained to me of it; was 1 
a Magiſtrate to puniſh, or an Officer to proſecute 
them? If he had complained to me of Wit 
liem Pinchins paricide, of Obadiab Cheltenham: 
—— — Chaſtit), of Cottles proſanationt, &c. | 
mult have given him the ſame anſwer as I did 
then, That it is the Officers buſmeſs to pro- 
ſecute them, and noue of mine. By Nichols 
Spenſers own confeſſion I ated as became 
one in my place, I often reproved and rebuked 
the Pariſhioners for the ſame in my Sermons: 
To which I ſhall add one thing more; 1 
did (which I conceive to be moſt properly 
the Minifters office in this buſineſs) publiſb 
the ſeveral Ad and Ordinances for the Obſer vs- 
tion of that day: that neither the Officers 
nor any others might pretend ignorance of 
their duty in that caſe; but that the peo- 
ple might know what was forbidden them, 
and under what penalty it was forbidden 
them; and that the Officers might know 
what they were to expect in caſe they nep- 
lected their duty: I ſay that theſe Ads and 
Ordinances I publiſhed oftner then the Law re- 
quired. Yea, I think, far more often then 

Mr, By field 
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Mr, Byffeld, or Dr. Chambers. But as touch- 
in} the ſame Nichols Spenſer, I ſhall for 

only deſire thee co obſerve how he 
wad} and maker ſome progreſſe in his De- 
ions, how ( William Pinchin-like) he 
fetcherh Trip, in his ſecond Depoſition out- 
going the firſt, and in this third over leap- 
ng all, as ſhall |be certified unto thee by 


I ſhall now put an end to the Tranſaclions Sect, 35. 


of this day. Being cald in before them the 
next morning which was June 5. I perceived 
that the Marlborough men, together with 
Mr, Byfield, Dr. Ghambers, and another Mi- 
wfer of Marlborough, I think they cald him 
Mr, Hughes, were very ſharp ſet : they had - 
Gſpatcht two Miniſters before; and the Doctor 
by his big countenance ſeemed not to have di- 
it that Cottle ſhould upon bis Oath be- 
ſuch s company deny and yet acknowledge it, 
that be ſhould ſay that your Parſons were greedy, 
tht be would traſt none of them all, n2 not 
Mr, Chamber;, for be bad left Claverton , 
ad was gone to Pewſie; and therefore I was 

dot to expect any kindneſſes from bim, be- 
auſe he _ look upon me as the Author 


on Expeſal. And therefore I deſired that 


have ſome further time granted for 
mination of other Witneſſes; for I 
told them that the Witneſſes which were 
I 3 produced 


Joh. 8.44. 
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produced and incouraged againft me, I could 
prove to be men neither of honeſiy, nor of 
credit, or truth. Which if I made appecr, 
then their Teſtimony (be it what it would) 
fell ro the ground and became void of it 
ſelf; for their Ordinance allows of none but 
of credible Witneſſes; and the old rute is, 
Kecriminatio va'et ad toilendum Teſttmonur , that 
a recrimination is of force to rake awa 2 
Teſtimony. But to theſe words of mine. that 
I ſhould prove theſe Witneſſes to be men of 
neither eredit nor trath , Mr. Bliſet replies to 
this purpoſe, That it were ſtrange if there 
ſbould be found ſuch men that were of no credit 
or truth, for that the Devill ſpakg truth ſome- 
time, To which words for the preſent J 
ſhall ask of Mr. Bliſſet, firſt, What he thinks 
of thoſe words, He ( the Devil } abode not 
in the irutb, becauſe there was no truth in him? I 
ſhall ask him, ſecondly, Whether or no if the 
Devil ſhould depoſe atrutb, his Dofors or bimſeif 
would look upon it 4s 4 [vfficient Teſtimony ? I ſhall 
give the Reader my preſent Judgement 
touching theſe particulars in the Tranſacti- 
ons of the next day, Only let me obſerve 
thus much unto thee now, that it ſeemeth 
to me that ordinary witneſſes , be they what- 
ſoever, come they from whereſoever, ſwear they 
u hat or howfoever , yet if ſerving Mr. Bliſſts 
turn, they ſhould have been welcom to 
bim. Vet upon this my motion, To beve 
„ | | further 
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further time granted me for the Examination of 
aber Witneſſes ; I was bade to withdraw, and 
ing ſoon called in again, my requeſt was 

ed, But now whether it were becauſe my 
ſuite was equall, or whether or no it were 
becauſe Mr. Byfield and the Doctor had not 
chere a full Quorum of fitting Commiſſioners © 
(for alchough all cheir friends of Marlborough 
were there, yet I remember not that any of 


Serum were) I cannot judge. 


( 3221) 
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The Tranſa&ions at my 


fifth time of appearing before 
them, at the White-Hart at 


Marlborough, July 1. 2. 


berty granted co me to bring in my 

exceptions both againſt the perſons and 
the Evidence given in againſt me at that time 
-* at Caln, I had notice by word of mouth frem 
the Commiſſioners Clerk, Mr. Bliſſets ſon, that 
that I was to appeared before them at the 
white-Hart in Marlberough, Fuly 1. next fol- 
lowing. And thither I repair accordingly 
with ſuch along with me, whoſe Teſtimonies 
(bad they been equaly heard, or duly conſi- 
dered of) would (with unintereſted men, or 
ſuch who had not been afore-band reſolved 
which way it ſhould go, right or wrong) 
doubtleſs have ſo far prevailed, that it would 
have appeared that the Doders, Me. Byfields, 
and Mr. Blifſets witneſſes had been indeed 
ſuch as I had formerly repreſented them to 


be, 


H (as I told thee but now) a li- Sect, 1. 
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be, Men of neither truth nor credit, Nor can 
theſe men have any juft cauſe to diſtaſt me 
that I call them their witneſſes, when I have 
given my reaſons of it. have told thee already, 
that I believe that many & one which bath appeared 
before them, and bave been ſworn againſt me, had 
never ſo dene, bad it not been for their invitation 
and countenanc? ; which as before, ſo at this 
time appeared moſt viſible : for ( beſides 
others which I ſhall name by and by ) at this 
time there appear for the Common-wealth 
VVilliam Pinchin, Obadiab Cheltenbam, and John 
Travers, not as witneſſes, but as Solicitors or Pro- 
meters: and in their addreſſes (neglecting the 
Gentlemen to whom alone of right this buſi- 
neſs did belong) their applications were to 
Mr. Chambers and Mr. Byfteld, Pobn Travers and 
Wiliam Pinchin, at the upper end of the Ta- 
ble, ſtanding at the elbow of the Door, and 
Obadiab Cheltenham towards the lower end, 
waiting upon Mr. field; and this I con- 
ceive to be reaſon enough wherefore I call 
them their witneſſes, There appear at this 
time beſide theſe Nicholas Spenſer lately menti- 
oned, and Njcbolas Nowel, and Jene bi wife : 
nor could I have any liberty ro produce any 
witneſſes for mine own vindication, till the de- 


poſitions of the witneſſes for the Common- wealth 
were firſt taken, 


Of which (as I take it) the firſt was the De- 
Poſition of Niebala Spenſer in theſe words; 
Nicholas 


ul, 4 © 
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Nicholas Spenſer of Box being ſworn, ſaith 
thet be being at Church when Thrift was 
Vi, obſerved that be was overtaken in 
Beer by bis countenance and abſurd car- 


ridge. 


Touching which Depoſition I ſhall offer to Sect. 3. 


thy conſideration theſe things : 

1, That this Depoſition as it is under their 
Clerks hand, is not entered as a diſtin Depoſi- 
tion by it ſelf, but it is ſbuſßed up together 
with that Depoſition which he took at Marl- 


bub, Mey, 8. of which I have ſpoken al- 5.18.3. da. 


2, Whereas the Clerk puts this in the firſt 
place, 2s if it were the firſt that ever Nicholas 
Henſer took, yet that this was the /af}, and that 
his Depoſitions of Mey 8. and of June 4. of 
which I have ſpoken before, were both before 
tha, to which I am now to ſpeak, Now who 
or what ſhould move the Clerk ( in this and 
many other places beſide) to this d Te- 
ner, tq invert and confound the order 
wherein theſe Teſtimonies were delivered or 
taken ( whether it were defign thereby to 
confound my counſel and us; that we ſhould 
have a confuſed as well as an unperſed Paper 
to anſwer to; that ſo having but a little time 
to anſwer unto it, by this inverſion of order 
we might be the more perplex'd ; or whether 
er no they therefore placed the Depoſitions 
of their moſt Gigentich ſwearers in the front, 

26 
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as the Indient ſet their El:phants to face their 


vir. Alex, Enemies, that the world might think that all 


Seet. 3. 


the reſt were like the firſt : or whether it 
were from negled or overſight) I cannot judge. 
Obſerve, | 

3. That this Nicholas Spenſer had (as 1 
have ſaid) been twice before them before, that 
he had been twice ſworn, and examined upon 
all the Articles, and could not remember any 
ſuch thing. Now I have heard that it hath 
been deemed an undue courſe for a witneſs 
to be twice examined againſt a man. This be- 
ing given as a reaſon, Becauſe that this is to 
draw him on by degrees to ſwear home , and to 
mend in bis ſecond Depoſition what he fell ſhort in 
the firſt, Nor is it unlikely but that ſuch 
who have been once or twice called in upon Ex- 
«mination and cannot remember any thing, may 
if called in the third time have ſo much aim 
given them, that they may remember ſome- 
what amiſs, but more of this by and by. 


But paſs we to the Depoſition it ſelf. 

1, He ſwears that be was «t Church when 
John Thrift was killed. Now there are many 
others that are confident that he was not in the 
Church when John Thrift came in and rang ; but 
might come in afterward, when as it was re- 
ported that he was ſlain, But now, 

2. Odſerve with me what a notable afgu- 
ment the man hath got, or what reaſons he 
hath to perſwade him to believe it; He ob- 
ſerved 
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that be was overtaken in Beer by bis counte- 
nace and abſurd carriage. I have ſeen this Ni- 
clas Spenſer as fantaſtique and ridiculow in his 

unge as I have ſeen any man: turning bim- 
ſaſ be round upon bis toe or his heel, calling 
out bis legs, throwing abroad bis arms ; and for 
bis countenance I have ſeen bim (as our Pro- 
verb goes) 45 red as the rouſt Cock, and yet I 
believe at that time he hath been as far from 
temperature, as he was at this time from truth 
or charity, 


We have had often mention of the death Scct. 4. 


of Jabn Thrift, as likewiſe in what condition he 
ws in when he was ſlain. I ſhall here once for 
all give thee a brief of the ſtory as it was. 


This Fobn Thrift living in the Pariſh of Box, This was 
and being my neer kinſman, together with his on Sept. 


dred, agreed among themſelves (as I have 
ſince heard) to meet all together at Church at 
Box, and afterward to dine with me: there 
vis neither feaſt prepared, nor any invitation 
made by me,, as many of them yet living did 
lepoſe before theſe Commiſſioners. Soon after 
inner (I retiring to my Chamber) this John 
Thriſt ſpeaks to ſome others to go along with 
bim to the houſe of one John Hedg-s who was 
to be buryed that afternoon ; with a purpoſe 
to attend the Corps to Church. But in the way 
thitherward, underſtanding that the company 


there expected were not as yet come toge- 
ther. 


viſe, and ſome others of our neighbouring Kin- 13. 1646. 


Sect, 5. 


May 8. at 
Marlb. 
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ther, they turn into the Church, where there 
were ſome ringing; where this J7obn Thrift takes 
a rope from one that was ringing, and ſoon 
after delivers it to him again, as you have it 
in Richard Conles Depoſition, to which I refer 
you. Now ſoon after this he eſpying the 
Tower door open, ariſes from the ſeat to which 
he had retired himſelf after his ringing, and 
beckning to one to follow him, goes up the 
ſtairs, as tis thought, to ſee bow they told the 
great Bell in the Tower, and being (in all like. 
lihood) utterly unacquainted with the place, 
as he who followed him likewiſe was, going 
up a Ladder about 12 rounds, whether by « 
blow from the trap door , or from the Bell, or 
from the wheel, or by what other ſa accident 
it is not known, be fell from the Ladder a5 it is 
thought upon 4 piece of Timber lying in a netber 
leſt, and was taken up dead. This as to the man- 
ner of his death. Now as touching the condi- 
tion he was then in, (beſide the opinion of 
William Love, and the teſtimony of Kichard C:t- 
tle) take the following Depoſitions. 


The firſt in theſe words, 


John Jones being ſworn, ſaith, That at the tins 
mentioned, when Thrift was killed, this de- 
ponent dined roith him at Mr, Buſhnells, when 
be came there by accident, and drank, no more 
then might do bim good: and went thence 10 
the Church where he came by bis dea h a 


faith 
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ſaub that be was not diſtenpered with Beer. 
ſaith that the ſaid Mr. Buſhnell then 

went forthwith from dinner to his ſtudy, as this 

Deponent conceived. | 


Richard Pinchin of Box, being ſworn, ſaith, 
That be was then alſs at Mr. Buſhnells at 
dinner, and (peaks fully to the ſame purpoſe 
4s dath John Jones, and ſayes that there was 
no drinking aſter dinner. 


' Take another given at the ſame ti 
place, and taken in theſe words: 


"Take a third given at the ſame time and Sect. 7. 
place, and taken in theſe words; 


Jane Hendy being ſworn, ſaith, That at the 
time laſt mentioned, the ſaid guefis came all 
to Mr. Buſhnells by accident without invita- 
tion, «s Mr. Buſhnell told ber, ſbe being bis 
ſervent. 


Let us now take a ſhort view of theſe con- 5%. g. 
tradifory Depoſitions, and ſee in which of 
them there lieth the greater likelihood of the 
truth: which will be done, if we look on 
1. The quality of the perſons who thus ir- 
formed. And 
2. If we conſider whether ef them had the more 
likely meant to know the truth in this particalar. 


la brief, whether of theſe were more likely 
1e 


” 
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to know ; andwhich of theſe were more like- 
ly to ſpeak the truth. Touching William Pin- 
chin, and William Cottle , and of their credita- 
bleneſs , You have heard ſomething already; 
re you ſhall hear anon; and as touch- 
icholas Spenſer, I have told thee but now 
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e had been twice [worn before, and could 
- remember no ſuch thing, as likewiſe what 
may be thought of ſuch who have been at ſe. 
veral times admitted ro ſwear againſt the 
ſame perſon, I have told thee likewiſe what 
incouragement the witneſſes had to ſwear any 
thing againſt me, and ſuch meſt made of that 
would ſwear rſt deſperately. So that Nichols 
Spenſer having been twice before them before, 
and now called in the third time, might by 
this underſtand their minds, and prepar 
cordingly, as I have heard of ſome Furies,who 
having been often turned back , at laſt find as 
the Judge would have it; beſides, Will:am Pin- 
ebint and Nicholas Spenſers intimacy grew daily 
more and more: ttis not unlikely but that he 
might be then deſigned Sequeſtrat'r in caſe that 

I were ejcded, and that he might know as 

I am ſure that afterward it fo fell 
out, and this place of Sequeſtrator he executes 
with great port and complacency : and who but 
Willem Pinchin to be his aſſiſtant in the bufi- 
nels; and his houſe ( william Pinchin knew 
how to bring him in a reckoning ) appointed 
for the entertainment of their Miniſter : and ſo 
_ might William Pincbin bid him call himſelf to 


e àc- 


mind 
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nin and perſwade him that he was at Church 
itthit time ſo long, that at length Nichols 
riſe might perſwade himſelf that he was 


there indeed. As the confident Cheater in the 
Dickyite ftncying that he ſaw a feariul fiery 


phat with coling en them to Lok ſiedfaſtly, what 
nb wondering ar them that they were ſo dull ſtybted 
4 it to\ ſee 4 thing which was ſo obvious) at 
— prong with them, that they are 
ſunded that they ſee it likewiſe. The 
ground ofthis my conjecture is, becauſe 1 
have heard that Villiam Pinchin hath practiſed 
wth ſeveral other Herſons in the like kind. 
Nay more, the influence which William Pinchin 
hath upon this ſame Nicholas Spenſer is ſo 
peat, that even their own man and affeciete 
M. Sem hath obſerved it: and hath (as I 
hare been told) reported it, That-William 
Pchin did Nicholas Spenſer about the 
Pariſh by the noſe. Further yet, and percharce 
nolt eſpecially, it muſt be remembred that Ni- 
Wis Spenſer and Williat Pinchin are both Te- 
n to the ſame Land'rd, a Gentleman as yet 
under age, who (if at all) hath been but ſeldom 
in thoſe parts amongſt them himſelf, ard 1 
think but few others in his behalf. Now there 
$0 ſeveral reports that Villiam Pinckin and 
Nb / Spenſer ha ve both been very bold with 
their Lendlords wood and timber, feling when 
id 'where they had no Licenſe; and ſuch 
K wood? 


in the xy, and reporting it to his Er cel. 
comdani ( whet ' with pointing to the place, Spectrum. 
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woods and timber, of which by their good 
wills they would never give account; ſo that Nig, 
Spenſer knowing Willem Pinebin to be ſo dan- 

erous a man to ſwear, might think it good 
tor himſelf to ſtrain bimſelf ſomen bat to prati. 
fie ſo good a fellow tenant, left otherwiſe Vi. 
liem Pincbin ſhould fetch trip, and in another 
place remember ſomething ggainſt Nicbols 
Spenſer which he would not be williog to 
hear of. 


Sect. 9. But now as touching the ſecond thing, the 
means which the perſons ſwearing theſe conrradi- 
ions bad to know the truth in this particular. It 


is out of doubt that Villiam Pinchin and Will: - 


am Gottle were not in ſight, and it is doubted 

whether Nicholas Spenſer were then in the 

Church, and yet theſe charge us. But now it 

is out of doubt that both William Live and 

Richard Cetile were tin in the Church, and 

both ſaw and obſerved all paſſages, and yet 

theſe acquit us. Again, William Pinchin, Wil- 

liam Cottle, and Nicholas Spenſer, who charge him 

with being overtaken in Beer, did not ſee him, 

| nor any of the company beſide on that day 
ö drink ſo much as 4 drop of Beer, and yet we have 
others who dined with him, who kept bim com- 
pany after word, who came along with bim int the 
Church, and ſaw bim go to the Tower ſtairs, de- 
pofing that be drank no more then mig! t do bin 
god, and that he was not ai ſtenpered with Þcer- 
There is no Queſtion that had Jobn Tb 
eſcaped 
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efided that fatal accident , Nicholes Speriſer 


wnold dever have remembred his abfurd carri- 
en freer! ibut he had been overtaken tn Beer : 
gow bis antinely ad hath encouraged 
alen Spenſer: to'be far more webaritable to- 
wich: him then were the Jews cowards thoſe 
\Galieens, whoſe blu Pilate mingled with their 
— 5 ien Thrift muſt be diftempered, he 

a ſimer above other men, becauſe 
ſuch a thing Mell him. I could befide theſe 
Witneſſes ba ve produced more wit neſſes of as 
tpquiſtionable creda, who were then at my 
bone likewiſe ; bur I caſt with my ſelf that if 
% or three were not enough, then were 

too few. 


at] 


There way not then any profanetion of the Fect, 10. 


I day at my bouſe by exceſſive drinking. 
Jada 2. no nor by feeſting neither: for the 
pres (oak have the Teſtimony of ſome, and 
have bad of more, that (as to me) they 
alicame by accident, and without any invits- 
don, and ſome of them were ſuch who had 
been on the Led dey many 4 time with 
M. Chambers at a greater diſtande on the like 
occaſion. 


Next after the Depoſition of Nicholas Spen- Sect, 11. 


LA the Depoſition of Nicholas Nowel and Font 
dis wife was taken in tbeſe words; 


Nicholas Nowel and Jone bi wife being * 
wad K 2 ay, 


ED 
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ſez, That Mr. Buſhnell with Colonel Eyre 
and bis man came-to their bouſe ( an Ale 
bouſe at the foot of- Box bil) and there re- 
meined about an bour and an balf, aber 
they drank nine Jugs of Beer, for which Mr, 
Buſhnell paid 18 d. and then drank Mr, 
Spekes and otber Gentlemens healths, and 
fay that' Coll, Eyres man drank one of the 
nine Jugs , and they two drank, now and then 
a glaſſe of the reſt, and no perſun elſe. 


Sect, 17. This Depoſicion I muſt tell thee, alchough 


the youngeſt of all, as being the 21. yet in 
their Clerks copy it hath gotten the prehe- 
minence of place before many of his fellows. 
Now before I come to ſpeak to the Depoli- 
tion it ſelf, I ſhall premiſe a few things to 
thee, which moved theſe Deporents thu to jweer, 
as -it was at this time there teftified upon 
Oath before theſe Deponents faces, and on. 
ſ-ſt by theſe perſons themſelves. I had it 
that time ſeveral witneſſes with me for my 
vindication whereof ſome were wholly rejected, 


the Depoſicions of others never ent1ed, and of 


ſome their Depoſitions entred, and yet left 
out of the Clerks copy , and of others their 
Depoſitions entred by halſs, as I have already 
told thee, and ſhall tell thee more in due 
time. But (although with much adoe) | 
then got the Depoſition of Henry Sheyler t0 

both heard and taken; part whereof re- 


lating to this buſineſs was in theſe * 
f 


p 
x 
|; 
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lud Deponent farther faich, - 
a6 $$ 537; 1 (vane 


F Tha” Nich. Nowell before ſworntold this De- 
N 8 on Saturday morning aft, . that 
ih Travers offered to take off bi bond, that 
Side might ſe Ale agein, if be would ap- 
"pear and ſwear "againſt Mr. Buſhnel; and 
tba yeſterday be J be would not baue ap- 
perred and been ſworn, bad not Mr. Buſn- 
nell at the time mentioned in Nowels Dep. 
tion, told Colonel Eyre of bis Gun, and 
Jad that therewith be uſed To xi Hares, 
54nd Pigeons. 2 
id 7 


Here I muſt tell thee firſt, That Inde Ex- Set, 13, 
fager hath been here witty his pruning 
ke” again for Henry Sheyler then de- 


That William Pinchin was at the ſame time 
with John Travers, and made Nowell the 
'  ſameproffer and promiſes. 


I muſt tell dhee further, that ſoon after 
this Depoſition of Henry Sbeyler was taken, 
Nowels wife (being before at a window and 
aaring what had paſſed) comes towards the 
tor, (for unto bim were the, moſt eſpecicl 
adreſſes _ and after a long and a low 

adds, 


K 3 Tea 


' (134) 


Tea ſurely i Mr. Buſhnell bed uch to pick « 
' thank with Col. Eyre told bim of my Huf. 
. bends Gun, and ſaid thet therewith be acuh 
+ kill: Hares end Pigeon, we would nut bete 
been bereto 40 to he ſworn agdinſft bin. 
And Gill, continuing Courteſing to Mr. 
Chambers, (who then turned his head 
about and looked towards her) ſhe adds 
arther, That be bad known. ber of « long 


Now ifit be true what the Country re- 
ports of her, ſhe hath in her time been; 
very virtusus woman, and of very credible ac- 


. quainzance.; Now when I heaxd theſe words 


ſo unexpectedly ſpoken, and that there was 
as much or mote confeft;then we deſired to 
prove, I could not chooſe but ſmile, Which 
Me. Byfield noting, was much diſpleaſed with, 
adding withal-to this purppſe, That it vs 
nat, ors they I ſbuld not Sug it c laughing matt:r. 
Indeed it is true, it was go laughing matter. 
Chriſtiens ought to be ſorry for others offences, 
and ſoch on offence I ſhall prove this to be, 
that it is no leſſe then perjury. And yet thus 
much let me tell Mr. Byfields friends, tbat if! 
were to blame for laugbing at it, then certain» 
ly be and his Conmiſſioners deſerved no com- 
mendation for moking uſe of this Teſtimony; 
it is enough to make the evidence ſuſpected, 
yea and (de it what it will) rejected too by 

| equall 
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it Judges. If ie ſhall appedr to them, 
(id & wos evident enough here) That the 
witheſe; depoſe our of melice, or for bepes of 
weld,” Nay more, ſuch infor mers are looked 
vpoi' us guiley df folſbrod, although they 
ſpele nothing but what was true. I wiſh that 
his ſurviving friends would take notice of 
che marginal quotations and practiſe accor- 1 Sam. at. 
gag where they may ſee that notwith- © 

0 ſpake no more then what was cc 
m, and nothing but what he bad ſcen and 
lau; yet David charged him for telling ef lies, Pal $2.2, 
ind with bavirg u falſe tongue for it; giving 3'** 

u to know thus much, that ic is all one to 7 

"the wntrith or the truth, if the truth be 

ſpoken dn an wndue manner. Proportionably 

oy} in caſe it had been true what they in- 

formed, vet (fince the impulfrve which inci- 

tel them unto it was ſpleen and revenge, for a 

conceived injury which I had done them 

ſome ſeven years before, and their aime ſome 

bopes that they might ſell Ale again) may 

they be as juſtly taxed of fa ſbiod and hing as 

Deeg was. Nay farther, Doegs was a bare 

formation, and no more, and therefore Da- 

vid chargeth him only wich Hing and fahood, 

but leſs he would have had another 

nme for it, if he had th fpiken upon Oath, 

Nor cun any deny it, but that if he who 

ſpeaks «truth after that andae manmer ſpeaks 

feſly, then thoſe who ſweer # truth after that 

undue menner ſwears 10. And could M.. By- 
4 field 
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field countenance , encourage and ſerve his 
turn with ſuch vile practiſes as theſe, and 
yet thunder againſt me. for ſmiling at them? 
Ma th. 23. Could he ſtrain at thi gnat, and ſwallow the 
23, 4. other Camel? I ſhall deſire them to obſerve 
it that our Saviow ſpeaks the words to the 
Scribes and Phariſees, whom he calls there 
Hypocrites ; the Scribes went for the knowin, 
the Phariſees for the juſt, boeh, or gad) of the 
times, yet both theſe our Bleſſed Saviour char- 
geth with þlmdneſs and bypcerifie, to give us 
to know thus mucb, that in caſe we be Scribe, 
never ſo knowing ; yet if our eyes are alwayes 
on others, and never on our ſelves, we are no 
better then blind : or in caſe we be / bariſcel, 
and of never ſo much-pretended ſarctiiy, yet 
(in caſe we ſhould be rigid againtt others, if 
we be indulgent to oun ſelyes, quick to ob- 
{erve and. aggrayate, and.multiply and judge 
anothers mote, and wholly in the mean 
time to forget our own beam) we are no bet- 
ter then Hypocrites 3. Ie blind guides u bich ſtrain 

qt 4 Guat, and ſwall;w a Camel. % 


Sect. 14+ But to return to the Pepoſitions. Hin 
Sh:yler, hath depoſed 


That wiliam Pinchin and Jubn Travers prof- 


fered to take up their Band, that they might 
Fell Ale again in caſe they would appear and 
eta ax einſt me, 


Now 


" 
* 
£ 
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Nom I wmouſt tell thee that (befide this hope, 
aod;cheir-quarrel againſt me about the Gun) 
believe that Naur and bu wife had another 
thiag to incite them co appear againſt me, 
ich wis that they looked upon n a be 
vdo bad been a cauſe that their former Licenſe 
ws taken away. For I muſt tell thee: chat 
(beſide many diſorders which I nad beard of 
from this Nomeit houte;” lymp vot at the foot 
of Box. bill, s it is in the Depolition, but in a 
remote place both of the Po iſb and the Cniy) 
there was a eomplaiũt made to me by the wife 
of one Jebn Pitcher, living not far from this 
Nuit houſe, which (as far as I can rememæ 
ber) was to this purpoſe Ibat her buband 
John Pitcher did uſually haunt ibi N weis hunſe, 
and thet for whole dayet and nip ts together xi that 
be there meſt waſtſully ſpent bas, maney which be 
em dt bis hard labour: ſhe bis wife and many 
ſmall children in the men time wanting neceſſariers. 
I thiok: ſhe then told me that her bb bad 
nd ſome of bis borſhold gords (as platters or 
the like) for Beer; but this I am ſure ſhe then 
told me, that (what for ſome money in hand, 
what for the ſatisfaction of an old ſcore) be 
va making over a ſmall parcel of ſheep which they 
had, to this Nowel, which if be did, (he (ayes that 
ſhe and ber children muſt ge naked. She told me 
farther, Tha r busband coming thence in bis diſ- 
temperature, was very outragious and unnatural to- 
wandt bis wife and children; that be had been there 
the laſt night, that be came home but that a 
whic 


P 
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at- 1. ring this ſad 

from het , and gue — 
nance und babit, that her condition was v 


lamentable, and knowing that ſhe had — 


mall children) bade my fervants to take ber 
in, to, relieve her; and 'withall commanded 
that they ſhould give ber ſomewhat to carry 
home for her chiſdten, ſhe having told me 
beſore, that ſbe hd n boms no ſuſtenance for 
for thoſe ſmall children, nor money to buy ; but 
before ſhe went away, I asked her what be 
bawbends carriege was towards ber and ber children 
when: be u bimfelf and ſober ? ſhe told me 
that it was beth loving and careful, and thet be 
wa never ſo. outr 45. when be was ſet on by 
this Jone Nowely whereupon I (conlidering 
the periſhing condition which ber poor ſmall 
children were then in, as likewiſe doubting 
what might happen in ciſe her husband ſhould 
amke, and find her miſſing , having ſuch 1 
woman 4s this fone Nowell at bis elbow) ad- 
viled her for the preſent to repair to her 
home, to relieve ber children „and not by 
any means to ſpeak to her husband until he 
were ſober : but then in a friendly manner to 
ac him where ſhe bad been, and what ſhe 
done : aſſuring her farther, that if this 
were the order of N houſe, there ſhould 
be a courſe taken with them without ber 
farther trouble. Now fo it was, that ſome- 
time aſter this Newa Licenſe was taken 1 
an 


fling both by her cn 


rr 
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+ pen aqueintanee) they were re- 
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255 which Iſhaltſay, 1. Thac it is true, 
than Golan! Hur, hn wan Mes Daxie / and my 


cl co Bb one Evening: alighted 
Ca tending 


adding neer to the high-way. 
The reaſon — wedligheed was, becauſe the 
Copel com plained: that 


g was a cold, the ſea- 
lon being froſty, and * time abour the 
if D164. And having Avery good 
fung there made; we fate down tor ſome time 
De ſelves: Col. Eyes min. and ave- 
28 va Was a ſom of this Ja Nell, 
N. e in the time of her former 
mn tha mean time walking our Horſes 
very well remember ir chat we 
chere. very well temember it. (tor I 
entred ig; my Book of gisbarfements 
ion 45 4 came dome) that 1 delivered to 
this JN wel 18. 4 Which I did at the mo- 
N . Nm, he baving it tbat time no 


ſilver 


[erjus, n dome to the Depoſition it Sect. 15+ 


* 
(den 
flyer about him; which we looked not upon 
as reckoving, as if in Beer we had ſpent ſo 
much, but in regard that we had there a very 
good fire, that theye' was one all the time 
without with our Horſes 3 as alſo for that we 
looked upon them as poor people, we made 
ligbt of it, and paid it. Touching drinking 
Heats, I am confident they ſwear at random: 
if any thing, it might þe.remembrences, which 
(T know not the reaſon of it) is both a none 
and thing , which paſſed among theſe Con- 
miſfroners, with better acceptance: but if one 
or other, then certaibly muſt the latter part 
of their Depoſition, T het they two drank nw 
and then « gloſi, be falſe ; for in ſuch caſes Wik 
liom Fixcbin hath told us the uſe is to put the 
Heelthy or Remembrances yound : and if ſo, then 
there is no doubt but that they had their 
portion likewiſe; and I muſt tell thee chit 
T have ſince heard ( for at the time mention- 
ed in the Depoſition, 1 bad very little ac- 
quaintance there, this being the firſt time that 
Jever was in the houſe ſince I came to Box, 
and indeed the only time, excepting that 1 
© was once there ſiuce, when I went about from 
door to door to beg for Mr. Blifſet, Mr. Hum, 
and Mr. Bayh, and the reft of Marlborougt) 
that this Jone Nowell will not refuſe her cup 
when it comes to her turn. Nay, as I have 
beerd, ſhe will rather be on the fore-hand, 
taking two for the others one, which ſhe 
hath done at Corſbom ſo long, till ſhe bath wade 
er 
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and tis like enough g 

Wiliam' Weſtbury at wboſe houſe ſhe lodged 
chat night, and Thames Druet, Sen. wich much 
trouble and labour brought her to Box, ſhe 
iphe at that time have made an end, and 
ſo the Doctor had loſt both her Teſtimeny and 


And by their own confeſſion our tay there Se. 16. 


was but ſhort [ about an bour and an half 
and our diſcourſe ſuch as did not in any 
wiſe ſavour of exceſſive drinking. I remem- 
ber that T- cold Colonel Eyre of the Gun, 
it ſtood then in ſigbt in the Chimney. I 
told him - likewiſe, that therewith he uſed 
to kill Horer and Pigeons; but they ſeem to 
have forgotten it ( willing ignorance no 
doubt) that I then told the Colonel, that 
therewich he uſually kild Hares and Pigeons on 
the Lirds-day; it having been (as I have been 
told) 's common practice with this Nowell 
ſo todo; and being met on a time with his 
Cm by one who was going to Church, aud 
8dmoniſhed by him to go along with him: 
this Nicholas Nowell gzve him this aniver, 
Det be get not bis living by ging to * 
| An 


' {1x4 ) 
And 1 aſſure thet what I told the Colonel 
1 therefore did it that Nicholas Nowell might 
by this private Complaintto a Juſtice of Peace 
98 he without aoy farther 
trouble to the Mete, or cbems or puniſh 
em to himſelf, would for the futurg with 
out any more ddoe have become @ new ma. 
Aud they cite this Gent, Col lone 
Eyre, as one that wide with me at the fame 
time at their houfe'; I ſhall acquaior thee with 
ſomewhat which Cottonel Eyre had formerly 
depoſed as with reference: to my ſelf before 
theſe Commiſſioners, in theſe words, 


| And this Deponent faith further, 


June 4. . That be beth Ns uur. Buſhnell ti thirt 


1656. at 
Cain. 


years, aud hath frequently kept bim comps- 
ny, but never [aw bim drink to exceſs, and 
in bis opinion bur ever walks as oircumſpediy 
a might become « Miniſter. 


So far that part of his Depoſition. Now 
if Collonel Eyre never ſaw me drink to ex. 
ceſs, then certainly not now at Nowels. And 
(if they ſay that this our being at Nowels 
might be at the time that he ſo depoſed have 
ſlipt bis memory) 1 ſhall acquaint thee, That 


Jul.54,15. even touching this our being at Nowe!s he 


ton. 


at Lavi"g- was ready ſhortly after to Depoſe to every 


one of the particulars in charge againft us, 
according as I have preſented tbe particulars 
unto 


Amer 
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uo thet 1 7 od his friends 
ther but. Mr. Byfeli and his fri 

they parted at this time from 
Merlborowgh taken a courſe to prevent that, 
for they made an order (conceived to be on 
| to leave Collonel Eyre and my ſelf 
— the infam 4 of W ) 2 
out remedy or hopes ot Nindcation ot 
t no witneſſes which] ſhould p 
doce, ſhould be heard or admitted of; of 
which I ſhall tell thee mote in the cloſe of the 


TraaliRtions of this day. 


I am yet-behind with the Depoſition of Se, 17, 
Willem Sanders, which I told thee becauſe it 
did much refer ro che Tranſactions of this day, 
I hogld defer ic till then. The Depoſition is in 
thele words: 


liam Sanders of Chippenham Shoemeker 
depoſeth, Ibat about four years fince be ſaw Mr. 
Buſhnell come from the Bell in Box reeling to 
and fro three or four ſeos at « time; and ſaith 
that be believes that he was then drunk, for 
that be fell down, baving been at the Bell 
four or five ,bours in the company of Mr. Can- 
nings, aud Mr, Edward Long of tbe Moor, 
end ſaith , that after be fell in the ſtreet he 
Fiſe again, and ſo reeled home. 


© 
. 


Touching which Depoſition, I ſhall offer to St. 18. 


thy conſideration. 


1. The thing it ſelf as it is reported. 
2. The 


(144). 
- 2. The repute or qudtity of the perſon who thi 
depoſeth. As | 
3. Some inducements which might inccurage hin 
to appear and ſwear any thing. 
As touching the Fuſt, That I came fun 
the Bell recling three or four foot at 4 lime; that 1 
been there four or five bours ; that I fell down, 
at I rofe egi and ſo reeled home. | 
To this I ſhall anſwer , That if this were 
true, it 1s almoſt impoſſible but that others 
ſhould ſee it as well as Williem Sanderr, 
For 
18. It muſtbein the day time, elſe he could 
' notſee it, and if in the day time, others muſt 
needs ſee it beſide, for the c iſtance betwixt the 
Bell and my houſe is at leaſt a furlong, and there 
are many bouſes and croſſe wayes between 
them; and 1 believe that you ſhall hardly 
$0 between thoſe ewo houſes from ſun riſing 
to ſun ſet, but you ſhall ſee'and be ſeen of 
many; and can he quote no body, not illiam 
 Pinchin, or Nowell, or Gottle, or Nicholas Spenſer, 
or Obadiab Cheltenham, or ſome ſuch like, which 
ſaw it beſide himſelf? It was at Caln that 
William kawlin's wife appeared according to 
* a Summons procured by the information of 
William Sanders, he affirming that ſþe had ſeen 
it as well as himſelf; bur when as the woman 
came to depoſe, ſhe could reſtifie no ſuch 
thing, but all on the entry, and to my vin- 
-  dication and their infamy, if ſhe might have 
been permitted te go on: But her name is þ 
not 
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not at all in the Depoſitions, it being the uſe 
ro take thoſe Depoſicions which imported 
matter of charge againſt me, but nothing 
which might repreient either them or their 
Witneſſes in their colours. And 
2. Whereas he ſayes, that I bad been there 
three or four bours , he muſt needs intimate to 
vs thas muchy' that he himſelf had been ac 
that houſe ſo long. But now conſidering the 
conditions of the woman which then kept that 
bouſe, this is as impoſſible to be true as the 
other; for ſhe hath often told me of it ſince 
(and I am confident that ſhe will depoſe it) 
that ſhe would be ſo far from entertaining 
this Viliam Sanders in her houſe for four 
of five bowrs, as that by her good will ſhe 
would not ha ve admitted him to come within 
ber doors. A | 


And therefoze in the next place let us come Sect, 19, 
to enquire into the conditions and qualities of 
this Wifiem Sanders; and ſec whether he were 
a perſon of ſuch credit as the Ordinance requires. 
| ſhall firſt repreſent him unto thee as he was 
upon Oath repreſented unto theſe Commiſi- 
am: and after give thee a ſhort ſtory of 
his inſomies, every particular whereof (had 
the Gomiſſioners been ſo juſt as to have given 
have) ſhould ha ve been proved upon Oath 
likewiſe, 
| 4 (6 
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Sect. 20, i The firſt in theſe words; 
June 4, © William Eyre Eſq; being ſworn ſaith, Tha 
ſometime ſince, divers perſons being impeacy 
ed for: committing divers Robberies abut 
Sandy-lane, William Sanders, before ſwans, 
was aceuſed to be one of them , and was 4 
the Aſſixe. arraiꝑ ned fer the ſame , and 
found guilty by the Grand Jury, but ig 
favour of life was acquitted by the Petty 
Jury. 


The next in theſe words ; 


July 1. E r Arlet depoſeth, Tbat 15 years fitce, 
X anders before ſworn, committ:d S. ai. 
2 by cutting and ſtealing the Cbuſch 


The third intheſe words ; 


July 1, William Morley depoſeth , That under the 
pretence of 4 Sonldier, the ſaid S inders 
in the wars broke up this Depon:nts Bro- 

_ bouſe, and took goods thence to 4 god 

5 . 


A fourth in theſe words; 


Jag 1, Michael Baylie depoſeth , That about eigbt 
years ſmce , without provocation, the ſaid 
Th Sanders 


mige 


(147) 
Sanders fell on bis own Faber, and beat him, 
"nd ſeid that be would make an end of the old 


rage. 


Theſe are the very words of the Depoſi- 
tion 8s they are under the Clerks hand; al- 
either not taken, or not copied out ſo 
fully as · che Witneſſes depoſed in very many 
remarkable circumſtances. 


| It muſt not be forgotten, that before theſe Sect, 21. 
Depoſitions were takenat Marlborough, 7% 1 
the Doctor (belike having before either in- : 
ſtructed Wiliem Pinebin what was to be done, 
or elſe having been informed by Vil iam 
Piachin what he had done) beckens to Villiam 
Pixebin with his hands and twink ling of his 
yes, it ſeems as doubting that Willam Pin- 
cin bad forgotten himſelf. Whereupon Wil- 
lum Pincbin approacheth, and with. a /ow con- 
ger delivers to the Doctor a piece of Paper, 
whith the Doctor conveyes to Mr. Bliſſet with 
ſome ſuch words, There is « Teſtimony of this 
ment (meaning Sanders ) behaviour ; which 
was by Mr, Blifſet read accordingly. The buſi- 
neſs was but ſhort, and my thoughts ſo much 
upon this Doctor, that Ilittle noted it; only 
I remember that there were the names of 
ſome whom knew, ſer to it, and the names of 
others whieh I have beard ofzof which (as like- 
wiſe the falſe pretences by which this Certifi- 
cate was gotten) more Mon. 
La I (h31} 


Tect, 27, 


Saint, and Anaibematixe, the ſame perſon ac 
- cordingly as he ftood with reference to ther 


(148)) 


T ſhall cell thee here that Y'iliam So 
ders being queſtioned for the ſacriledge mes. 
tioned but now, fled; and ſheltred himlet 
from proſecution (ss the report goeth) i 
one or both of the Armies; and that be 
ſtands anſwerable for this ſacriledpe even to 
this hour; And was it not an handſomethin 
in the Doctor to countenance this man 4 
the Mini ſtir, that had robbed the Church? 
that in ſtead of bringing of him to condigne 
puniſhment for ſacriledge which he was then 
proved guilty of, he ſhould then endeavour 
to bear him out in his perjury likewiſe ? But 
there were men heretofore of ſuch Pein 
(1 ſhall ſay more of them hereafter ) that 
regarded not who they were they made uk 
of, if ſerviceable to their ends; that coull 
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intereſt ; if for them, then had they good 
words enough for him; if not, then he wis 

none of the Godly. | 
But to return to the preſent buſinels; 
William Morleys Depoſition tels us, that St 
ders brake open his Brothers houſe undet 
the pretence of a Souldler; belike conceivin 
that as that pretence had ſheltred him for 
breaking Gods bouſe, ſo ic might encourage 
him to break open and rob bi Neigblouw!. 
I muſt tell thee ſurther, that Sanders doth 
as yet ſtand guilty of this feluny * 
1 
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And this was conceived to be the reaſon why 
his Certificate was at this time delivered in 
by bis Proxie Williom Pinchin (it being thought 
that Senders himſelf was then in Town: ) for 
they thought that if Sanders himſelf had ap- 
peared in per ſon, he ſhould have been appre- 
hended for his former felonies, and ſo ſent to 
a place where he ſhould have been ſecured 
from ſtarting. | 


the whole ſtory of his inſamies; let the Rea- 
der enquire after him in any place where he 
hath" hved , and I believe that an eſpecial 
token that he will be remembred by, will 
be ſome vile prank that he hath plaid; and 
be truth is, that when this Sanders appeared 
it Biz Church-houſe where his Father lived, 
ve ol the Neighbourhood conjeRuied, either 
that he had done ſome pranck elſewhere, 
and wes come thither to ſhelcer himſelf, or 
thathe was come thither co do ſome good 
pranck; in order whereunto ic was obſer- 
red that he was much accuſtomed to night- 
walking, as he pretended to go a Fiſhing, 

ſuch was their credit, if any thing 
were loft (Sheep or the like) and ſearch 
to be made, the houſe which the Officers 
Gd uſually begin with was the Church-boaſe, 
"Eg this Sanders Father lived and harboured 
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I love not to trouble my ſelf or thee with Sec. 23. 
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Sect. 24. Let with a pranck or two of his being d 
latter dayes , being notoriouſly known and iy 
famous, I ſhall here acquaint thee with: ſome, 
time in the year 1654. I think it was about the 
15. or 16, of September, this S ander being at in 
Alebeuſe in Pickwick in the Pariſh of CGrſhan, 
in the company of one Thomas Stockman oi 
Bat bford, he falls there to abuſe him ſo fa 
forth, as that he forced him to pay a reckon- 

. ing for Beer, c. which Sanders had ſpent be. 
fore Stockman came in, and afterwards fol- 
lowing the poor man, going homeward (it bo 
ing night) in a lane aboat half a mile from tbe 
houſe where they bad drank , this Sanders 
overtakes him, knocks him down, robs and wounds 
bim ſo grievenſly, that he lay ſometimes under 
the hands of a charitable perſon for his re 
covery: Inſomuch that complaint was made 
to a Fuſtice of Peace, who grants forth bis 
Warrant (yet to be ſhewn) againſt Sanders: 

— but (I know not the cauſe of it) this Warrant 

$92 was never ſerved upon him, fo that he ſtands 

Sublcribeg guilty of this 'ofſau/t and robbery, even to this 

| Bdwarg hour. Thus much hath Thomas Stockman for- 

Stches, merly affirmed, although art this time be 
would neither be depoſed of it, nor fr-/ecute 

Sanders fos it ; for ſince the time that he 5 

rob d, and this Fuly 1. this Thomas Stochman is 

faln off to the Quatert; and therefore con- 

ceives Oaths and proſecutions to be againſt bis 
Principles, And all this would hive been _ 
5 —_ a 
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fed to the Commiſoners , if they would have 
my witneſſes leave to ſpeak. I ſhall 
trouble thee with one paſſ ge more: I having 
ſome diſcourſe ſince with a man of Corfham 
(one whom the Docter knows, and pretends 
to-reſpe& much) touching this buſineſs, and 
hoving told him that Sanders was an eſpecial 
witneſs againſt me; the man by way of won- 
der ſpeaks ro this purpoſe + by they would 
uu tue the Teſtimony of ſuch 4'rogue as Sanders, 
Ibn, weld they ? and then tells me a ſtory 
that Sanders on '# time commy to his boufe 5 fits 
i down by the fire, where the man (having 
ſome oecaſion to go into another place) lefe 
bun fitting, but at bis return (which it ſeems 
was ſooner then Sanders expected) be finds 
this Sanders with bis feet ftonding in the fire, 
md bir bead and bis hands up in the Chimney 
ſealing Bacon thet bang d there. Nay, even at 
this time; his Oatb; and beboviour were ſuch, 
that it bred aſtoniſhment even in thoſe that 
countenanced him. Inſomuch that Fobn Tra- 
vert fitting by, and hearing his Depoſition, 
was overheard to ſay to this purpoſe; There 
is « rogue to fwear, I could not keep bim ſober a day 

together, but that he would be drunk every day. 


And indeed the Commiſfloners might ſoon Scct. 25. 


have perceived the truth, and credit of this 
man, if they would have noted, or been ir- 
formed touching words by him then ſpoken, 


be being then upon Oith: and thoſe were 
L 4 touch- 


* 
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touching bis fidelity to the State, and his ſer. 
vice done to the State: and the wounds ( 25 
he reported yet to be ſeen) which he had 
received in the FState-ſervice, Whereas it 
would have. been proved (if they would have 
heard my witneſſes) That he received thoſe 
woynds when he was in arms againſt the State, 
and under the command of Captain Thim: 
and "tis like enough that be bad there conti- 
nued ſtill, had he not fear'd that they would 
bave hanged bim for breaking open and robbing 
bou et; and this fear it was, and not any good 
will which forced him over to the other par. 
ty, there to ſecure bimſelſe: and as Jobn Tra. 
pers reported it, brought a good Horſe with 
bim; ro give them ſome aſſurance that he 
durſt not go back again to that party from 
whence he fled; and (as Saxders then affirmed) 
he became a Souldier under Captain Travers, 
a fitting match; like Captain, and fike Soul- 


dier. 


But may ſome ſay, That all this, however 
true, makes bim no more then a thief or a 
robber of both God and men; or a plunderer, or 
a paricide, a profaner or a drunkard, or the 
like. But now this doth not wholly diſinable 
his Teſtimony; hut could I make it appear 
that he had formerly fereſwern himſelf, that 
then I had ſaid ſomething to the purpoſe. To 
this I ſhallanſwer, 

1. That by their inſtrudion: the Commiſi- 
oners 
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nn were to take the Teſtimony of none bue 
edible wit neſſes: and then certainly it will ap · 
pur by that which bath been already ſaid, that 
Saut to all unintereſted men is nothing 
kkeit'z we cannot prove it that thoſe who 
lun folſe; witneſs againſt Naboth, did ever bear 
foe witaeſs again. ft am before: But this it was 
which rendered them ſuſpicious (and with 
juſt Judges ſhould have been cauſe enough 
abort them) becauſe they were ſons of Be- 
he; wicked; miſchievous, lawleſs men; men 
offa much known infamy, that they would not 
tek at any ebiog, which was put upon them, 
he ü eicher to ſpeak or to do, but in the ge- 
eta were xrady for any wicked imploy ment, 
and: for the particular fitted themſelves ac- 
gording- to their occaſions who imployed 
them. „Such who held a common ſhop for all 
commers, and would furniſh their cultomers 
. vccording to their likings. And here by theſe 
Commiſſioners. leave, I (hill tell them, chat 
there are other exceptions as well as former 
perjwy ; which with equal Judges, (ſuch who 
have the diſcretion to know, aud the conſcience 
to practiſe, juſt things) may render ſome 
witneſſes wewortby of credit. In thit famous 
trial of Faulconers perjury in the caſe of the 
Lud Craven, we have ſeveral proofs brought 
in touching Foulooxers former behaviour and 
credit; and all taken (a piece of juſtice, 
which I could not obtain from theſe Comm- 
funert) as that this Favlcener had been 4 bla. 
pbemou 


Sect, 27. 
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June 4. 2c 
Cala. 


454) | 
phemows debaucht man, « couſening and chegti 
fellow, and one thet bed been ſevere! times * 
enitted far ſuſpicion of felony; and all for this 

poſe, to make it probable that he who 
— had (for nothing, or but a ſmall mat. 
ter of. profit) committed ſuch borrid crimes, 
would. not for ſome greater matter ich, to fir- 
ſwear bimſelf. | 


And now I ſhall add 2. That the Dodor and 
his Commiſſioners had a better opinion of Sn. 
deri, then Sender; had of himſelf; for Sanders 
was ſo far conſciouw. to himſelf; that bis guilty 
conſcience did ſo far miſgive him, as to make 
him doubt that his former infamies had been 
ſo odiow, as that they had been enough to di 
inable him to give in any thing in point of 
Evidence, and to take off all his tef:mony in 
all places whatſoever. For thy further ſatis 
faction in this particular, I ſhall now acquaint 
thee with the falſe pretences and lies where - 
withal Sanders, or ſuch as aRed for him, got 
hands to that forementioned Certificate which 
Mr. Chambers ſo tenderly delivered in. After 
ſuch; time as Sanders bad depoſed againſt me, 
belike fore-ſceing that I ſhould recriminate, 
he goes, or procures ſome to go to ſome of 


. the Burrough of Chippenham, and tells them to 
ſome ſuch purpoſe, Thet be was to appear the 


tificate touching bis bebavieur for balf a year l. 


next efſize at Sarum as 4 witneſtin a trial: in 
order whereuto b: defires their hands to a Cer- 


paſt, 
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af, Doubting ( as i was informed) that 
ewe Teſtimonꝝ would not be taken, in 
regard of his former infamies, being both no- 
torious and frequent. Such, as I have beard, 
ws. his relation; but I muſt tell thee that 
this, relation was falſe in every particular. 


1. Sanders dreads an Aſfze or Seſſint as 
much. or far more then he doth a Peſt- hauſe; 
por can you frighe him worſe then to tell him 
that be muſt, appear there. 

1. This Certificete-pretended for the Afixe 
ro (where Sanders did not appear, nor 
had be any buſineſs there) was delivered in 
der weeks before at Marlborough. 

. This Certificate deſired to enable bim 


ae an Oath, was framed and delivered in 


- 


after tbe ; Oath was taken. So that Sanders 
5 


or bis ave herein notoriouſly falſifi- 
ed, and impoſed upon bis neighbours at Chip- 
fenbem as ſome of them (if I have not been 
nikiformgd) have acknowledged: protefting 
againlt it, and complaining that he bath groſly 
abuſedethem, inprocuring their bands with a lying 
pretence, & afterward carrying them to ſuch a place, 
and aſing them to ſuch a purpoſe, which was contrary 
laub to bis pretence and their intention. So that we 
have here chat old piece of Policy practiſed, 
Scelere velandum eſt ſcelw, one, a former wick 
edneſs. covered with a latter; falſe-ſwearing 
plaiſtered over with & lie; by hing he pro- 

| cures 
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cures this Certificate, that he might imploy it 
to cover his former falſe Oaths. Now 1 do 
not wonder that Willi,on Pinchin,Nicholas Spen- 


fer, Wiliam Sanders und Obadiab Chelterham 


ſhould contrive and practiſe ſach unworthy 
courſes ; my wonder is, that the Deer ſhould 
ſo demurely put to his helping hand for the 
promoting of them ; nay that he ſhould be 


more forward then William Pinchin : and 


veadier to call for it then Viſiam Pinchin was 
to deliver it in. But doubtleſs the Caln buſt- 
neſs did yet ſtick in the Doctors flomach ; there 
were a generation of men heretofore great 
pretenders to godlineſt, that were very touchie, 
and very implacable ; and perchance before! 
make an end of this diſcourſe, I ſhall make 
ſome obſerves to the Dodor of the Hgagite in 
the Old Teſtament, and the Scribes and Phariſees 
in the New. 


And now for a full anſwer to that Queſtion, 
But can you prove Sanders to be perjured be- 
fore? I ſhall ſay that readily I cannot, per- 
chance, nor none beſide: and this is the rea- 
ſon of it, becauſe tis believed that this was 
the fir? time that ever he was admitted a wit- 
neſs upon Oath againft any; and *cis like 
enough that therefore he forſwore not bim- 
felf before this time , becauſe that before this 
time he had no opportunity : the want of which 
we know hath reſtrain'd many a one from 
wicked- 


. 
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wickedneſs, which otherwayes they have had a 
© ninde unto. By his own acknowledgment he 
looks upon bis credit as much craſed, other- 
wiſe be never would have importnned for 
this certificate. I think it be not uſual for 
men to carry their certificates with them iff 


ſuch caſes to any Affe. 


But the Conmiſfioners (being belike pleaſed Sect. 29. 

with his Depoſition, becauſe he had ſworn as 
they would ba ve him, and having in him found 
ſuch a one as they bad looked for of a long 
time) were by any means willing to preſerve 

his reputation; in order whereunto the Do- 

Ror ( as I have ſaid) delivers in the Cer- 

tificate : Mr, Byfield, Mr. By, Mr. Hunt, | 
thwart with, interrupt and turn back my \ 
Witneſſes, that they might not inform bow 

infamous Sanders had been. And Mr. Bliſſet 

(be loves to have ſomething rare by himſelf) 

to rebate the edge of the Depoſitions of 

Colonel Eyre, Rainold Arlet, William Morley, 

and Mickael Baily, ſayes, that thoſe offences 

were committed ling ago, and that fince be, that 

1s, Sanders, might become a new man , or to ſome 

ſuch purpoſe. But now I would fain know 

of M. Bliſ.t,, when this reformation began 

in William Sanders ? or (if that Queſtion may * 
ſeem to ſignifie nothing) by what teſtimony 

in his life and converſation hath this Sander: 

evidenced it, that there is any reformꝭtion: t 

all wroughr in him? As Iremember, Sir ww 
Ralcty 


\ 


Jn, 15, 
2658, 


. 
Raleigh re jects the book of Judith from being 
ſo much as Apoctyphal, becauſe he cannot find 
any time, age, or century wherein toplace it. And 
I doubt me that Mr. Blifſet would have a; 
uch to do to find out the time when Vi. 
am Sanders reformation began, or any thing 
that doth reſemble it, unleſs be mears that 
his Oaths againſt me have merited ſo far 26 
that his name doth now deſerve to be put ir- 
to red letters. And tell me Mr. Bliſſet, when 
did his reformation begin > Did it begin when 
he was before you at Cen? I have told you 
already , and had proved it (if they would 
have heard my Witneſſes ) that he then fo. 
ſwore bimſelſ in your preſence ; affirming then 
upon Oath, That be bad received thoſe wound: 
in tbe States ſervice, which he received in the 
Kings z or ina drunken fray at Chippenham ; or 
did it commence as his Certificate was delive- 


red in at Marlborowh? I have told you a 


ready by how many falſhoods and lies he 
obtained it; no figns of emendment theſe, no 
nor of chenge neither, unleſs the change be for 
the worſe, Beſides the man whoſe houſe be 


brake up and robbed at Spainſwick bath ſince 
told me; 


Thet he then took from bim to the value of Tren- 
ly Marks, that be and bis fare the worſe far" 
to this bour. 


Sanders in the mean time who hath _ 
M3 
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ſpent, or worne ont, or othermiſe 
d of his goods, flants it abroad, bears it 
; ſo far from making this man any part 
adden, as that he comes not near him fo 
| as to ochnowledge that he hath done bim 
wow, Anne ſum be veſtes filit tui ? Do 
Reformadoes , your pd men go thus 
robberies, and lics, perju- 
juri per arguments of a reformation, 
Do grapes bear thorns, or figs 
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And now Mr. Bliſſet muſt give me leave to Set, 30. 


reply upon him, and ſay, that if Villam San- 
in mere ſuch a villainſo long ago, and yer 
no amendment perceived in him, what an 
overwaxen and overgrown Monſter may be be 
by this time > To what an height of wicked 
. beſs may be be mounted up unto , that was 
guilty of Sacriledge when as he was not much 


«ove twenty I remember that Medes in the Sex. Tag. | 


Tregedy. meditating miſchief and revenge, A 
ſtudies to do ſomething which was anſwer- 
able to her years; conceiving ſomething more 
then ordinary to be proportionable now, be- 
cauſe ſhe had committed ſeveral ſtrange 
wickedneſſes when ſhe was but a Girle. 
— Hec virgo fec thus and thus I did, 
thur I murtbered my Brother, after this manner I 
deceived my Father many a year age, when I 
vs buy} Joung : Bat, Majora jam decent ſcelera; 
Greater wicheuneſſes may be expeded now from me, 
now 


Exod. 2 1. 
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now ib I am at full growth, and am bu « 
wouen an « Mother. Proportionably ſay I, 
This' Witiem Sanders might (beſide many fair 


inducements from the Commiſſioners and Sub. 


ener) encourage himſelf to - ſome notable 
villanie from this; chat he had been fo infa. 


mous ſo long ago; and might ſay to bimſel, 
That it is but « limit more then what I have done 


already, that I m now about to do. I bave al- 
ready many « time, and oft broke+thoſe commandi, 
which enjoyned me not to profane the Lords day, 
not to diſhonor my parents, not to kill, not to ſled: 
and it is but u little more, if for once 7 breek 
the next Command likewiſe, that ſay es I muſt mt 
bear falſe witneß, and ſweer folſelj againſt « 
Mirifier. And now that I bave done with 


Me. -Blifſet as touching Sanders ; let me add 


ſomething to Dodor Chambers, as with refe- 
rence to the ſame 'perſon, I have told thee 
that at ſuch time as (amongſt other notori- 
ous infamies) we had proved Sanders to have 
faln upon his own Father, to have thrown 
him down, and beaten him, ſaying, that he 
would make an end of the old Rogue; 
Mr. Chambers calls for a Certificate, and pro- 


motes it in this Sanders his behalf. And this. 


was the ſecond time wherein he ſhewed him- 
ſelf very forward either to comntenance or de- 
fend ſuch who by the Law of Ged bad forfeit- 
ed their lives. 1. In the behalf of Wiliam 
Pirchin ; and herein the behalf of Sender: 
Ha king thoſe crimes to be but ſmall d-ffrrences 
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is the one, and no great matter in the other.; 
which Gods Law looketh upon and puniſheth 
4s barid, barbarow, and unnatural. And ſince 
the DoGor hath ths appeared in the behalf of 
ſuch perſons, he mult give me leave to tell 
him a ſtory. Tis reported that when Cara- 
gala had murdered his brother Gets in his mo- 
thers arms, he practiſed with Papinius at that 
timea famous Lawyer, to defend or extenuate 
the fratricide before the Senate; of which foul 
murder the Lawyer refuſeth to undertake toe 
Pitronage, giving this reaſon, That it was eaſter 
for « man to be a Paricide then to defend it: and 
this with ſuch reſolution, as that ic is ſaid that 
be loſt his life for his refuſal, Now I que- 
ſlion it, whectier Doctor Chambers would in ſuch 
a Caſe have been fo backward as this unbe- 
leving Lawyer was? I believe that he would 
not, my reaſonis this: He that ſhall (as the 
Dior did) look upon a ſons couſening, curſing, 
frequent beating of bis Parents, after a barbarout 
manner throwing them down, laying bands upon them, 
th of them by the throat, drawing bis knife up- 
in them, calling them old Rogue, and threatning 
„ make an end of th:m, as only ſome ſmall diffe- 
rences, or matters not much to be noted, ot 
eafily to be excuſed ; may rationally be con- 
ceived to think it no great matter if he had 
itually murdered them. But the Reader muſt 
temember, that in thoſe dayes Paricides were 
very frequent, and in great credit; yea, and 
chat then the D(&-7, and his Commiſſioners a cted 
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by s power which had murdered our Kim, Te 
common Fatber of us all, and many of their 3re 


thren beſide. Yea and farther yet ſince tha 


preſent Government by which thoſe horrid 
Paricides were committed, was that which in- 
powered theſe Commiſſioners and Dofors to ad, 
and that a ſtrid enquiry was by them made, 
who were diſaffedted to it? and a ſevere puriſh. 
ment inflicted on. thoſe who were found dif. 
affected to it; we may ſafely ſay, that even 
theſe men Commiſſioners and Dodors did approve 
of thoſe wickedneſſes which the other had 
committed; and by approving of them, con- 
feſs themſelves to be ſome of thoſe Paricides, 
The bleſſed Reformation being then ſo much 
improved, that the breach of the fift Command- 
ment was accounted godlineſs , but the obſer- 
vation of it ſcandalous, 


Wiliam Sanders informs that Mr. Edward 
Long of the More, and Mr. Cannings were then 
and there with me at the ſame time. Now 
this is the third time that this Mr. Longs name 
hath been mentioned to his diſrepute long 
after he was dead. Twice before by Vilian 
Pinchin, and the third time by iam Sanders; 
indeed I think I may ſafely ſay all theſe three 
times by William Pirchin, for that Sanders and 
Cottle. were then at Caln, both Catechixed by 
Wiliam Pinchin before they (wore ; who (351 
have been told) wrote down ſomething which 
one of them never ſpake, and yet be hearing 


i 
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u was ( ſince William Pinchin had written 
ir down) content that ic ſhould go ſo; fo 
that we may gueſs chat theſe were not ac- 
cording to their knowledge . but according to 
their leſſon : Obadiah Cheltenham, and I think 
dan Travers being at that time coadjutors 
wich William Pinchin in the ſame buſineſs. This 
Gentleman Mc. Long was then dead, and fo 
could ſay nothing tor himſelf or me: yet 
chus much I am confident will be teſtified by 
men yet living, who knew bim well, that for 
fur, uch five, nay ſix years before this Depo- 
ſition was taken, it was even impoſſible for 
Mr. Long to be ſuch as this Depoſition repre- 
ſents him, 4 drinker to exceſs : as I have ſaid, 
be was buryed in Decemb. 1651. and for 4 
long time before lay under a lingering and 
walting Conſumption, which at laſt brought 
him to his grave: and this was ſo viſible 
to his friends, that in caſe he had been in- 
clined to intemperance, yet they would have 
withheld him even tor his healths ſake. Ic is 
like enough I might meet him at that houſe, 
and like enough it is that I might make 
ſome ſtay there with him; and if chey ask me 
why, I ſhall tell the Commiſſioners and Doctors 
that the occaſions that drew me thither.were far 
more commendable, and my acting there far 
more Clerk-like then theirs have been at ſe- 
veral Innes, at ſeveral places ond times, for a 
longer time together then is mentioned in 
Saiders Depoſition, Tis too well known, 
M 2 that 
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that there were at this time many unnatury 
differences betwixt this Mr. Long, his Mather, 
and Brother, which were heightned fo far 
as to ſome ſuits of Law: that theſe difference 
cauſed a great alienation of affections betuin 
them, ſo great that (although but three) the 
ſame houſe would not hold them; for the con. 
poſure of which ſtrifes, there were many (and 
ſome perſons of quality) that travel'd much 
in it: and it was the pleaſure of ſome of 
them to take me along with them , as one 
who was well known to all the diſagreeig 
parties, and well thought of by them: in 
order to a compoſure I was fometime with 
one party, ſometime with another, and ſome- 
time in one place, and ſometime in another, 
and that for more hours together then are 
mentioned in the Depoſition. And that ths 
was the buſineſs which drew me to Raindld 
houſe at this time, and occaſioned me to ſtay 
ſo long there, and that I was not at all dr 
ſtempered with Beer, would bave been De- 
poſed by Mr. Canion mentioned in the Depo- 
ſition, who was then ard there all the time, 
and heard and ſaw all that had paſſed, but 
him ( beſide many other very material wit 
neſſes) they would not admit of. 


And I have now preſented thee with a) 
the Depoſicions againſt me as I received them 
under their Clerks hand: and I make no que- 
ſtion but the Reader (remembring how ma- 
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ny Depoſition I have charged them with which 
they never took, how many Depaſition. were ta- 
ken but never ent red, and how many Depoſttions 
were emred by halſs) will cake theſe for the 
et & worſt which they had againſt me. To 
which, (beſide what I have already obſerved) 
I ſhall offer to thy conſideration ſome few 
things more. 1. Whereas there is mention 
made of my being at Beilirs and Rainalds his 
Alchouſes, and of my drinking there, I ſhall 
tell thee, that I had both the women who 
lep theſe boyſes, (being both very ancient and 
n WW their busbands dead) before the Commiſſion- 
bei who were there ſworn, but their Depoſr- 
„unt in the Clerks copy very much contracted, 
„ud are only in theſe words. 


1, Sarah Rainalds who keeps the Alebcn ſe 

aforeſaid ſayes that Mr. Buſhnell ſeldom came 

to ber howſe but in Pariſh buſineſt; nor hatb 

he been there this alf year, and the laſt time 
not to drink. 


2. Elizibeth Bailie who kept tbe Alebouſe 
aſoreſaid, being ſworn, ſaith, That Mr. Buſh- 
nell n ver came to ber houſe (as ſhe remem- 
bers) but upon Pariſh buſineſs for making 
rater or the like ; but ſaith, that he bath 
net been there ih two years [ajb. 


This is every word which we have as de- 
poſed by them, when ss "iis well known that 
M 3 their 
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their Depoſitions were very much longer 
I paſſe by that part of Serab Reinalds Depo- 
ſition , where ſhe informs, that I was once 
there in company when the reckoning came 
to two ſhillings, and to Mr. Byfield who asked 
how many there were of us; anſwers that there 
were about ſixteen; and beſides they had 
Tobacco: which paſſage the Clerk noted, al- 
though he did not take it, and to Mr. Hell 
who ſomewhat ſcrupled the reckoning, (ayes 
(looking up into Mr. Byfre!ds tace ) that 
there were ſixteen, and that they had Tebacy 


00. 


But now the Queſtion which I deſired 
might be propoſed co them both was this, 
Whether either of them ſaw me diſtempered with 
Beer at any time, or drinking to exceſs in their boules? 
Which Queſtion was propoſed to them both; 
and they both anſwered No, If there had been 
any ſuch thing, that I had drunk hard with 
Mr. Long or any other, they muſt needs know 
it; and had they known it, I am confident 
that they would not have forſworn themſelves 


to conceal it. I know not whether it were 2! 


this time againſt them, or at another time 3 
gainſt Thomas Brewer that Mr, Byfield took ex- 
ceptions to this purpoſe , 


That they were parties being Alehouſe-kerpert 
and therefore not likely to ſpeak the truth, be- 
cauſe it might prove penal to themſelves for en- 
5 > tertaining 


0 
[ 
t 
[ 


r — . Dd 


fie. 


(267) 
tertaining any too long, or letting them drink 
100 much. 


Now to ſee the Diſpoſition of that ga 
man; be would not believe that any ſwear 
truly, but ſuch as ſwear as he would have 
them: To do @ miſchief, With him no Wit- 
neſſes were credible but deſperate ones. 

Nay, to ſee the abundant charity of that 
man! I preſume that he conceived theſe wo- 
wen to have ſome underſtanding of an Osth, 
otherwiſe he would not have admitted them 
toſwear, and yet he ſticks not to imply that 
they wonld perjure themſelves to fave their 
five ſhillings apiece. I had it not at that time in 
my head, but now let me mind them of one 
thing more, of which I have ſome confidence, 
andit is this, That had theſe women by virtue 
of thoſe Oaths which they had then taken , 
been demanded, Whether they had never ſeen 
Wiliom Pinchin drinking to exceſſe in their 
houſes? they muſt have anſwered that (al- 
though much againſt their wils, when they 
knew not how to be rid of him) he hath been 
drinking, and ſmoking, and quareling, and drivel- 
ling 10 long, that he hach made himſelf worſe 
thena beaſt; yea and that ( this would have 
deen proved too) he hath there dig him- 
ſelf, I ſay not into his Hat, but as ſeemly 
3s one that uttered his minde, having 
overcharged himſelf with Wine and Quince 


M4. I had 


( 168 } 


Sect. 34. I had at this time, and before, ſeveral Wi- 
| neſſes with me which I defired might be ex- 
amined upon ſuch Queries as ſhould have 

been propoſed unto them, but a word of ex- 

ception againſt them from Viliam Pinching 

the Solicitor, and Mr. Byfieldthe Advocate ſoon 

ſilenced or put them all by; and thus they 

Mr. camon ſerved no leſſe then four at this time, ſome 
wil. Baſh» whereof would have told prety ſtories of Wil- 
* Hen. liam Pinchin, fobn Travers, Obadiah Cheltenham, 

ru, _ LEE. mb 

Ric. Corite, William Cottle, William Sanders, yea perchance 
olf the Dear too, if they might have been 
heard; which doubtleſs william Pinchin fore- 

ſaw, and there;ore was ſo forward to ſtop 


their mouths ;* Mr. Byfield and the reft ever 


ſeconding him, having this pretence for what 
they did, That what thoſe who depoſed a- 
gainſt me was for the Common- wealth and preſent 
Government, but that thoſe who would have de- 
poſed for me, was againſt the Commn-wealth, 
and againſt the preſent Government. 


Sect, 35, But amongſt others, there appeared for me 

24ãdt this time Henry Sheyler before mentioned, 
whom Viliam Pinchin ſtoutly oppoſed, al- 
leadging, That he was a drunkard, and thai there 
bad been two Baſtards laid to bis charge. To 
which the other as ſtoutly replies, That that 
charge might be falſe as well as true; but 
put him in minde of an aempt of a Rafe made 
by this William Pinchin upon a Woman near 


Briſtoll,* 
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Friffol, when they two were in Armes in the 
: and had he not been taken off, 
this was nothing to the preſent 


. he would bave told the Commiſſi- 


mers ſuch a Rory of their witneſs and Solicitor 


other circumſtances, ſo filthy, and much wor 
then, beoft-like , that I remember not that I 


Filiem Pinchin, naming the time when, the God dem 


where, the manner bow, together with ">, * 


have in any Author, either ſacred or profane, 
met with a ſtory to match or parallel it, un- 
leſs that Lam. 5. 11. come near it; but this 
ms quaſſit, and Henry Sbeyler permitted to pro- 
ceed, which he did in theſe words; 


That on Saturday on Whitſon week laſt paſt, 
be went to enquire for William Cottle 
whoſe wife told this Deponent , that be bad 
been three or four dayes running after William 
Pinchin to witneſs againſt Mr. Buſhnel ; 
won which William Cottle coming into the 
bouſe told this Deponent , That William 
Pinchin promiſed him, that if he would ſwear 
that Mr, Buſhnel came drank from Cor- 
ſham, be would make him Pariſh-Clerk and 
Regiſter of Box. However if he were not 
jedted, be ſhould be Regiſter. And then 
ſi farther , that if be (bould ſwear it, be 
ſhould offend the Gentlemen, if not the Far- 
mers, To which this Deponent by reply bid 
him ſpeak the truth; upon which "= 5 
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Cottle offirmed , That be could nit (org 
that be ever ſaw Mr. Baſhnell diftemper 
with Beer : yet the ſaid Cottle then affirms 
that be bad now an opportunity to be even 
with Mr. Buſhnell for permitting Col. Eyre 
to ſend bim to Bridewell for ſelling Al: with. 
out Licence. 


Some few things I ſhall here offer to thy 
conſideration touching this Depofition of 
Henry Sbeyler. 

1. That Viliam Cottles wife told him that 
her husband had been three or four dayes 
running after Viliam Pinchin to witneſs againk 
Mr. Buſhnell, Now ſo much ſhe had ſaid before 
to Anthony Balden, and before her husbands 
face too; and thus much was teſtified upon 
Oath before the Commiſroners ſitting at Cal 
by Antbom Balden; but it ſeems (according 
to the cuſtom) either never entred, or elſe Index 
Expurgatorizs hath daſht it out. 

2. Williem Pinchin offered to make him 


Pariſp-Cierł and Regiſter, &c. Now theſe were 


places which co mine own knowledge William 
Cottle greedily thirſted after, and made great 


fait for, but was rejected for both; we con- 


ceiving him to be very unfit to bear any office 
about the Church, who had been formerly 
thought unfit to ferve ſo much as for a 


 Tithingmen. I moſt tell thee further that there 


was ſome ſuch trade driven likewiſe _ 
this 
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this Wiliew Cottle and Jobn Travers. For Wil. 
hem Cottle being ſummoned to appear before 
theſe Commiſſioners by this Jobn Travers asks 
bim, be ſboutd pey bim for bis dayes work? To 
whom Jobn Travers replies; 


That if Mr. Buſhnell were ejeded, he would 
[ee that be who ſucceeded bim ſhould pay him; 
but if Mr. Buſhnell were not ejeged, that 
then be was likely ts looſe it. 


A pretty bait for ſuch a fellow, and 
queſtionleſs enough to make him fetch 
tip, or (as Obadiab Cbeltenbam inſtructed 
bim) to ſweay aut right, for otherwiſe he was 
likely to loſe his preſent labour, and ex- 
pected reward; and that this was diſcourſed 
betwixt John Travers and Villiam Cottle was 
teſtilied on Oath before the Commiſſioners 
now fitting at Mariboreugh by Mary Bayly ; 
but either not taken, or elſe Index Expur- 
gatoris hath been here again. And here ſet 
me obſerve this unto thee, how that 7. 
lem Pinchin and Fobn Travers have their 
varieties of baits and flier ſutable to the ap- 
petites of their fiſb. (We know that Cata- Saluſt bell. 
line had ſuch heretofore; yea Mr. Chambers : ; — i 
the chief Prieſis and Elders made uſe of the 1 
like, Manb. 26. 61. compared with Luke 


4-3.) Newel they knew longed to have 
5 
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his Bond up that he might ſell Ale apain, 
and therefore they promiſe him, 


Thet if be will peur and ſwear, that ſhall be 
taken up. 


VPilliam Cottle ſore longed for theſe off. 
ces, and therefore VVilliam Pinchin baits for 
him with theſe promiſes 3 


That if be would ſwear that Mr. Buſhne)l came 
drunk from Corſham, he would make bim 
Pariſh Clerk and Regiſter. 


Sect. 37. It hath been obſerved that there are fun 
things eſpecially which cauſe falſe accuſations, 
Malice, Objequiouſneſs , Coverture, and Covetou|: 
neſs; we have no leſſe then all theſe diſcovered 
in this /Vliam Cottle here. 


1. Covetouſneſs. The Repiſters and Clerks 
place, together with five pound beſide, were 
promiſed bim as his reward; and he muſt ſwear 
that I came drunk from Corſham, that he might 
obtain it. 


2. Qbſequiouſueſs. He ſeems little to regard 
it whether he ſwore truth or fa/ſhood ; but 
whether he ſhould pleaſe or diſpleaſe. If be 
ſhuld ſwear it, be ſhould offend the Gentlemen, 
if not the Farmers. 

3. Malice, 
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3. Malice, and indeed leavened, ſtale and 
fwred Malice; and ſuch on which the ſun had 
gone down many an hundred time. That be 
hed now an opportunity to be even with me, for 
Femmitting Col. Eyre, to ſend bim to Bridewel for 
ſelling Ale without Licence, which happened 
about Sept. 1653. 


4. Coverture (if it be not ſomewhat worſe) 
for hefalſy chargeth me of his crimes, and 
he therefore chargeth me with them, becauſe 
had laboured to ſuppreſs them in him, when 
2s he was guilty of them; like the EJders in the 
Apoeryphal flory of Suſanna 3 becauſe I would not 
conſent or ſuffer bim to pradliſe profanations, and 
uber diſorders, he chargeth me to have been a pra- 


er of ſuoh. 


l am now willing to put an end to the 
Trenſeions of this day; only I ſhall tell thee 
defore, that at this time it appeared that 
they had ſomewhat overſhot themſelves : ( an 
uſual thing for ſuch Polititiant) andthar it 
was in ſome ſort long of themſelves that they 
bad not their will of me ſo ſoon as they deſired. 
I have told thee already that Mc. Byfie!d had 
taken order formerly that we ſhould not in 
any wiſe have any copy of the Depoſitions, 
which at this time ſtood us in ſome ſtead „for 
the Doctor and he had then a ſtreng party, 

(i el 


Sect. 38. 


(#74) 
ea and if not a Quorum, yet a major part 
2 them. Their — of „ — 
ſome one of Serum, Mr. Phelps, were at their 
elbows, who no doubt had it in their thought 
to have made a quick diſpatch with me; but 
my counſel oppoſed their ſentence then, be- 
cauſe we having no copy of the Depoſitions, 
could not poſſibly give in any enſwer or pled 
to the charge. The Evidences were long, and 
could not readily be ſummoned up either by 
my Counſel, or by him which was for the 
Common wealth, This obſtructed them at that 
time, and for the preſent the buſineſs was 


ſuſpended, 


Sect, 39, I heard the next morning, that my next 
appearing ſhould be at Sarum about the 
Ae time ſhortly then to follow; but ſoon 
after I had word brought me, that it ſhould 
be before that time and at Lavingten: I under- 
ſtood likewiſe that Mr. Byfie/d was the cauſe 
of that alteration ; for (having been for ſome 
time abſent, and at bis return into the room 
underſtanding what had paſſed ) che man be- 
gan to be in ſome paſſion, and clapping his hand 
upon the Table, he fiercely tels them to this 
purpoſe, That if that order Good (the order 
made in his abſence) or if Iwere nt +edted, 
he would fit no more amongſt them. Were- 

upon (for as I have ſaid he had then a 


major perty) that former order was reverſed 
before 


| (175) 
before the Ink were dry; and being called 
in, Mr. Bliſſet read a new Order to me to this 


purpole ; 


That my next appearing before them was to be 
at Lavington, July 14. where I was to baue 
my final Judgement ; that I was uot to bring 
in any more witneſſes for my ſelf ; but that 
they fi the Common-wealth might bring in as 
they pleaſed. 


Whereupon for that time I bad my diſcharge, 
bat I looked upon my ſelf as condemned, and 
that chis was only a reprieve from Execution 


for ſo many (that is about 12 ) dayes. 


The 
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The Tranſactions at my 
ſixth time of appearing before 
them, July 14. & 15. at the 
Antelope in Lavington. 


demned perſon, having now no liberty 
left me co ſpeak for my ſelf, nor any 
to be heard in my behalf. But that al 
that were or would be againſt me, had not on- 
ly a liberty, but a kind of invitation likewiſe to 
(peak their pleaſure of me, with approbation : 
therefore might conceive that this ſum- 
wy was only that they might undo me with 
bester reproach ; every ſon of Belial being 
nom incouraged to wound and inſult over me, 
dow that my liands were bound, and my 
nouth ſtopt; yet to Lavington Itepair: Ex- 
«Ping that ſome far ſought and prepared youths 
would have appeared and bave ſworn up to 
t inſtructions, and the Commiſſioners 

mt. When Lo, there appear for the Com- 
nn-weelth only Wiliam Pinchin, Obadiab Cbel- 
| N tenbam, 


Lthough I looked on my ſelf as a con Sect, i: 
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tenbam, Nicholas Spenſer, William Cottle, and on 
Brewer, I think his name be Jebn, that live 
then either in Corſham Pariſn, or at Weaver-Mi 
Of theſe Villiam Pinchin, and Obadiab Chy. 
tenbam, as formerly ſolicite, the buſineſs; au 
unleſs it were in order to that, or his Seq. 
ftratorſhip, or to hear his own commendation, 
I know not what it was which drew Nichalg 
Spenſer thither. But there were only m 
prepared to ſwear. This Brewer and Wilia 
Cottle. But now as tonching Brewers Depoſit 
tion, as I remember, that was never taken by 
the Clerk; but as Brewer ſpake, Mr. Byfieli 
wrote down ſomething in his Note Book bat 
what I know not. A ſtory it was he told 
about an Health or remembrence drank in Gala- 
Eyre his houſe, and that I was then preſent in 
the room, and be likewiſe as a ſervant tu Coloel 
Eyre, but that I drank that health be could ut 
depoie : Whereupon Obadiab Cheltenham (being 
belike diſpleaſed, becauſe he had ſworn ſo 
much ſhort of their expeRation), addreſſes 
himſelf to the Commiſſioners , and tells them, 
that be (that is, Brewer) bad repreſented it other 
wiſe unto them. So that it ſeems, that they 
had the Catechizing of him before he came to 
ſwear; yea and poſſibly this might be done, 
when as they. that is, William Pinchin, Obadidh 
Cheltenham, John Travers, met ſomewhere ati 
kind of a feaſt, where (as I have heard) Che 
diah Cheltenham being a ſmall Clothier, IVilliam 
Pinchin having ſulling Mills, and Brewer be— 
wg 
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ing a fpller; this Brewer had ſome promiſes 
that be ſhould be ſet on work by them. Ano- 
bait ſaitable to the appetite of their fiſh. 
it ſeems that Brewer being at this time 
ander another influence, had forgotten his 
leſſon, and ſpake not as they had caught 
bio, but ſomewhat of the truth, and ſome- 
what which was falſe: for he then and there 
tepotted upon Oath, That at the time aforcmen- 
tipped be 7.45 then in Colonel Eyres beuſe, and bis 
m, of which falſhood he was then con- 
fied by Colonel Eyre himſelf, at that time and 
place preſent, who then offirmed (which the 
dither could nat deoy) | 


Au this Brewer bad never been an) ſervant 

of bis ; that he bad not found him meat 

| and drink, or paid bim wages, which he. 
ſhanld be unwilling to ow to any ſervant. 


Bat ĩt ſeems that the occaſion which drew 
Jn Brewer to Colonel Eyres houſe at this time, 
m) vas this; it bappened chat this Brewer ran 
A dunting after their Honnds that day, and 
ey I © afterwards thruſt bimſelf into the houſe 
to for a meals meat, and tis not unlikely, but 
ie, bet he might be ſo officious as to make him- 
elf a waiter until his turn came to dine, But 
dom che Information which Col nel Eyre gave 
lacking Brewers Depoſitioa, wherein he 
ely inſiſted on the C:mpary there preſent, 
© || ewiſe the «ccafion an h ch that ſc ur ſe 
8 N 2 began, 
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began, as likewiſe the time and place where i 
began, and from what it had its riſe, as likewiſe 
what he would have informed touching our 
being at Nowels bouſe, in order to his own vindi- 
cation and nine, was at this time wholly ſappreſ: 
becauſe contrary to that order which they ha 
formerly made. vis. That no witneſſes for ne 
ſbeuld be admitted. Yea,notwithſtanding onedf 
the Commiſſioners then ſitting, Mr. Michel urged 
that Colonel Eyre ſhould be 3 and his De. 
poſition taken, yet the Mariborough and Som 
men together, with Mr. Byfield, carryed it iu 
the Negative, becauſe contrary to their good u. 
der: and the Colonel being put back, I hal 
not any hopes that any beſide ſhould be { 
much as lookt upon. 


And touching this Gentleman, Colonel Eyr, 
let me here add ſomething ; That as Juſt 
of Peace he had proceeded againſt many of thoſe 
witneſſes which ſwore moſt deſperately againk 
me, as ſelinious and ſcandalbus MalefaGor:;againk 
William Cotile, by ſending him to Bride-wellfor 
ſelling Ale without Licenſe; againft illi 
Sanders by ſending him to Gaol about a fo. 
bery; againſt pilliom Pinchin in binding bim 
to the good behaviour, and granting fort 
ſeveral Warrants againſt him, for beating his 
Father and Mother out of doors. I cannot 
ſay that he acted any thing againſt Noel, un. 
leſs it were in taking away his Licenſe: for 
(although N.wel hath been ſince proſecuted 


tor 
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for the attempt of © rape, in an houſe, and in the 
time, and be upon the out-cry of the party 
(s Ihave beard) makizg away, was yet diſco- 
wad by the ſhove of bis Hurl foot, which be left 
lebinde bim, yet) I cannot ſay, that Colonel 
Ie bound him over for it. All which not- 
mebſtanding,all theſe men by Colonel Eyre thus 
ed againſt for ſeveral infamies, are by 
Mr, Byfteld, the Doctor, and their friends at Marl- 
briugh encouraged to teſtifie againſt him to 
bis reproach, and yet he not permitted to ſay 
any thing in his defence. I ſhall for the pre- 
ſent obſerve thus much unto theſe Commiſſi- 
ae and Dictort, from a Topick drawn, à Te- 
m od Fudices. That ſuch Judges have pro- 
ceeded but with little credit or juſtice, that 
tive countenanced infamous perſons to be their 
witneſſes; and that where ſons of Belial are en- 


ihe chief Prieſis and Elders were, Matth. 26. 19. 
j9, 60, 


couraged to teſtifie, there the Judges are; King. 
olually fuch as the Elders were in Fezreel, or 21.8,5, 


1 Willem Cottle, as I have told thee, was now Sect. 3. 


„ Laviogton likewiſe, but all that he bad to 
n , wis only this, that he wen d be depoſed, T bat 
6 I bad never ſpoken ſuch words to Henry Sheyler 
is de mentioned in his Depeſitien: But the man 
at ud his proffer were both rejected, and tis 
n= "ie enough for this reaſon ; The Commiſſioners 
rf "gh look upon him already as a perjured 


beton, and therefore might they well think 
f N 3 | that 
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that he would not ſtick to forſæear him ſeſ 
again to excuſe it, and as Sanders formerly es- 
deavoured to countenance his perjury with à 
lie; ſo William Cottle minded to countenance 
his, with anotber falſe Oath, But this, as I har 
ſaid, the Commiſſioners did not admit; and ys 
they made uſe of his Teſtimony agiinſt me; 
yea, and ſo did the Judges in the caſe of N. 
both, and the chief Prieſts and Elders, although 
they knew that cheir Teftimonies were falſe, 
and that they themſelves had put thoſe falk 
words into the witneſſes mouths. 


And now when I conſider , how William 
Pinchin , Nicholas Spenſer , and Obadiah Chih 
tenbam, would have engaged William Cottle w 
ſwear again, I cannot but wonder and trem- 
ble, to think how far wicked men for baſe in- 
tereſts will lead, and how far a wicked man for 
the hopes of a ſmall reward will folow. This 
William Cottle (betwixt the time that he ſwore 
at Cain, and this time that he now appears it 
Lavington) was heard to wiſh, that h tongie 
had been cut cut of bis mouth before be had ſwo 
againſt me; yet now (being backt by his Tu- 
fors) he is ready with the ſame tongue to lay 
a heavier burden upon his ſoul. Having ſworn 
falſely before, be now appears to ſwear fall) 
again, that be never ſaid ſo. But mark the fe- 
quel: and here I would have the Reader to 
admire, to wonder, to tremble, but not to judge 


Shortly after this time VPilliom Cottle _—_ 
f N b IK; 
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ſick, his wife (as 1 have heard) hath reported 
nk it, that it begag with a burning in by lips, 


/ Che ing thence to his tongue, inſomuch that 
tb te wes forced to keep water in his mouth to cool 
ance BY , while be was at work; one who was with him 
un 45 4 Plyftion bath cold me, that when he 
oe came to ſee him, be found bis tongue black , and 
me even out of bis mouth. In this ſad condi- 
Nee tion (ſending. forth ſuch groans which were 
5 beard into the ftreet) he continues certain 
1 dyes, and not long after dies. Now (con- 1656. 


fidering that ſentence was paſt upon me, 

Jul. 23. and that VVilliam Cottle was buryed 

Aug. 18. next following, and that he lay fick 

for ſeveral dayes before he died, and was not 

buried till ſome dayes after he was dead) I 

lay, theſe things conſidered, there will re- 

main but a very few dayes for him to rejeyce 

in my overthrow, or to pleaſe himſelf with 

the expectation of his reward. Ic muſt be 

coofeſt, that V/V illiam Pinebin was ſomewhat 

more kind unto him in his ſickneſs, then the 

if Prieſts and Elders were to Judas in his Mit.27 4. 

aß; for (as *cis reported) both be and 

his Mother viſit him often; but now whether 

| 290 it were to incourage him with hopes of 
recovery, or to comfort him with an aſſurance 

of his reward when he was recovered, or 

#tther or no it were to confirm him in what 

de had ſaid and done, fearing that be ſhould 


ett, and tell the truth, I will not judge. 
N 4 Reader, 


3 ect, 5. 
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Reader, think not that I inſult over this c. 
caſs,or in any triumph tell thee of his ſuddenand 
ſad fal, or ſay that he was thus fmitten for thi 
cauſe. Only let me ſay thus much, that as we may 
trangreſs by being too uncharitable in ſuch caſes, 
ſo we may tranſgreſs by being too flupid. And! 
wiſh that all that ſhall read this ſtory, may 
from this Example have a care to themſelves, a 
with reference to their ſeveral. adings and rele 
tions, If ſuborners, that they have a care hoy 
they prepare and practiſe with others. If ne- 
cenary, that they have a care how they are 
pratiiſed with : and if Commiſſieners, that they 
have a care whom they countenance and give ci. 
dit to. Andi wiſh that theſe Commiſſioners may 
be the laſt that credit or countenance ſuch wit- 
neſſes: That Obadiab Cheltenham, William Pin- 
chin, ahn Travers, Nicholas Spenſer, may be the 
laſt that prepare them: that Wiliam Cottle may 
may be the laſt that take ſuch Oaths; and tbat 
I may be the aft that ſuffer by them. And! 
further wiſh that theſe men, V. P. O C. J. I 
N. S. yea and the Commiſfioners and D. dort too, 
may timely and ſadly conſider of it; That if 
Wiliam Cottles ſoul periſh for this cauſe, then 
they cannot but look upon themſelves 3s g 
of his damnation. If God will will require the 
blend of men at their hands, who ſeelng others 
in wicked wayes ſhall negled to recal them ; cer- 
tainly much more will he require it at their 
hands who ſhall put them into wicked waye!) and 
VV inoouragt 
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inurche them them to go on. If he who with- 
pals not from Heil be acceſſery, then much more 
be that thrufſs thitherwerd. ' And here let me 
obſerve- unto thee the portion which divine 


Providence diſpenſet to ſuch practitioners, that 


do, or ſay, or ſwear baſely or falſely for re- 
ward or gain. 

1. They are often diſappointed of, and ne- 
yer receive that which hath been promiſed 
them, as Cottle. , 

2. In caſe they receive it, yet can they take 

nodelight in the keeping of it; it was ſo with 
s, 

3. That ſuch athing which they never 

dream't of befals them, which will never be 

wiped off, Infamie. - 

4. That that doth uſually befall their fa- 
milies , which by theſe ungodly courſes they 
kbour'd to prevent. I have told thee alrea- 
dy, that 7obn Travers promiſed FVilliam Cot- 
tle, that if I were ejected, be would ſee that be 
who ſucceeded me ſhou'd pay him, if not, be was like 
u loſe it: but a third thing hath happened, 
which they never dream't of: and who ſhall 
pay him now? Divine Providence ſo ordering 
it that I ſhou'd be ejedted: that VV illiam Gottle 
ſauld Ie to fee it: that he fhowld die before 
he could receive the reward of his perjury : 
that that hath befal his ſamily which by this 
means he labour'd to prevent: and (if his 
ſoul miſcarry for it) he is gone to ſuch a 
Mater for his wages which neither be, _ 

X the 
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the ſuborners , nor the Commiſſioners, nor their 
Doctors did then ſo much as dream of. I ſiy 
that that hath befallen bis family which by 
this means he laboured to prevent, Poverty, 
He left bebind him many ſmall children, and 
a Fife, who was with the Overſeers to ingage 
fax her houſe-rent ( notwithſtanding ber late 
buband! father were her Landlord ) before I 
was thruſt from the place. I have been told 
fince, that this Wifiam Cottles wicow ( belike 
conceiving herſelf to be her husbands Adi. 
niſtretrix, and that all promiſes made co him 
to be due to her) hath been with ſome of 
the ingegers for the portion promiſed ber husband; 
which it ſeems was five pounds, beſides the 
Clerks and Regiſters place; but that ſhe pa yet 
put off, and adviſed to go to Mr. Stearn for it, 
which hath made the woman to flie high, 
and to reportit, 


That bad it net been for the Oathr which ber 
buband took again me (which he took 
upon the incouragement of V. P. f. J. 
O. C. N. S.) ſbe believes that her buband 

bad been alive to this hour. 


From which it is cleer enough that ſhe be- 
lieves that ber busbanid bad ſworn falſiy; and that 
he was thus taken off becauſe he bad ſworn © 
faiſly; and that he had ſworn folſiy upon their in- 
fligetion. | 


Although 
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Although they bad no other witneſſes againſt gest. 6, 
tne but only Eoitle and Brewer: yet I muſt tell 


thee, that at this time Mr. Long the gntruder of 
Bath, by his Letter gave me an Alarum in the 


m. To the beſt of my memory his Letter 
ws to this purpoſe. 


1. That I bad, without bis leave, preacht at 
the ſuneral of Mris. Jane Roſewel at James 
bi Church in Bath. 


2. Tbet at ber grave 1 nſedtheſe words ; For 
i much as it bath pleaſed Almighty God of 
bis great goodneſs, Cc. 


3. Thet I was not well reported of by the 
ea. 


N Aud here 1 ſhall offer to thy conſidera- Sect. 7, 
tion: 
1. Something touching the contents of the 
Letter: And 
2, Something touching the conditions of the 
um, which he hath expreft by his ſeveral 


Acting. 
As to the firſt branch in his Letter; 


That I bed preached at James Church in Bath, 
er. without bis leave, 


* I anſwer, 


\ 
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I anſwer, That true it is, that I then and 
there Presched, 'ard was thereunto invited 
by Mr. Richard Meſters her ſon; but I told 
him (before I promiſed him to do that laſt 
office for his Mother) that I would not un- 
dertake it, unleſs he would firſt undertake that 
Imight preach there without any obſtruction 
or diſturbance, of which he aſſured me, and 
told me he would make that his buſineſs. 
Upon this promiſe I repaired to Bath ( for 
the former diſcourſe was at my houſe at 
Box, whither Mr. Maſters came on Mende 
before the Funeral) on the Fridzy next-afcer 
her deceaſe, the day appointed for her inter- 
ment; and coming with the Corps to the fore- 
mentioned Church, I finde Mr. Long in the 
Minifters Pew ; who then entertained me with 
this complement, ſaying, I was welceme. Yea 
and ſometime aſter this Solemnity, he comes 
to ſome of my friends, and enquires of my wel- 
fare, with thanks for my pains, defiring to be re- 
commended to me, 4 alſo of my acquaintance. 
Now how ſutable this is to his Letter let the 
Reader judge: nor hegrd I of one word of bis 
_ difiaf} untill the time that I was Articled 2 
gainſt before theſe Commiſſioners, which was a- 
bout 18 months after. Tell me (you Conmiſſ- 
eners ) bow many times had the Sun gone down 
won bis wrath in the mean time? and if they 
will needs have him gad) for all this, I ſhall 
tell them that they ſeem to deal _— 

g 


8 not deny but that ſhe was of a 
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Ling as the Poets have done by their Goddeſſe 
jus whole deity they would aſſert, and yet 


laſting malice, and of a moſt , revengefut 
fte 
Diſtulerati; greves in idonea tempora pang. 


As touching the ſecond branch of his Let- 
ter; 755 


Thet I wſed at the Grave theſe words , Fer- 
'. aſmuth & it bath pleaſed Almighty God of 
bis great goodneſs to take unto bimſelf the ſoul 

of our Siſter, &c. 


I anſwer, That it is Jike enough that I 
might uſe theſe words, or words equivalent. 
I ever took her to be a woman who ever lived 
and dyed in the fear of God, and therefore 
in Chriftian Charity was bound to believe 
that God whom in ber life time ſhe had ſerved, 
would at her death (of his gracious mercy) take 
ber ſoul unto himſelf. But now were I to ſpeak 
at the Grave of Mr. Long, (he continuing to the 
laſt ſuch as he hath been) tis like enoogh I 
may ſay of him only this, That Gol of ba mſt 
wiſe and unſearchable providence hd taken bim out 
of the world. 


And 
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And then as touching the third Branch: 


That I wa not well reported of by th, 
Godly. 


I would fein know who thoſe god) men 
are which he means, and where they live! 
Dath he mean at Bath ? Ihereby aſſure thee, 
that (be my converſation what it will, yet) 
any there deſerving that denomination, giah, 
could hardly ſpeak evil of me, becauſe I ws 
then unknown to them; or does he by godly mean 
william Pinobin, O. C. V. C. J. T. V. S. N. s? 
of their virtues and other godly qualincations 

you have heard ſomewhat already, and more 
you ſhall hear anon: or does he by godly mean 

imſelf? This indeed is ſomething like the 
reft ; for I aſſure thee, that ( excepting 
that time wherein he, together with one Bay 
a Barber, his Brother in law, then living in 
Bath, came to my houſe at Box, to ſearch fit 
the age of their wives in the Regiſter there) I 
remember not that I ever exchanged ſix words 
of diſcourſe with him : and therefore he ( if 
godly according to the true notion of the word) 
could not ſpeak evill of me, becauſe he had 
ſo ſmall acquaintance with me. It muſt not 
be forgotren that Mr. Byfield preſents this 
Letter to them with this recommendation of 
Mr. Loxg; 


T 
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That it wer written, and came from the Godly 
Miniſter of Bath. 


Now to give thee my thoughts, I have a 
conjecture that Mr. Byfield and he did ad by 
anſederacy, Mul mulum, that they toffed good 
words to and fro betwixt them, that they did 
mutyally give and cake, and gratifie one ano- 
ther with ſpecious compellations: Godly me, 
endT will Gadly thee : and that therefore they 
ddgive fuch words that they might receive 
the like. And thus did the Scribes, Phariſees and 
Layers heretofore (they loved to ac accor- 
ding to, and follow the beſt examples) who 
ſeemed to hold their reputation as it were in 
mu, and took a reproch done to one, as. 

8 reproch done to all, Maſter in thus ſaying thay Luke 11. 
terecbeſt ws alſo : but I doubt that as it was 44 5. 
nich tbeſe hererofore in point of bolineſs and . Gre: 
Nigbteauſoeſs, ſo it was with theſe now in point of in h. 
wh That they underſtand and pradiiſe it 

alike. 


But to return to Mr. Long, I have told thee Sect. $. 
that we were to others meer ſtrangers, and al- 
though living near, yet it was In ſeveral Coun- 
li; I never troubled my ſelf about him or 
lis buſineſs ; and he now to appear againſt me 
in his Letters? from whence 8 this? 
from piety, or prudence, or any principle that 


5rational or religious? certainly from neither. 
1 Nor 
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1. Not from Prudence. What? a Mibifter 
if he be ſuch ) againſt a Miniſter, and at ſuch - 
a time as ibis? when we had almoſt all be- 
ſide againſt us, fot we to be at it amongf our 
felves? It may be rationally conjeRured that 
in Noahs Ark the Sheep and the Wolf, the Lion 
and the Goat, the Hawke and the Dove had 

no hatred unto, nor fear of each other; the 
imminent and dreadful danger which they 
were all in, made them for that time to 
lay eſide their antipathy: and then for Mr. 
Long at ſuch a time as this, and in ſuch 
a manner as this, and upon the ſollicita- 
tion of ſuch men as theſe who brought bis 
Letter; to appear againft me! and to in- 
gage againſt) me in the behalf of ſuch who 
would crie Abe, ſo would we have it, at the 

ruin of us all | and Mr. Long let me tell you, 
that I have this conceic with me, that theſe 
very men who importuned you thus to ap- 
pear againft me, would to ſerve their turns, if 
occaſion were offered, be as ready to practiſe 
with me to write againſt you, 


Sect, 9. No Prudence then in Mr. Lorgs actings. No 
nor 

2. Any Piety neither. There were indeed 

heretofore a ſort of people who pretended to 

Godlineſs, and yet amongſt other vile a ſſecti- 

2 Tim. 3. Ons were falſe aceuſert; theſe indeed might 

| 3. have the ſorm, or outſide, or reſemblance of God. 

[i line 
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leſs, but in their converſations they denyed the power 
tnf; and therefore were they the more 
wii, becauſe they intituled Religion to it, 
ud converted their malicious adlingt with ſo 


obſerve it (if he underſtand the Original) that 
the word which we Engliſh falſe accuſers, or 
unis in the margin, Make- bates, is Nafodes, 
the fame word being Engliſhed Slanderers, and 
both theſe, the falſe Accuſer, and the Slanderer, 
alled by the Devils name, becauſe they re- 
enble him in their actings. Now to bring 
downthis ro Mr. Long; 


1. Thelieve he will not deny it, but that 
his Letter was intended by himſelf as an accu- 


ſain againſt me. 


2, And T have already proved it that this 
len, as to bim, muſt needs be falſe, be- 
auſe he knew me not. 


Andthen 3. he appearing by his Letter a- 
ainkme in ſuch a conjundure of time, place, per- 
lan, and aſter ſuch a manner; I cannot conceive 
otherwiſe but that it was with ſome ſpiteſu/ 
meltions deſign againſt me. And therefore Mr. 
Lang nuſt give me leave to tell him, that I 
think J do him no wrong, if I report him for 

WY. a Slanderer, as the word is rendered 
Tim. 3.11, and for 0&0, a fi!ſe Accuſtr, as 
We word is rendered, 2 Tim. 3: 3. 

O 


7 


And 


good a name, Godly. I would have Mr. Leng 


I Tim, 3. 
I, 


Sect. 10. 


2 Cor. 3. f. 
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And if Mr. Long will needs be Gadiy for al 
this, yet I muſt cell him tb at his Godlineſe is of 
a much differing kind from the primitive Gu 
lineſs, and the concomitents thereof, Then wy 
Godlineſs accompanied with rightconſueſs, faith, 
love, patience, meekneſs: So far from «fe. 
ring wrong to {any , that it was deſirous to & 
them all good; ſo far from hatred to am, u 
that it wrought charity towards all; and ſo 
far from - ſeverity, or rigidneſe , as that it 
made men moſt moderate towards offende, 
Hence that of the Apoſile , If am man be wn: 
taken in @ fault, ye which are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch 
a one in the ſpirit of meekneſs. It is obſervedby 
many Interpreters that the word which is eng- 
liſhed Reſtore, properly ſignifies to put in jun 
any bone of the body which is broken, or out of iu 
place. If then the ſpiritual! man (the Minifien 
of the Church) were to ſet in joint members 
that were diſlocated, then certainly in no 
wiſe to break them when they were whole; and 
if to ſet and reſtore them in the ſpiric of nee 
neſſe, then certainly in no wiſe to break them 
in the ſpirit of backbiting and ſlandering. No 
fruits of Godlineſs theſe, Mr. Long. Nay more, 
to come to him neerer, and upon the ſcore of 
writing Letters. The Apeſtle, although he ſayes 
he needs them not, yer ſeems to intimate that 
it was then a cuſtom for Chriſtians, eſpecially 


Miniſtert, to grant to others according 75 * 
ever 


\ 
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lereral occaſions, theft Letters of reconmend a+ 
ta; thereby to procure to thoſe that travailed 
good acceptance, and entertainment with thoſe 
{et to whom they were to go, being 
their own account, utterly unacquainted 
nich them. But now that a man ſhould upon 
10 grounds write againſt a Miniſter , and fo 
write ageinſf bim as one of whom the Godly 
oald not give one good word! Certainly if 
this proceeded from Godlineſs, thenic muſt be 
from ſuch a Godlineſs which the Primitive Chri- 
flies looked on with deteftation; from ſuch a 
as was that of the Chief Prieſts and 
Lans Scriberand Phariſees; not from ſuch a 
as was that of the Apoſtles and Bre- 
um; for ſuch a Godlineſs which hath irs riſe 


N, == 


OO 


A SSK. 


— 
— 


E TW", we oo = 


they hated Paul to the death, and 
for hit life often, yet it ſeems that they 
mote no Letters again bim to thefr Bretbren 
Rome. Malicion although they were, yet 
theiy-malice ſeems to be ſerminaied and limited 
tothe parts near adjacent: but Mr. Long bath 
more active, and his influence more dif- 
for - 


— 
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to ſbot at: but he ſeems to be of the 
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wn; and although I could ſay much of him 12. 
"this particular, I ſhall yet forbear it, be- 
duſe it is in the caſe of ſome cher men; nor 

| O 2 ſhould 


Som Hel, and not from Heaven. The Jews, Act 28.31. 


Im not the only man whom he hath ſin- ect. 1f. 


-Gipdſition of Iſhmael, his hand is againſt every Gon. 16. 
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ſhould Thave ſo much as touched at it unleſs, i 
had been to give thee ſome hint of his Diſpo- 
fitions : And all that I ſhall touch at is to tell 
thee of the paint, travel, earneſineſs, expente 
hazard and other unworthy courſes, which he 
' bath practiſed againſt others as well as my 
ſelf; but he hath not found in Sommerſet men 
according to his expectation ; No Dodlim ot 
Marlborough min there ; the Commiſſioners there 
being Gentlemen diſcreet and moderate, who 
as I have heard, have (ſome of them) given 
him good counſel , yea and turned him off with 
ſeveral rebukes;and thoſe ſuch as, had they lighted 
on an ingenuous, modeſt, or godly ſpirit, would have 
been enough to confine him at home with 

and ſilence. Let others whom it concerns re- 
port his carriage and actings then; what n- 
vocations he uſed to induce ſome to ſwear, whit 
pains be took to ſummon in witneſſes, what put 
offices he undertooke in bis own perſon, what 
perſons he uſes in the buſineſs, and what nant! 
he hath for them to advance the deſign; 1 
ſay of theſe, and ſuch other like theſe, let 
others ſpeak whom it concerns; only let me 
mind thee of one thing which hath been much 
talked of in+Bath and laughed at, it is this: 
Mr. Long kaving produced many witneſſes 
( which it ſeems in their Depoſitions did not 
ſwear up to his deſires) doth + further d ſir 
that others then abſent might be ſummoned iu end 
bard, giving theſe abſent men this Character, 
that they were ( beſide many other good n 
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ech men, and yet for bis Proto-Sgint, he 
wines a man whom he doth no more take 
for: god then he doth me, or I bim. And 
here let me (for the cloſe) obſerve one thing 
to Mr. Long, (for his God. fatber Mr. By field 
who (gave bim that name podly, is ſince dead) 
7 wh is this, That the chief Prieſts and E/- 
ts, Scribes and Phariſees had ſuch a gift, that 
they could change their countenance too, and 
— of the ſame perſons, according- 
e chey were ſerviceable unto, or obſtrufiive 
their privaye, malicious, and hypocritical deſign. 
people were much applauded , incruraged, 
nanced, perſwaded and moved by the chief 
Malt, when ic was to bring our Bleſſed Sa- 
u to death: but when they went a thwart 
mevtetign, the beſt words which they had 


| le Lap, are cur ſed. 


e 


et N mine, who (having now as many Wit- 
ie nefles and Papers as they thouꝑbt would ſerve 
b ber turns, as likewiſe a ſupply of ſuch other 
> Commiſſioners which would do the buſineſs) im- 
Mr. Forathan Hill to ſom up the Evi- 


=es-aptinſt me; which he doth, but very 
b Rbetorique conſiſting eſpecially in 


1 


Tber be labour'd to aggravate my Crimes from 


the Crimes themſelves , from Circumſtances, 
O 3 and 


them then, are, This people who knoweth not Joh.7.49,) 


Bur leave we Mr. Long, and return to the 5, fl. 1: 
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and from the quality of ſome perſons who q- 
peared as witneſſes againſt me; and leſſe- 
ing their contradifions, perjuries, and ſubs 
ornations, by an argument drawn from « 
conſideration bad to the Common-wealth u 
preſent Grvernment,whoſe witneſſes they wer, 
and for whom they acted. 


I cannot forget one thing which heinſiſted 
on in the firſt bead, and that was touching 
the perſon of Nicholas Spenſer, intimating 
that much credit ought to be given to his 
teſtimony, becauſe he was @ grave, old Gentle- 
man. Touching his gentility and gravity I ſhall 
ſay nothing; only let me acquaint thee with 
this one thing concerning him: That this Ni- 
abolas Spenſer profeſſeth a skill in the recovery 
of ſuch who are diſtracted ; and withal!, that 
he doth ſometime practiſe upon Pigs, being 
alike diſtempered; now I know not what 
courſes he takes for the recovery of men; but 
I have been told that for Hogs he hath this 
Receit ; That he cuts an Apple, or a piece of 
Cheeſe, and writes upon it Sare, Nare, Fare, 
and then by inverſion Fare, Nare, Sare, and ſo 
gives it the Hog; for which (as I have been 
told) he bath received money, or ſomething 
æquivalent. Now this muſt be either a Charm 
or a Cheat, both which are puniſhable by our 
Municipal Laws: There is Mr. Jonathan Hill's 
grave old Gentleman. I will not be peremptory 


neither that Mr, Hill ſaid much upon the {c- 
r ; con 
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che esd, nor indeed was it fo much as was 
id wid done many a time before by Mr. By- 
{ ind his Conmiſfiners ; who countenanced 
ul incouraged thany undue; un juſt, yea very 
le ind wicked practiſes, pretending that ic 
is for th: Cimmon-weakh or preſent Govern- 
um; in the mean time they diſcouncenanced, 
 fappreft many juſt overtures and proceed- 


ied WM ings of ours, pretending that it was againſt 
e | 
05 Nom I would fain know of theſe men what Scct. 13. 


ie mean by, er what this fame Common- 
, whole intereſt muſt be promo- 
ed by ſuch unworthy courſes ?. Did they 
mean that preſent Government is ic ſtood then 
eftal e This cannot be, bertife I have 
them with, and proved them! guilty 
the-breach of that Ordinance ſet forth by 
b power, and according to which they 
Mreto'a&t ; and it may ſeem ſttange that a 
man ſhould ſay, that he ads for ſbe Common- 
math, and yet at the ſame time vio/are thoſe 
| ao which the ſame Common-wealth bath made. 


DE chat I do them no wrong, if I ſhould 
at by Commonwealth they meant ſome 
ite intereſt or aim of their own, which 
. 1 under that Vizory Common wealth, 
they may drive on the deſign with eſs 
aſpicion, Bat I will for once ſuppoſe, that 


they meant as they ſaid, and that their ur- 
>" 04 moſt 
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moſt aim was the promotion of the good of 
the Common. e allb, taking Common-wealth in 
the beſt ſenſe: but then I ſhall add ſome fey 
things to be conſidered of. As 

1. That a good end is not to be promo: 
ted by evil means; we may not do evil, tha 
goo! may ceme of it, in any caſe. I ſhall: 
add; 

2. As not inany caſe, ſo much leſs are we 
to do evil for the promotion of the Intereſt 
of the Common. wealth: of any temporal Or- 
dination, Dominions and Kingdoms are ( as of 
Gods eſpecial inſtitution, ſs) under his eſpe. 
cial care: Itbe porpers that are, are ordained 
God; and as we are therefore to be ſubjed 
to them, - becauſe they are of his inſtitution: 
( Cz; rh mare our, ſaith Tertullian, becauſe our 
Go ſo e ſo we may aſſure our ſelves, 
that their intereſts are to be promoted only 
by ſuch wayes and means Which the King of 
Kings approves of; which we are aſſured are 
none but ſuch as are lam ſul and juſt. So that 
to fancy, that' that which is ſo eſpecially from 
God, muſt be ſupported ar advanced by ſuch 
wayes and courſes which God hath expreſſed | 
himſelf that be doth abhor,,.is upon the mat- 
rer, to ſay, that our great God wants the De- 
vit help to ſuppart his own inſtitution: or 
that bis Government could not be eſtabliſhed 
unleſs the Prince of darkneſs did afford ſome 
ce ntribution towards it. Mr. Z) feld — an 
0 y SDA evrew 


* 
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Hdrew name, and therefore poſſibly he might 

aoderfland the meaning of thoſe words, Perez 2 Sam. c. 

arch; and thence he might learn that God 8. 

tikes it much amiſs from them, becauſe they 

patforth their hands prefionptuouſly and incon- 

frat uphold the Ark, although ſhaken : 

nnch more would he have taken it amiſs, if 

they had in contempt of his expreſs command 

pat. forth wicked hands to uphold it. I re- 

member , that when Captain Byſbep endea- 

' dyoured- to extenuate, if not to juſtifie 
Faloners per jury, in the caſe of the Lord 

Nn, by recounting the ſervices which 

Jaun had done for the Common-wealth, and 

aiding that Falconer was one by whom the Com- 

mn; weaſth ſate ſafe, at that hour; The learned 

mil replyed on him thus; It # God that 

i ſafe by, and not by bim. Perjuries are 

dee proper means either to advance or 

frengthen a F eallb. I ſhall ſay no more 

in ſocſear a caſe, but only in the words of Fob, 13.7. 

Wit peak wickedly for God ? and talk deceit- 

foly-for bim. And now ſhall add 

That whoſoever ſhall go about, either 

un pretence, or otherwiſe, to advance the In- 

tereſt of a Common wealth by unlawful or wick- 

ed.conrſes, is the greateſt enemy unto it. 

The. Throne is eſtabliſhed by righteouſneſs, t here- Prov. 16. 

fore. d:ftroyed and over- thrown by injuſtice. And 13. 

the former part of the verſe, It is Abeminati- 


|, &c. ſeems to intimate that not only Piety, 
pa” but 
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but even Prudence, ſhould engage ſuch why 
medled in Common-wealthr, to the obſervance 
. of Equity and Juſtice; becauſe wickedneſi i; 
ſo deſtructive to them, Be it then either 
the Sigreme that commands unjuſt things, o 
inferior Gormmiſſioners that put unjuſt com> 
mands into execution, yet of them all, it 
may be eaſily proved, that there are none that 
are ſuch Malignantr to their Government, « 
are they themſelves, Excepting himſelf and 
his vertuous Jexabel, I know not of any 
that did contribute more to the ruine of 4b 
and his houſe, then did choſe obſequiow El. 
- ders and Nobles of Jezreel, and their ſons of Be- 
hal. Tis like enough, that the State Pol 
tigue may deride both the Prieft and his d. 
Erine; and it is like enough that Aheb (be. 
fore he fell at Ramoth Gilead) would ha ve de- 
rided, or done worſe to any man who ſhonſd 
have faid as much to him, But I would have 
the State Politiques to tell me, what opinion 
they think that Ahab hath of it now? who 
were the greateſt enemies- to him and his 
houſe? who were they that brought his fe- 
mily to a ſudden ruine, and a fearful one ? could 
we hear him from the dead, he muſt needs 
anſwer, that be himſelf and hi friends undid 
bim, and that nothing did ſo much ſtrengthen 
bis Enemies againſt him, as his own and his Fa- 
vorites injuſtice. 


Yea 
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Ya, and poſſibly ( you Merlborough men) Seet. 14. 
ſome one whom you lately knew, your poi See "my 
t had got been ſo ſuddenly taken away, wit{bire 

and his Poſterity, your Plant of Renown, laid Addreſs of 
ide ſo ſoon, ſo as ſcarcely to be ſpoken of, 92%. 20. 
but in pity or contempt, unleſs ſuch Officiow rm! a 
Commifroners as your ſelves, had executed his Mr. Þyfitd 
Ordinances with far greater injuſtice then ever and bis 
be made them. You might and did ſay, That friends at 
it was for the Commen-wealth , for the preſent — 
Government , and poſſibly you had thoughts ns Br. 
thereby to have eſtabliſhed , and perpetua- ger, To. 
ted that Eſtabliſhment both for bim, bs, Bayly, 
1nd your ſelves, And now lo, as to them their 1, liſſer, 
hen i in the duſt, and as for your ſelves, N 
you live the ſcorn of others as well as thoſe — 8 
whom you have injured : yea, and poſſibly in ft, Thomas 
a very ſhort time you may be ina worſe con- Hunt? 


Gtion then thoſe whom you have thruſt out 9 


of doors. — 
0 Me. 5 * 1 to be com- 
merted co Mr, Spinage, Mr. Barcroft, and ocber godly Miniſters 

to Mr. bite, and Mr, Earwell of the Laygrgtons, X . 


if Bat to return to the Tranſactions at La» Sect. 15. 
dungen at this time: After that Mr. Hil for 
the Common-weelth, had ſumm'd up the Evi- 
dence * me, and my Counſel on my be- 
half had pleaded to the charge, we were ali 
commanded to withdraw, that the Commiſſre- 


ters might debate the buſineſs among them- 
ſelves. 


ever hear Depoſition of any witneſs whith 
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ſelves. There were at this time many of them 
and indeed a greater number then I had ſeen at 
any time before, vis Mr.Thiſtlethweit Mr. Mi. 
cbel, Mr. Sbute, Mr. Middlecot, Mr. Ludloe of Cle 
ringdon,Mr.Hely of Sarum, and the three Marl. 
borough men whom Mr. Byfield had call'd upon 
that morning at Marlborough , and brought 
them along with him. Now thoſe that know 
that Countrey, can tell that Marlborcugh lieth 
not neer the direct way from Co/lingborn to 
Levington, and yet Mr. Byfield taketh it in his 
way thither; to give us to know, That ma- 
licious men will not ſpare for any pains; nor 
are they ever out of the way, ſo they may 
compaſs their miſchievous ends. I was told 
likewiſe, that Mr. Zyfie/d on the way from Mart 
borough to Lavington was like to bave had ſome 
miſchance, he falling from his Horſe, or bis 
Horſe falling with him; I believe, that if ary 
ſuch miſhap had befaln me, he would have 
made it matter of charge: That either the 
Horſe or his Rider had drank to exceſj. Theſe 
Marlborough men, I ſay, he brought along with 
him; and, I Youbt not but that he had ſent 
to ſome in, and neer Sarum to meet bim 
there: for ſuch now appeared which never 
ſate in my buſineſs before, nor did they 


n 2. ens ͤ tho a di. 


was taken by the Clerk, and yet they voted 

againſt me: of which more hereafter. And in- 

deed the meeting of moſt of the Commiſſioners 

at this time in this place was deſign in 2 
e 


- A 
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flor he at reverſed that ordet 
ich they had made for my. appearance at 
bo a he doubted (as he was heard 
10 y) That I ſbeuld make ſuch friends there as 
ne f which to prevent, he both ftraicens 
ne in io time, changeth the place, and pro- 
vides himſelf of ſuch Executioners, that (right 
or wrong) ſhould cut my Throat in pri- 


date. 


And now when the buſineſs came to be Sect. 16. 


debated; had you ſeen how Mr. Byfield be- 
fir'd himſelf, what weight he laid upon every 
Depoſition againſt me; what Rhetorique he 
uſed-co improve them; what Salvo, and 
— finds for the perjuriet, ſubornationt, 
ualiions, and other vile practiſes of thoſe 
witneſſes which appeared againſt me; what 
applications and per ſwaſions he makes to ſome 
whom be looked not for there; I ſay, had 
you ſeenor heard this, you might have been 
apt to think, that Mr. Byff./1 bad taken 
more pains in framing this Declamation, then - 
in compoſing many a Sermon. And yet as 
and eager as he was, he could not 
forbear (no not for that time) his beloved 
Tobacco; that muſt be remembred, although 
be makes many a Parentheſis in the taking off 
bis Pipe. I have yet by me the copy ofa ſpeech, 
which goes by the name of a Speech of 


dr walter Raleighs, ſpoken by him upon the 
Scaffold 
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Scaffold a little before bis death; Wherein 
(amongſt other paſſages) he expreſſeth hin- 
ſelf thus. There is one thing abeve all that dh 
moi? aſfliò me, andthat is a moſt falſe and (car. 
dalous report that hath mach blemiſbed my rev 
tation and banor; How that when that Noble and 
worthy Earl of Eſſex left this world, that I ſtud 
in « window drinking Tobacco, laughing and 
making merry at bis dewnfal. Although I com- 
| pare not my ſelf to the Earl of Eſſex, nor 
Mr. Byfield to Sir Valter Raleigb, yet let me 
obſerve thus much upon his words: That if 
it had been diſtonorable and feandalows for him 
thus to do, being but a ſpefator; then it 
would have been much more diſbonerable and 
ſcendalow for him thus to have done if he had 
been a Commiſſioner , or an Informer agſinſ 
him. Tis true indeed, my life was not then 
in queſtion, but yet my._/ivelhbood > my r:pu- 
tation, the exerciſe of my profeſſion (which a man 
ought to prefer before his life) were; and then 
for Mr.'Byfeld (as tis ſaid then a Miniſter) to 
be eructing out of his miſchief in ſmoak againſt 
a Miniſter in ſuch a conjuncture of time, was a 
carriage ſo misbeſeeming, and ſuch a ſcandal, 
as that I believe, none that they ever turned 
out were proved puilcy of. 


One thing more muſt I acquaint thee with, 
which happened while we were at Lavinglon; 
upon my coming to Tewn, and bringing 


Colonel Eyre, and ſome others along with 
. me 
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of uality as witneſſes, (which as 
It 110 „ wert all curned back by 
yetue of Mr. Byfields order,) I was told 


that ane neer related to the perſons and pra- 


Riſes of theſe Commiſſioners, ſhould ſay to this 
purpoſe, ſeeing us come in, That Mr. Buſh- 
dell bad brought ſuch and ſuch along with him, 
bt that, it was to no purpoſe : for he could not 
fg Box, becauſe that place was. appointed 
uber man. And now to fee how mur- 
& gill out, we have now the reaſon why 
they-countenanced ſo many inſamou perjur'd 
anner againſt me, and that was this, be- 
aſe I had a conſiderable Living to loſe z 
ey had appointed it for another man; 


that they 
and (as I ſhall tell thee by and by) made 


their advantages by turning me out, and. 


tach tells us of one Quintus Aureligs, who 
in Haar time was proſcribed and deomed to 
death, only for this, that he had a fair 
laue at 4b. And let me add 8 little far- 
ther; That to chruſt out the Incumbent, right 
er wrong, was not the only piece of injuſtice 


bringing another in. I remember that M- 


thele Commiſſioners and their then correſponding Hugb Pe- 
friends at London have practiſed; for beſide lil vy 


the Ejectment of the Clerk, they had an. 
Art to defeat the Patron of his preſentation. 
And without doubt this hath made many a 
man ſcandalow, That theſe Commiſſioners had 


areſolution ro diſpoſe of, or to be gainers 
by 


&c, 
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by the diſpoſal of their Livings. Let Patron 


- ſpeak for themſelves: as to mine one parti. 
cular I ſhall ſay only this: 


1. That by their own Confeſrion, my place was 
appointed for another man. Which 


2, I believe was the man who hath ſince ny 
tjedtment beld it, Mr. Sterne; who lived for. 
merly in a Living Sequeſired of Mr. Wakes 
at Chilmark, and it may be was there as a 
kind of & Eurate to Mr. Sanger, Dr. Chambers 
brother in law. But at this time was defti- 
tute, and therefore right or wrong, a place 
muſt be provided for him elſewhere. But 
yet 


3. Theſe men, as godly as they are, love 


dearly to be fingering money. Mr. Stern hath 
confefſes ſaid, that Mr. Blifſet had twenty pound of bim, 
theſame (I believe half the money would have made 
to me and Mr, Bliſſet my friend) which in all probabili- 
mother, ty he had an eye to of a long time, and 


Mr. Stem 


— * therefore his utmoſt power muſt be im- 


the Sare- proved for the thruſting me out; other- 

cens bead wile he had loſt his expected gratuity 

in Fridoy- which he was to receive for bringing the 

3 other in. Twenty pound ſterling; that was a f cd 
Cireumſtance indeed Mr. Bliſſet. 


But 
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But to put an end to the Tranſafficn? of Sect. 18. 
this.day: after a very long debate: ( for 
Mr; Byfield and his Commiſſioners met with more 
obſtryRion in the buſineſs then they dream'c 
of) I was diſcharged from Lavingtin, having 
no more ſaid to me then but only this; That 
I pg ts appear before them again at Sarum, at 
the Aſize time then ſhortly to follow ; and there 
ls undergo their Examination touching my ſuffi- 


ing). 


P The 


15 
e 


The Tranſactions at my 


ſeventh time of appearing before 
them, at the Three Swans in 


Sarum, July 23. 


| 
| 


them, and waiting ſo long before I 

could be heard , I had in the mean 
une the leaſure and the opportunity to ſec and 
obſerve other Minifers who were there beſides 
y ſelf: and I made my ſelf curious to enquire 
rb» and what they were, and what the buſineſs 
night be which drew chem thither. And was 
anlwered that ſome of them were related to 
ſome of the Commiſſioners, as brothers kinſmen ſons 
n Lew; and that their buſineſs thicher might be 
either to tender their humble reſpects to them 
(Mr.Byfield and the Doctor eſpeciaby looked to be 
bonoured) or elſe in order to ſome apgmer- 
ion, or change, That others there preſent 
vis told wanted livings, and that they rep3i- 
red thither (as Vulture follow Armies) ex- 


pecking ſhortly ſome execution,that they mighe 
P 2 be 


— 


A having been ſo many times before ect. 1. 
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be in a readineſs to ſeize, and feed upon the 
prey. Both theſeI looked upon as Voluntery, 

and that it was matter of advantage that 
brought them thither; but now there were 
others there who appeared as Preſt-men, and 
were forced in upon ſummons, among whom 

I reckoned my ſelf; and therefore I made my 

ſelf the more inquiſitive touching them, con. 
ceiving their condition to be as mine. Touch- 

ing ſome of which, I was told, that there were 
beavy Articles in charge againſt them, and 
many prooſs of thoſe Articles, but that the 
carriage of ſeme body was ſo humble, and a 
Speech which ſome body made ſo winning, that he 

was diſcharged untill further order : but fince 

I have heard that ſome body hath furniſhed one 

of the Marlborough Commiſſioners with a 
Herſe, yea and that | ſome body hath pre- 
ſented him with a parcel of Hay ſince that, ſo 
that it may be that the Horſe or the Ho; 
made the Speechs and not the Maſter. Ibeſe 

| are but Circumſtances Mr. Bliſet. Againit ſome 
others I was told, that there were Articler 
too, but yet that they would come off, be- 
. cauſe there was money advanced yearly, for the 
relief of Mariborcugh, Againſt others I was 
told, that there were Articles too, but yet 
there was but little danger in the buſineſs, be- 
cauſe the perſons ſo charged had been with 
Mr. Bifield and bowed before him, or were ot 
the Aſſeciation, or of ſome Claſſes, Now I heat- 
ing this, could not but conclude my fc 1 
man 
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un whom they bad reſolved for ruine, be- 
ute L had practiced none of chete wayes ; for 
notwithſtanding one neer related unto me 
ms told, that to ſtand out in my juſtification was 
rot the way to get off, as alſo of another way 
which if I practiſed , might procure my dil. 
charge, or to ſome ſuch purpoſe; yet I was 
refolved that neither Horſe, Money nor Hay, 
fhould go for me. I being otherwiſe taught, 
We muſt "not do evil that prod may come of it. If I 
tad deſerved e jectment, they ought not to 
luye diſcharged me for a reward; if I had not 
teerved it, they ought to have diſcharged me 
without it. | 


'-$wastold likewiſe that there were heavy S:ct. 2. 


exceptions taken againſt me that I came not 
i them, Mr: Chambers, Mr. Byfieid, &c. 
md'that I did not make one at their meetings. 
A did not Aſſociate, but rather chat I not 
aalyneglected but deſpiſed them, or to ſome 
kdfparpoſe. And doubtleſſe (with the Doctor 
tdMr. Byfield) this was enough to mike a 
um Foendaluus in the higheſt degree. Give 
ne ſenve therefore to tell thee the reaſons 
yl did not thruſt in my ſelſ, and m ke one at 
their metings: for although there were no 
ky which either injoyn'd or forbad them ; 
and therefore ſuch meetings of themſelves 
(dring not ſimply evill) might be matter of 
afferency; yer unto me there ſeemed not an 


ndfferency ad utrumlibet: but that ( all chings 
P 3 which 
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which I propoſed unto my ſelf rightly conf 
dered ) Iconceived it better for me to forbexr 
and to ſtay at home. For 

1. I ſaw no great good which had come 
of them, or which in likelihood might cone 
of them. And 

2. Becauſe they had no Commiſſion ſo to do 
and that the times were toucbie, bazardow, ſui. 
ciow, I doubted what interpretation the C 
power might have put upon ſuch meetings, And 

3. Becauſe the perſons who were the let 
ding men among them were as frerce and ii. 
gid in their way, as are any (I believe) on 
this ſide or beyond Twede; neither did I knon 
what matters they would propoſe; or hon 
far the mamgerie of them might be extended, 
It was ſince our memories that one loſt h 
bead. and others were in pitiful Caſe, for meet - 


ing & acting ſome things againſt the then pre 


ſent Government. And whether or no the work 
ing heads of the times might not have liraied 
theſe meetings to ſome ſuch conſtruction, 
know not. However the pretences might be 
ſpecious and fair, yet the deſign of ſome migit 
bebad enough; and although ſome might ap- 
pear there in their ſimplicity, yet others might 
have had ſome further &ffering , perchance 
gortrary aime. And this we mult have been ſure 
of, that the project of but one or two, if diſte- 
liſhed, would have been accounted the cr1me 
of us all. In ſhort, I had heard ſo much of 


the diſpoſitions of ſome of them, that wn 
| RE: cou 
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conld'not hold, but that they muſt needs be 
mailing in matters which they had nothing to 
n withal; all concernments both of Church 
and State muſt come through their fingers, 
| direfie, they were wholly for Ser- 
mes, and Directories, yet indirectè for Acts, Or- 
dinances, Orders, Proclamations, in which I will 
not ſay they were better verſed ; but ſure I 
am, of theſe ſome of them made more uſe 
then they did of their Bibles. I ſhould not have 
"ſpoken of ic, unleſs a friend of their own 
Ma Marob. Needham had obſerved it, That the 


would ha ve it) is no good friend or ſervant to 
dean; Nay, be affirms further, that the ſet- 


lin 

by, a Power Eocle ſiaſtical diſtinct from that of 
abe civi /: for (faith he) It is a Maxim among all 
\Irechyters,and we find it (leaded for at large in the 
"Canfeſpon of Faitb, ſet forth by the Aſſembly of Di- 
un, T bat there ought to be a Juriſdiction in the 
- Gurch, thet is in therr way of Diſcipline, diſtinct 
en the Civil. Which Tenent of diſtnction 
« (be adds) muſt needs be the ſame in ect with 
that of the Church of Romes Supremacy ; ſeeing 
thoſe be plead now or 4 power wii hunt the Civil, 
vil not be long ere they arrive to ſuch an height 
7 preſumption „A to act avove it, or again it. in 
fur ſuanoe of their ou n deſigns: it will be impoſſible 
u keep ſuch @ Church in Diſcipline within its lie 
mits in any Commun-weoalth , which mazes ite 
axe perſons Civil Eubjects and Eccl ſiaſtical Su- 
P 4 periors. 
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Prehterien Government (if ſuch as the Kirkmen Caſe Cem- 


wealth, 
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periors, Of the like ſtrain may the Reade 


f 00 
meet with much more in the ſame Aube, Ml 
againſt whom I believe they will take no e- 
I 
i 
0 
t 


ceptions, being one that hath deſerved ſo 
well from them, as tbat be ingaged in their 
quarrel ſo far as to caſt down their great accuſe 
Mr. John Goodwin. 


Sect, 3. And it may be upon t his very conceit might 
the Doctor and Mr. Byfield intrude ſo much, 
and act ſo fiercely as they did in matters of 
that Coegniſance, which they had nothing to 
do withall; for as I have ſaid elſewhere, by 
their Ordinance, the Miniſters had nothing to 
do but only to be ajjiftants to the Commiſ- 
oners in matter of Examination touchirg ſufficiency; 
yea, and as I have heard a Laxyer told Mr. By. 
eld, that by an Act of Parlioment, made about 
the beginning of the long Parliament, Clergy 
men were wholly excluded from having any hand 
in ſecular imployments. All which notwith- 
ſtanding none take ſo much upon them in 
matter of ſcandal, as theſe two; it were no 
Een groundleſs or irrational conjecture to lay, 
eipit athe that thus they might do upon confidence of 
74 UTE. the Pres yterial peer, in whoſe Chair they 

might farcy themſelves to be, and that they 

were they that ought co have Dominion ; yea 

and notu ichſtanding they tell us that they 

hate Popery to the death; yet they may be 

pleaſed with, ard practiſe according to the 

Jeſuites, Oc. In o dine ad ſpiritualia, er 

coul 
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they extend according to their deſires 
they-would leave but little for the Secular 
Power to ta ke cogniſance of: Mr. field and the 
Deu, they ſitting at the ttern, and direct- 
ing the courſe, and the FHackzey Marlborougb 
nen eupgingat the Oar , and wafting chem 
to their aims, 7hoſe for their repute, honor, 
(w1y, theſe for their advantage and gain: one 
ſort Joving to be obeyed and reverenced, and 
me other fort loving to be fed. Theſe dan- 
' WH gerous conſequences I preſume the preſent 
Civil-Power will have ſo much providence as 
to foreſee, and will have ſo much prudence 
udo prevent. 
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But to return to Sarum, being in Town, 528, 4. 
Jah, 22. the day before the Examination, I 
went to vifit Mr. Eyre with whom I had for- 
merly ſome acquaintance, his houſe being neer 
to'the houſe where I lodged : with whom 
Idee not been long, but looking through a 
window into a Court which leadeth into his 
booſe, I fee William Pinchin and Obadiah Chel- 
laben making thitherward, whom Mr. Eyre 
meets at the door, and aicer ſome ſhort ſtay 
with'them he returns into the room again with 
a letter in his hand, which I copjecture he 
received from . P. and O C. and chat it con- 
cerned my ſelf; and this Letter poſſibly 
Mr. Eyre might have ſhewn me, had not M. By- 


fieldthe Doctor, and a third man whom after + 


1 underſtood to be Mr. Strick/and, (ſomewhat * 
y ou 
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you ſee wil bring Mr.Stricklend under Mer. Eyre 
roof) came ſhortly after unto his houſe: 
whether it were deſign in them, or accidend 
to come ſo ſoon as the others were gone, 
I cannot ſay; which three, when I ſaw ms 
king towards the room ; I withdrew into 
another, from which after ſome ſhprt ſtay] 
returned back again to Mr. Eyre, who then 
told me (theſe three being gone) that Mr. By. 
field had told him; That the major part of the 
Commiſſioners were ſatisſied touching the matter if 
ſcandall proved againſt me : as I remember | 
ſaid no more co him but this. And what 
make I here then? But theſe words of his 
brought ſomewhat to my mind, which Ihad 
A. B. read of Biſhop Ridly, who although he were 
Cranmer, ſent to Oxford to Diſpute, yet his death was 
B. Laimer. reſolved on by Gardiner and Bonner, be- 
fore he went from Lsndon, or had ever framed 
Argument. And now Mr. Byfie/d hath given 
me a Perſpective wherewithal a man might 
look into his gd) Boſom; for it is now ma- 
nifeſt, that this Examination was intended to 
no other end, but that by it I ſhould the more 
condemn my felt; for what ever I had ſaid, 
it would not have procured my diſcharge, 
becauſe I was condemned before; and if Thad ſaid 
any thing to diſreliſh ſo /eerned, ſo prudent, 
ſo piow, ſoJuſt a Quorum, as wege the Dod, 
Mr. Ey field, Mr. Huphes, and the Marlborough 
men, ir ſhould have heen improved co have 
made more agiinſt me: New :ntererat occid-n- 
tum 


| ( 219:) 
inn quid dicerent,was the old rule of law, and 
ſince we have been told, that there is no re- 


to be made after that ſentence is paſt. Bradſhaw 


"vr, Byfields friends muſt give me leave to tell te che late 


them, that I have heretofore read of ſuch 
as himſelf, and in this particular; and who 
ſhould they be (Mr. Byfield loved to make uſe 
of.care men for his preſidents) but the San- 
bedrim 2 (Reader, think not that 
I iptend the reſemblance to bold, ſave only in 
tis, That Mr. Byffeld and bi friends were 
ſomewhat like the chief Prieſts and Elders ) 
Who 

1. Sought for and encouraged falſe wit- 
allet, againſt that bleſſed perſon whom they 
fondied how to deſtroy ; which witneſſes fal- 
ling ſhort of their expectation, they 
2. Themſelves proceed to Examine him, Ut 

ex ipſins ore aliquid elicerent quod ipſum oneret, 


ing. 


that they might intice ſomething out of his Gro. is 


own mouth to charge him withall. 


Mat. 26. 
62. 


But come we to the Examination, which Sect, 5. 


was the next day following, at the three Swans, 
where 1 appeared about two or three a 
clock in the afternoon, where I found Mr.Cham- 
bers, Mr. B) field, Mr. Hughes, and the three men 
if Marlborough, beſide many other Commiſſioners 
and , ſome Miniſtert. There were then with 
me Colonel Eyre, my Counſel Mr. Carter, and ano- 
ther a * who were deſirous to have 


beard che Examination; but could not he 
admitted 


( 


admitted by any means, becauſe there was an 
Order made, 


That none ſhould be in bearing but the Commiſ. 
froners, and their ſubordinates. 


I have a conjecture, that Mr. Byfield (if not 
the ſole Author, yet) was a main promoter 
of it, becauſe he was ſo zealous, that it ſhould 
be obſerv'd, and alſo gave ſome reaſons why 
it was made: for when ſome of the Conmiſi- 
oners , (I having expreſſed my ſelf, that it 
ſhould have been indifferent ro me if the doors 
were thrown open, and that all that would 
might comein) urged that others might be 
admitted, Mr. field inſiſts upon the Order, 
adding ſomething by way of a ſeeming re- 
proof for their inconſtancy, Nay if you wil 
not ſtand to your Ord:r Gentlemen; and then gives 
the reaſons which moved them to make and 
to keep it, and that was, 


That F all were admiited, then would the whole 
Countrey know what Queſtions they propoſed. 


And what if they had heard or known them ? 


were your Oveſtions ſuch that you were 
«ſhamed that they ſhould be known? or was 


it for fear the Countrey ſhould (hearing your 


Queſtions and my Anſwers) think becter of 
me then you were willing? and have been 


apt to diſcharge me whom you were reſolved 
to 
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to mine? But it may be Mr. Byfie/dr reaſon 
that «l ſhould be excluded, was not that the 
Countrey might not know what Queſtions 
they propoſed, but that rhe Countrey might 
not take notice that Mr. Byfie/d propoſed no 
Weftion at all; for I remember not that by 
my of queſtion he ſaid ſo much as a, word to 
me. That tongue of his, which at former times 
tan upon ſpeed, ſo that nothing could ſtop 
it, ſeems now to be cripled, and to be down- 
right lame. So that, were he living, we have now 
got a receit to cramp Mr. Byfields tongue, and 
1s that to diſcourſe of matters of Religion. 


This buſineſs of Examination held for a Fect, 6. 


longtime, nor will I give thee any account of 
«it, becauſe I hear not that they ſay, that they 
heel me for inſufficiency, Let them report of 
it what they pleaſe, yet will there lie this diſ- 
advantage againſt them, Thet there is not much 
likelibodt that they ſhould report the truth, which 
ul ſuck 4 courſe that the truth ſhould not be known... 
but for the Readers ſatisfaction in this parti - 
cular, I hereby let them know that I ſhall not 
refuſe any of them in any of the Publique Schoo!s 
of either of the Univerſities ; where Iam ſure 
there will be no orders made to ſhut the Au- 
litors out of doors - nor ſhill Mr Chzmberg cry 
out againſt me for this as he doth againſt Mr. 
Del. Kati pro fiduciz, as is the min, ſuch is his 
confidence:for I aſſure hin, that he cannot have 
a meaher opinion of me and my parts, chen I 

i nave 
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have of my ſelf; but yer mean although they 
are, yet perchance not ſo contemptible in reſpe& 
of theirs. I remember, Hcmer, although he 
account Menelaw to be too weak to encounter 
the warlike HeGor, yet he makes him match 
enough to combate the effeminate Paris. 


After the buſineſs of Examination was end- 
ed, and I with-drawn, there comes to me into 
the chamber, where I was fitting with Colene! 

ye and my Counſel, Mr. Bliſſets ſon the Com- 
Mi fioners Clerk, with advice to me that I ſhould 
reſign, adding that then I might be capable of am- 
ther place, whether he came from his Father 
with his word in ſeaſos, I know not. I know 
not neither, whether he came in any way of 
curteſie with this advice; poſlibly he might by 
this, give me to know, that the ſame band 
which had diſpoſed of my Living for another 
man, might upon the like conſideration diſ- 
poſe of another mans Living ſor me. But this 
his advice of my reſignation, and the reaſons 
of it were rejected, with ſome contempt both 
on Colonel Eyes part and mine own ; it being 
no other then ridiculous, that a man ſhould 
be capable of, and thought fitting for another 
place, andyet not fit to keep his own; and 
therefore, as I ſaid, this Propolal was, either 
that they might make their advantages all 
manner of way es by putting another into my 
place, and ſetling me elſewhere, or elſe that 


they might the more triumph in my ruine, 
b:caule 
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becauſe in thus doing I had contributed more 
to mine own ruine then they poſſib ly could; 
baring by a Reſignation made my ſelf utterly 
gocapable of returning to Box, as alſo of 
receixing any profit thence which might be 
allowed to ſuch as were Ejected. 


Shortly after this, I was called in again to Sect. 8, 


receive my doom, which was pronounced againſt 
me, by vertue of that Order which Mr. By- 


fat, and his Merlborougb men had procured 


me at Lavington about twelve dayes be- 

fore, and had lain derment by them ever ſince, 
4 2 truſty reſerve no doubt, which (if they 
could not deftroy me any other way) ſhould 

not miſs to knock me down. I obſerved that 
ile my ſent was reading, My. Chambers. 
tidpull'd down his hat ſomewhat low on his- 


' face, but for the reſidue of his ſace which 


phe be ſeen he looked very big, and poſſibly 

he'fay within himſelf, That now be had taught 
me is bring u man of bis merit upon the Stage, 
„ make bim the diſcourſe and laughter of the 
Countrey, for leaving Claverton, and going to 
Pewſie. Mr. Byfield in the mean time was 
playing with a Tobacco pipe between his fingers 
(although he forbore to ſmoke it for that 
ſhorr ſpace, yet had he the P pe in a readi- 
neſs, and was filling of it out of Mr. Martins 
Box before I left the room) and ſeemed to 
look merrily at it, which minded me of that 
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Riſus abeſt niſt quem viſt movere dolores, 


No laughter there appears 
Unleſs for others tears. 


And yet I aſſure the Reader that as to the 
main, Mr. Byfield was very muck diſappointed 
in his Expectation; I have heard ſay, that 
his word was, That if be could not bow, be wil 
break, them; if he were not dead, I ſhould 
ſay it was a fitting Motto for an Inquiſitor ; 
however I muſt tell bis ſurviviog friends, that 
as to mine own particular he was ſo far from 
hitting the mark, as that he hath miſſed the 
Butt : whoſoever. ſball light on theſe ſheets, 
and read them, will readily ſay, Surely be 
bath not bowed me, there being not a line in the 
whole, relating to himſelf, that reliſheth of 
begging ; and for breaking me, I wiſh ( ſo it 
might not be to their torment) theſe qun- 
dam Commiſſioners had ſeen how contentedly 
I lived without my means; bow little I grieved 
for the loſs of it; hpw little I deſired the 
re-1njoyment of it: Yea, let me tell you far- 
ther, that (although ignorant and ſca14a!rw 
you account me) I have often read P/al. 37. 
and there I am taught (and I humbly thank 
him, God hath given mea heart to learn) not 
to fret my ſelf becauſe of evil doers; nor becauſe 
of him who proſpereth in his way; becauſe of the 
man who brinyeth wicked devices to paſs al- 

though 
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though I never envied your power , yet [ 
tied you for your managery thereof; and 
{for all your ſpiteful, vile unjuſt proceedings) 
] defice to have no revengeful thoughts 
qprinſt you; nor had I in the Publication of 
this Narrative any aim to aſperſe you, but to 
nochczte my ſelf : Yea, and let me tell you 
fucchet yer, that (although you had it not in 
your intentions) yet my Ejedtment hath been 
ſome wayes advantegiow unto me, and that in 
me from ſeyeral vexations, and a 
contiquation of fears, doubts, charges, com- 
plances, viſits and other inconveniencies, 
which had I continued at Box,T muſt have been 
expoſed unto, all while you continued in your 
wor, and executed your power with ſo much 
inaflice, And this whether I look on the Com- 
mur or mine accuſers. 


ms Fillem Pinchin , of whoſe perjurier , ſub- 
"dations, and other his vile and baſe practiſes 
hure ſpoken ſomewhat already, and more 
| ſill fay, when I give thee a ſhort view of 
bis life; and yet this man muſt have been 
aud by me, and bumor'd in his bſeneſi: . 
Niy, not only humor'd, but fed too; I mult 
dot have dared but have fu niſped him, when- 
ver he asked; and his poor indigent con- 
dition was ſuch, that he would have been al- 
Wyes eraving ; ard if I had denyed him at nrſt, 
or queſtioned him afterward, *cis like the 


Q_ fel 9, 
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ſelom would have grown ſurly, and have flog 
my mouth with the Commiſſionert, or threx. 
ned me with Tho. Co, or his Mr. Chambers, ot 
Mr. Byfield. I remember, that ſometime before 
I was queſtioned, this Wiliam Pinchin cane 
to my houſe, to borrow ſome money of 
me, with which I did not at that time 
furniſh him; whether ic were becauſe I then 
had it not, or whether i: were becauſe his 
mother had formerly borrowed a conſiderable ſun 
of me, as ſbe ſaid for him, of which I was no 
then ſatisfied, no nor (what through their 
baſe ſharking ſhifts, and mine own eaſineh) 
am I ever like to be, I now remember not; 
but as for me, he then went without it; but 
it ſeems he was then ſo neerly driven, that he 
» borrowed what he could get from my ſo- 
vant, I have heard that he was highly di- 


pleaſed, that he went without it. And poſfi- 
bly took this courſe of perjury and ſuborn:tion, 
to be revenged of me for it. Now under this 
- preſſure I muſt alwayes ha ve lain, nor would 
there have been any way to have kept him 
from forſwearing himſelf ee me, but to 


have lent him what he had askt for, and re- 
ver after to have demanded it of him. His mo- 
ther Jene likewiſe would have been ſneaking 
after me, whoſe property is not only to forget 
curteſies, but to repay them with baſe uſage, 
in| denyng what ſhe hath received, or by 
patching with thoſe ro whom ſhe hath been 


beholding; ever beggarly, and ever baſe. f 
mu 
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wht likewiſe have made much of Fobn Tia. 
it, as long as he lived, and Obadiab Chel- 
hem, they muſt have been entertained and 
thanked, yea, and rewarded for frighting me; 
and my benevolence ſhould have been ſpent 
a the next Alehouſe, they making themſelves 
merry at my charges, and laughing at my fear, 
which had furniſhed chem co pay their reckon- 


108, 


Then for the Commigioners and theit appur- Sect, rr 
tmancer. Thrmas Cox doubtleſs would have vi- 
lited me often; and I muſt have been as neerly 
related to Mr. Bliſſets ſon as Mr. Stern was: 
and although Mariborougb were tog far to 
ſend Hoy, yet doubtleſs ſomething would bave 
i. Wl dren expected there, although leſs viſible, 
F. e not leſs chargeable, I could have expeRted 
do more curteſie from them then they vouch - 
b bed to others, and that was only a diſmiſſion 
1d Wl Pi further Order. So that I could have ſooked 
-m won my ſelf at Box, for no better then their 
to Taat at will, and that their favour towards 
e- de, would have been according asT remem- 
0 bred them: whereas I was ſince freed from 
” al theſe charges, and continual fears; and 
er H cy man in my abſence enquired for me, I 
e tive had no cauſe to fear that it was Tm. 
Us, your Agent, Mr. Blifſets ſon hath bad no 
n ation to me; neither might the Halbe 
Ii men, or their wives, expect any Horſe, 
& , Money, or Plate from me. N:y more, 
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ſhould I have chanc't to have met your D- 


dor on the way, I ſhould have given him (not 
ſuch reverence which he looks for, but) ſuch 
reſpect as I thcught fitting: and upon ſome ſuch 
weighty account, I bave been told that he 
was diſtaſted at me; and ſo was Haman the 
Agagite againſt Mordecai. Nay, (which is more 
then all) the very ſight of Mr. B Bel did 
not ſince affright me; but on him could! 
look with pity or contempt, whom my terrified bre- 
thren durſt not think of but with tremb. ing. 


I have but little more to add at this time, 
and char is touching Mr. Ludioe of Claringdi, 
and Mr. #9 of Sarum Theſe I have told thee 
appeared at Lavington, having never ſate in bo- 
ſineſs before: nor ever heard the Dep-ſttron of 
one witneſs, which was t-ken by their Clerk; 
and therefore they could know nothing but by 
information from Mr. Byfield and his jri-nd: of 
Mariborough , and yet theſe ſentence 3gainlt 
me. And it is like enough, that as they were 
ſent for , for this purpoſe, ſo were they u. 
ſolved what to de before they came out of door, 
Touching Mr. Hely, the wonder will nat be ſo 
much to them that know him. But now for 
Mr. Ludloe, a Gentleman; that he ſhould in 4 
matter of ſo great concernment, be ſo eaſie 
as to be drawn in sgainſt me, and ruin me in m 
lIivelihoood my reputation , my profeſſion, 
my hopes, only upon the information of e- 
thers, of ſuch others; I will ſay no more, . 

On! 
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only thus; that if Mr. Ludloe had been in my 
condition, 8 Miniſter under queſtion, and Tin 
hs place, 2 Commiſſtoner to give my vote; if 7 
ſhould have voted againſt bim, upon no better 
nds then as yet appear to me, he hath vo- 
td agzinſt me, I ſhould think that men had 
done me no wrong , if they had made this 
report of me, That it was pity, that a man no bet - 
ter qualified. ſhould have ſo much power ; and that 
in my ſentence I had little regard either to pie- 
m, prudence, conſcience, or juſtice. 


And now as touching Mr. Hely, I have been Sect, 13. 
told, that a great exception which he hed 
zpainſt me, was this; That I ws a Common 
Progr man, I think he could not have ſaid more 
in my commendation ; like Balaam, inſtead of cur- 
frag; be bleſſeth me; he condemns me for having 
done my duty; and ſentenceth me to depri- 
vetion for uſing that Book, whereas by the Law 
ol Minifters are liable to deprivation , becauſe 1. Eliz, 
they do not wſe'it, So that he doom me being ©P: 2. 
anocent, to that ſentence which the Dodor and 
the other Miniſters had deſerved. 
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16 


The Tranſactions at my 
Eighth time of appearing bt 
fore them at the Three Swans 
in Sarum. March 17. 1657, 


3 ND now tis like mine enemies had 
Fs prevailed as fat againſt me, as their 


juſtice of corrupt Pudgem the malice 
perjured witneſſes, the reſtleſſe impudence of 
the /ons of Belial could defire. Both Commiſſ- 
oners, Dottors, and witneſſes be like triumphing 
tothink how much they had undone me, 
Notwithltanding it were by Candle light that 
Iwere ſentenced; yer was there an order iſſi- 
ed our the ſame »10bt (I gvels that William 
Pinchin and Cad. Cheltenham were not more 
earnel! to deſire it, then the Do&ours and 
Alarlboreugh men were to ſatisfie them ) 
1mpowe'ing Nich: Spenſer, and Joh. Harding 
ro the /r9reſtratorſhip of the ptofits of my Fr 
earage. Which inddainly they enter upon) and 
pro eed init with much diligence and rertor. 
Nich : Spenſer eſpecially; trayerſing over - 

Part 
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gib with 2 Hoy pot under his Coate, 
doubting (as I have been told he ſhould ſay) 
thar he ſhould not receive enough for his winter 
Tufts, And clearly my condition was then 
ſach, that as they had taken a courſe that I 
ſhould not ttay at Box ſo there was a courſe 
taken by others, that I ſhould not know whe- 
tber to go, or how to imploy my ſelf for a 
ſubfiſtayce, For I was not in a capacity to 
receive any fifts» becauſe I was unmarried: and 
utrerly diſabled to the pertormance of any 
nixfterial dut ies, ſo much as to reach a pri vate 
ſchool) becauſe I was ejected. And pollibly theſe 
conſiderations might encourage the Commi/- 
boxers » Doctors, witneſſes) to act as they ad, 
becauſe they had nowan opportuniry to un- 
do me according to their detires. They ha- 
© + ple me of my preſent livelyhood , 

the Protector Declaration of Nov. 4. 1655. 
dbarring mewof all hopes of getting any 
lyelyhood for the future. 


Which Perſon and Declaration ſince I have 
mentioned, let me ask his Marlborongh 
Commiſſioners and Miniſters z and was this 
the thing whereby he merited ſo highly of 
them, as that they in their Addreſſes to his 
don muſt needs call him Poliſted ſhaft ? ] be- 
liere that they were beholdinz to their 
Deltors for their expreſſion, and I believe 
Iſa. 49. 2. where the leſſiah tells us that 
the Lord bad made him ſuch. And certainly 


Q 4 this 


gain that they thit Doctours took it out of 
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this ſo properly agreeing unto him as nee 
without blaſphemie to be communicated tg 
any other. Theſe men were by their Para 
inſtructions, to eject men who were found 
guilty of blaſphemie ; and lo, I believe tha 
a more ſhameful and'groſs piece of flatterie, and 
Blaſphemie, hath ndc been lately heard of then 
is this of their own. No nor in former 2 
ges neither, unleis that of Act, 12. 22. come 
neer it. But yet (I would do theſe men what 
courrefie I can ) Iwill ſuppoſe that by that 
expreſſion Poliſhed ſhaft, they mem no 
more bur this; that although proprie or prime 
rid none can be juſtly (tiled ſo bur the CI 
fiah > yet ſecundum ſigni ficationem limitatam) 
& reſtriſtam, in a limicted and qualined 
ſenſe others may be called ſo likewiſe, As 
Exod, 22. Kings and Judges are called Gods, becauſe 
28. they receive their Commiſſion from God, and 
ſo ought to imploy themielves as in his but 
fineis : the ſame word giving them power to 
act, and likewiſe cautions touching their be- 
Haviour in that power: and ſo proportion 
bly might they borrow this Epithet Poli 
ſhaft » and beſtow it upon their Patriot. But 
now ( this being granted them) they mult yet 
give me leave to ask them, and with what con” 
gruitie? and how do theſe words belong ut 
to him? if I miſtake not, the Meſiab b 
there ſo called becauſe he was ſent of God 1 
ſubdue bis, and the Charches enemies. But 
now what enemies of God, or of the Ge/psll0l 
of the (Church did your Protectour ſubdueꝰ tile 
. YOu 
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you tim by this name becauſe of theſe ordi- 
aces if ſo, then you ſpeak by contraries; 
therefore a Poliſhed ſbaft, a vanquiſter of the 
Gharches enemies) becauſe the firſt wndid, and 
after fopt the mouthes ol hundreds ot able, and 


 athodex Miniſters, And whe.cas the Apoſile 


faith it would be woe to him if did not preach 
the Goſpel, (which woe is (till impendent 
upon all Miniſters who ſhall wilfully neg- 
ect their duty „) this Protectour takes ſuch 
m order, that it ſhould be woe wnto them if 
they did preach the Goſpell. And yet a Poli- 
feed ſbaft. The Church of England hath not 
reater or more bittet enemies then the 


» Jew andthe Papiſt. The one hating us becauſe 


Chriffsan, the other becauſe reformed 3 and 
and yer both theſe had his favour. The Jew 
2 kind of an invitation, neer of the date wich 


this Ordinance: the other, entertainment in the 


mal palace; when as hundred: of Miniſters) 


I believe true ly Codly, and I think as lear- 


wed as ever our Church enjoyed ſince the Re- 


formation were not only thruſt out of theit 
livelyboeds , but allo caſt off from execating the 


Priefts office unto the Lord. In this more like 


to the ſox of Nebatzthen the /on of God, And » Chron.” 
whereas thoſe ejected Prieſts, and Levites had 11. 14:1 


the land of Judas to go to, and there find 
both a lively hood and an imployment: This 


their Poliſhed ſbaſto hid ſo ordered it, (it is rat. 
Mr. Pryns obſervation ) that they ſhould have p. 5657: 


no imployment neither at home or abroad. Nay 


more, ( to put them and their families upon 
2 


8 ect, . 


Act. 4. 18. 
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a necefficie of ſtarving) he not only end 
that they ſhould have thing to ſubſiſ by, 
but alſo made it penal after the molt ;gnomi- 
nious manners if they went about to beg, 
Which (ſayes the ſame Mr. Pia in the (ame 
place,) was ſuch a tranſcendent Barbariſms 
impiety and high way tO extirpate religion 
( as piousp learned Arc ir bi hop Veſher told bim 
when he mediated for their libertie, as he told 
Mr. Pryn and others with tears, which broke 
his heart ſoon after) as the Pope and eſxit; 
themſelves could not have invented the like; 
and exceeded all forrasgy perſecutions againſt 
Proteſtant Miniſters in Piemont, Bohemia and 
Sileſia by Popiſp Princes being of a different te- 
ligion, but he a pretended proteſtant ⁊calit. Thi 
# the Marlborongh mens poliſhed ſbaft. 


And whereas they have none to liken 
him to, but the Holy one of Gd, the beſt; I can 
hardly find one ſo wicked as to be joined in 
compariſon with him, unleſs it were Jeroboam 
the ſon of Nebat,who out of a politic K reſpelt 
(like unto his) thruſt out the Prieſts and Le- 
vites» both from their ſervice, and their live- 
lihoods;and after he had taught them the mode 
of ſacrificing, ſuted: himſelf with Prieſts of the 
loweft of the people) or the the Sanhedrim at 
feruſalem , who commanded the Apoſtles nit to 
teach at ally or (peak in the name of feſiu. The 
Apoſtate Julian although he be looked upon 
as a bitter enemie of the Church of God, al- 
though he perſecuted them, although he ſcoffea 

at 
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a chem z yet I read not that he ſilenced tbem. 
Gre of the worſt things which he is reported 
to have dove againſt them, is, That be forbade 


them the publique Schools, and ſtudies of Arts and 


fleatio, mercileſs, uncivil, and to be buryed in 
everlaſting ſilence; and yet theſe Afarlborough 
Addrefſorr think not a name (fitting only for 
the Fon of Gad) too good for their Patron, 
who had made a decree againſt Chriſtian Mini- 
fs, far more barbarous then was that of Ju- 
tas. Lis true indeed, in the cloſe of that Or- 
ane, he hath a kind of a qualifying Provi ſo, 
and talks of tenderneſs to be uſed, but it is un- 
der ſuch conditions, that if men ſhould ch erve 
them, they muſt ceaſe to be what they ought, 
Godly indeed, And whereas be talks of tender- 
aut, many a one in this Land of ours can wit» 
nels what his tenderneſſes have been; and have 
found the words of the wiſeman verified in 
im, The tender mercies of the nicked are cruel, 
Prov. 12. 10. 


nder and Godly ſtrain, that ſhortly after my 
Liedian, ſome fitting as a Parliament (although 
the far greater part choſen by the Countrey 
were by him excluded) thought it not fit that 
it ſhould be continued, and therefore by not 
an ming of it, they null it; and not only ſo, 
but alſo they make further proviſion, 7 75 


: which Decree an Hiſiorian (principled Amien.' 
lke himſelf ) ſtiles Inclemens, obruendum perenni cel. 


And indeed this Declaration was of ſuch a Sect. 4. 
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al ejetied Minifters whatſorver, marryed oy wn; 
merryed net having 30. l. per annum, or 500.1, in 
prrſonel eſtate, might be capable of receiving fiſt : 
which fiſts the Commiſſioners by vertue of that 
48, were required to allow them, which I be 
lieve was no good news either to the Marlbr- 
rowgh men or their Doors. | 

Having ſuch grounds for my claim, Irepair 

to Seram, about Merch 17. 1657. for the 4. 
ſize being there held about that time, I had 
ſome confidence that I ſhould find the Marlbe- 
rough men and their Doctors there; nor was 1 
diſappointed of my expectation, for there! 
find them at the three Swans, ſitting in Mr. H. 
fields lodging: and being told that my opplice 
tion to them muſt be by way of Petitioning, 1 
imployed one, who was a kind of a Clerk to 
them, to draw it up in their uſual form, which 
he did in cheſe words; Sbeweth, That your Peti- 
tioner being by your lawful authority diſplaced from, 
&c, which word lawful, a ff iend of mine (be- 
ing ſomewhat acquainted with their proceed- 
ings) did ſomewhat ſtom:ch at: which diſlike 
being perceived, their Clerk (belike knowing 
that lawful was not a word which belonged to 
his Maſters the Commiſſioners & Dofors )was con- 
tent to ſtrike out, and ſo it was, Being by your Au- 
thority diſplaced, &c. wherein according to the 
4 1 moved i. for a fifts.And 2. That tobe alowed 
from the time of ny Ejectment , which was above « 
year ond half before. And 3. (in regard I lived in 
Bub, which was in another County, and a days 
journey 
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; from any place where they uſually 
lace) I moved that this might be ſetled at this tbeir 
nent fitting. In order whereunto I had ther 
ſome with me, who proffer d themſelves to be 
Tenants to my Vicaridge at 100 l. per amum; for 
the payment whereof there would have been 
better ſecurity given then 3. or 4. of the Marl- 
lnugb men ſhould have given out of that eſtate 
which is lawfully theirs. Now Mr.Ghamb. hearing 
Hear) Sbeyler (for ſo was his name that made 
this proffer) promifing 100 l. and having heed- 
fully ey d him all the time, a5ks (belike fear- 
ing that the Commiſſioners ſhould have forgot- 
tes ſo neceſſary a queſtion.) Whether be were ſuf- 
ficient ? tis like he meant, to pay the rent, which 
de proſer d. And here to ſee how theſe Doctors, 
Mr. yield, & Mr.Chambers,concur'd in queftions 
fundementals. What's your Living worth a year,quoth 
Mr, Byfield ? Is be ſufficient, is pay the rent, quotb 
Mr. Chambers > This bufineſs did in no wiſe 
concern Mr. Chambers, unleſs he miſtook tt e 
Exeminetion of the ſufficiencypf the Tenant, for 
atExemination of the ſufficiency of the Miniſter. 
But it may be that the old buſineſs of this /ra- 
ving Claverton and going to Pewſie, did yet ſtick 
in the Doctors ſtomach, and therefore having 
undone me in the groſs before, he now im- 
proves bis ſpite, to undo me by retail. Let me here 
obſerve ſomething unto thee touching this 
Doctor, and ſuch as himſelf. When they are at 
any time queſtioned touching their leu oi 


their firſt livings, (which many of them lia ve 
done) 


* 


(233) 
done)theſe lvings being of but a ſmall value and 
then intruding themſelves into other Living and 
the Living of others , per fas, aut neſu, rigbt ot 
wrong fand thoſe ſuch which are of a greater vg. 
lue then their own Livings, which they had re. 
pudiated: or when they labor for augmenting, 
or unions of two or three Pariſhes into one, (theſe 
men will abbor Plaralities as odious as big amit) 
and all for their own profit: in excuſe for their 
ſhifting and changing, or conſolidating, they will 
tell yon either that the former air did not agree 
with them; or that by the exchange, they 
might win more ſouls, or (with more truth and 
plaineſs) that they were even enforced to 
this change for a comfortable maintenance ſor them 
ſelves and theirs, which their own Livings could 
not ſupply them with. And yet theſe very men 
(the Doctor for one) have no ſuch weights or 
meaſures for others. And when I ſay others, 1 
mean Mmiſters, and ſuob (I ſpeak not of my ſelf) 
who are every whit as deſerving as themſelves; 
whom they can be content, not only njuſtly to 
thruſt out of all but alſo to defraud of that ſmall 
pitrance; a fiſts, which the Modern laws hath 
allowed them; meaſuring unto us by the ſmai 
Ephab, but weighing to themſelves by the feat 
Shekel. The Doctor muſt give me leave to tell 
him, that 1 have read of ſuch who were of this 
jadgment, that Right and Property to a thin; were 
founded in grace; and that all men were «ſurpers 
who were not of the Godly, Now we know well 


to whom this Epithet Godly, hath been by ſome 
men 
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men «propriated in theſe latter years, and for 
' what purpoſes : and therefore might the Doctor 
helofirce againſt me, as one (I being not of 
. their Merk) on whom even an Alnt were caft 
away. {| 


Mr. Buer had his fling at us, at this time Sect. 6, 

when Henry Sbeyler offered 100 /. per annum for 
' the Vicaridge ; ſaying to this purpoſe, that Mr. 
mi did not make above 90 1. per annum of it. 
I ſeems that Mr, Bl iſſet was well acquainted 
with Mr. Stern receits,and I doubt not but that 
he and his ſon Villiam, have been well acquaint- 
el wich ſome of Mr. Sterns dishurſements likewiſe. 
But at this time at Sarum there was nothing 
done, for notwichftanding I had procured one 
who proffer'd himſelf to be a tenant to my 
means under ſuch a rent, and in regard of the 
liſtance I then lived at, and the uncertainty of 
the time and place of their ſitting, I urged for a 
diſpatch ag that time, yet as to my buſineſs no- 
thing would be done, I being put off only with 
this anſwer,tbat I ſhould come before them at ſome o- 
ther time and place, whereof Mr. Stern ſhould baue 
mtice,that they might bear what exceptions be bad 
lomeke to my demands, This was a buſineſs which 
did not pleaſe them, and therefore they delay 
me, on purpoſe (belike) to tire me out: or 
in caſe I would be clamorow, they would ſo or- 
der it, that my expences in waiting on chem, 
ſhould amount to as much as che fi, which 

they intended to allow me. 5 
- 
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The Tranſactions at my 


ninth, time of appearing befor 
them at the Angel in Marlbo- 
April 28. 1658. 


next ſitting would be at Marlborough, and 
that (if I would have any thing N. th them) 

I muſt appear before them there, where (not 
withſtanding the nomination of that place gave 
me an an aſſurance of the juſtice which I ſhould 
find) I appear according to an Order I te- 
- ceived from their agent Thomas Cox : They 
had by this time obtained an addition to the 
number of both Commiſſioners, and Miniſters, ſo 
that now they needed not ſend, or go to Sarum 
for it, they having a Quorum of their own neer- 
er hand. Upon this additional account there 
ſate at this time Mr, Fobn Keyns of Marlborough, 
and another, who then lived in the Pariſh of 
Bradford, being one who hath varyed bis name 
ſo often, that it is hard for me to ſay, what is 


the right; but at that time he wrote his name 
Jobn Randolph. 4 


Sect. 1. 135 told the next morning, that theit 


Mr. 


\ {24t ) 


Uhere likewiſe}, Bringing with him Nchols 
Nair, and 1 im Pinchin ſo often before- 
mentioned, afl whoſe buſineſs was to make 
what exceptions they could to defraud me of 
a Fiftbs, and a very gracious ear they had 
{6m th Commiſſioners, Mr. Sterns firſt excep- 
tion was, that I had carryed away many dort, 

i legally I toald not remove. To which 1 

d, That I bad removed no more then I 
„ ard that in cafe I had exceeded, he was 
ve bis yemedy elſewhere, this being no obſtru- 
= for a fifiby, Upon this Mr, Byficid 


— 


depins a very fearned Lawyerlike diſcourſe of 
ar de had heard in that Caſe, and that was 
to this purpoſe, That in caſe the doors were 
nged in Fimmals Jo as not to be removed with- 
„ ein of e nail, that then legally they conld 
wt be removed, but if only in hooks, that then they 
. in which judgement of his all parties 
nd acquieſce : and indeed this ſpeech of bis 
lt me of ſome words, which were fre- 
quent in the mouth of my predeceſſor Mr. Co- 
at (a man too much piven to ſutes of law) 
who would often ſay, That be was better read 
n the As of Parliament then he was in the Ads 
o the dpoſiler. Another exception which they 
againſt me, was non obedience to their Or- 
an, and this was made by Nicholas Spenſer, 
and to me (who asked whit order it was) 
be anſwers, It was an Order which he had ve- 
ceived from the CommMſioners but that be bad 


left it at bome, bur added that he ſhowed me 
R nother 


— a. 
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-'Mr. Stem acrotding to ſummons appeared Sect. 2; 
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another Order Which I would not deliver back 
again to him; ckis order I had then about me 
and a very Wiſe one it was, for I was regui- 
red at my peril to deliver up. poſſeſſion by ſuch 4 
time; aud yet no 1 named to whom 1 ſhould 
deliver it wp» but this, as nothing to the pu- 
poſe, was waved likewiſe. Another exception 
which they took was, that I was worth 500 l. 
and this was managed e 1. fin. 
chin M. Stern affirming that he had heard ſo and 
Wiltam Pinchin affirming the like : poſſibly i 
he had been called upon another time, Villian 
Finchin would have fercht trip and if need eie 
would have /r rhat he had known that I 
had been worth 500 l. but theſe exceptions 
ſignified but little, and therefore were ſoon 
waved likewiſe. + Thenext thing we fall up- 
on was the v aluation: I have told the formerly; 
that I brought one with me to Sarum who 
profterd a 100. J per annum for ity which pro- 
fer they were reſolvednot to accept of, And 
therefore they all imploy their united 
Forces to beat down the value of er 
notwithſtanding Nich : Spenſer and Willian 
Pinchix had not long before valued my Vi- 
carage at 86, | per annum » at the pariſh rate, 
yet are they not now aſhamed to ſay it was 
too much, ohn Ranoulph giving them this hint 
that it did »ſwaltic pinch on the Parſons ſat. 
Theſe men yy. P. and N. S. having the ſame 
meaſures for meas ſome men ſay they hae 
for their cuſtomers, a greater and a leſs. III 
am to pay a Tax then the Vicaridge is wo ch 
86. I per 
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0 110 annum» but if I am roreceive a fifths 
thenit is not worth ſo nuch. Nor did theſe 
Cromiſſianers that I could perceive take a- 
ij witice of this; unleſs it were to countenance 
it, alchough in thus. ſaying they manifetted 
themſelres ro be ſuch as honeſt men ſhould 
Al to be, and juſt men ſhould abhoy to coun- 
renance': but honeſtie and juſtice were ver- 
mes neicher in uſe nor credit either wich the 
Cunwiſſioners'y Dottours , Or witneſſes. One 
thing more touching theſe men N. S. and . 
I. it is this: It may be that it was not only 
to jure me that they thus laboured to beat 
down the price of my living; they might in 
this nye ſome aim unco themſelves: for ſo 
it ns that V. S. and % P. ſhortly after this 
tenants co M. rern for it, and there- 
ſore tis like they did ſo much under value ĩt; 
that they might rent ic at the ſame rent. 
ing this debate touching the yaluition Sect, 3. 
M.Byfield ſends for a large paper booke writ- 
ten wmch afterwards I underſtood was his 
Demerday book wherein he had the value of 
Ahe livings inthe (ounty : and turning to 
lu he finds it valued at 80. ] per Annan » 
addſo he ſtints all further debate touching 
the valuaion, becauſe (as he ſaid) that vas 
nation was given in «pon Oath : ſoon aſter 
Which he falls to reading of that Ordinance 
of Parliament, which allowed a fifths 10 ſuch 
teffed Miniſters who were marriechfot a main” 
tenence of their Wives and Children, and then 
iſt; mr whether 1 demanded 4 fiſts by vertue of 
R 2 tat ? 
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that? to which Ireplyed with ſome indie. 
nation, that he kyew that 7 did not, being r 
married. But I added further, that I demanded 
fifths by vertue of an a made 1656, Upon 
which words of mine he aſks me whether I bu 
that aft or not? my anſwer was that I had it, 


and ſeeing me about to pull it out and readit 


he add's that they had it too, and therenpon 
among ſt an heap of Act, Ordinances, Ordern 
poſitions, ¶ bargeto a great Tobacco Box) pipe 
candle and randlefficks he finds it out, and 
re ads it. Now to ſee the diſpoſition of this pe 
tious ſeribe» I think we do him no wrong to 
conjecture that he therefore propoſed that 
Qxeſtion to me, Have you the Ati? with 1 
put pofe to have defeated me of a fifths if I had 
not had it by me. His ſpice cowards me cot 
tinues ſtill; had it been to do me a diſcoartiſt, 
erw, that Ad had been in —_— 
ut now 1t was purpoſeſly ſuppreſt and Na 
never been nad m Ahn At e to let 
us know thus much, that voluntarily or With 
4 good will, he would do nothing bur miſchif: 
and that when he did any thing which was 
right he was even enforced to It. 
And ſince he is gone, and that this Was 
the laſttime that ever I ſaw him, I ſhall fay 
no more but this of him (had he been living 
till this time, I ſhould have ſaid much more to 
him) which I found by mine own experience, 
that he ſeemed to be a man of a ſtirring ſpirih 
and one that propoſed no other end unto him(clf, 
but himſelf , nor ſernpling any thing _ 
e 


, 
{ 
| 
{ 
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| 
| 
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genres eandacihloro that end, his de- 
i ien ſd much as I could diſcern in him) 
Ag cher chat he might be feared then lo- 
25 ſeldome hear of any courteſie which he 
Ata ann unleſs it were by accident, and out 
„ l humour to others, who would have 
1; bone ſome miſchief without his conſent: ſo 
i i may be ſaid that he d/iiked not the in- 
Minn bat this, chat auy ſhould do it without 
| Iſeldome come into the com- 

d but alt be is much ſpoken of, and yet 
which is commendable ; and ſince 
dene I thank ſcarce miſſed, or lamented, or 
mibedtforby any, unleſſe by ſuch as the men 
d. Mil: or thoſe who hive injoyed ether mens 
boing;anef defire ts keep them: and as touching 
late Commiſſtontrs of Adariboronghyt believe 
tfrihey ved him as much as he loved them, 
8 that was very little: and yet they kept a 
us comeſpondency, which doubtleſs was be- 
auſethey could not be wich out each other, 
ad ſo their mutual reſpects grew not from 
Hellus but intereſt, I cannot᷑ charge him with 
Keiving either Bygbes Of gruinitie, y as hay » 
loft, plates money: poflib y ic Was nor cove” 
twnefe which made himto be ſo miſchirvous, 
ire malice in him. If I bad known 
that 2 yrrſent would have prevailed with him, 
bad Ideen minded to have practiſed with 
um char way, I ſhould hive courted him with 
e denaſowe Quantity of Spaniſh Tobacco » tO 
Which e Was the moſt immoderately and ſran- 
aſl addicted, thar ever I ſaw any man. 

by R 3 And 
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And yet (conſidering hom mam Living he hai 
got iqto 3 how many Miniſters he had di 

and even ſtarved, and that in his tranſlatm be 
ever had an eye to the Barn, Glebe, and fad 
Sbeeß, more then to the Eburch) it may be cop 
jectured, that he was of like Paſions with his 
Brethren, of whom every Countryman ay 
now obſerve, that their religious cry hath been 
only for ſelf-intereſt ;thar their removes are for 
their advantage in revenue, and that their Gan 
is their Goaline ſt. All which notwithſtanding, 
have been told that he died but poor, unleſs it 
were in Books, of which (and of very choice 
ones) he left 8 handſeme Library, and pers 
chance for this very thing he died the. poorer, it 
being thought that he came by his Books a5 levy 
faly as he did by his Lig. To ſpeak in ſhort 
look upon him as a man who was miſcbievwf 
bent againſt every body, yea, and that, al things 
duly conſidered, he was more miſcbievew to his 
friends then his ſoes : for (and here let me 
yoke: up ſome of his fellow Commſſtoners and 
Miniſters to him ) I believe that many a one 
of their Vuneſſes in my buſineſs bad not cr 
traded upon their-fouls thoſe horrid crines of per- 
jury and ſubornation, &c. had it not been for 
their countenance and incourggementY believe that 
were he living, be would confeſs, that he did 
me as much mi as he could; and yet I be- 
lieve that one of the ſame Tribe did me more, 
although he were more ſecret init, If you de- 
fire to know any thing touching his * N 

thin 
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\,thiekyou muſt enquire of Hugh Peters, or Phil; 
A -Aewhom it is like (had he lived till this Side) 


.ache had been a confederate with them in their 


! be 
ane and miſchievous dings, he might 
coo be born compam in their puniſhments. 
131 wb 
au But to return to mine own buſineſs, having Sect. 5. 
den withdrawn ſome time, that the Commiſſioners 
for WF night conſider of it, I was ſhortly called in a- 
% pain, and cold by Mr. Beh (for he was Chair- 
„i chactime) chat in lieu of 4 Fiſths, they had 
$ it me 12 l. per annum to be paid half yearly ; 


the firſkpoyment to be made on the 29. ef September 


er ben next folowing, which was more then two years 
t teri wa ejedded, and ſo to be paid by 61. every 
een, on 25. of Mirch, and 29 of Septemb. un- 
„ tl farther order. I preſum'd that they intended 
wc chis as any curteſie to me, and therefore 
cepected no thanks, being indeed worſe to- 
's Wl - wards me then the more civil ſort of Theives, 
e of hom I have heard, that having rob men 
d | of el, they have yet upon their c:mplaint reftored 
. them again a conſiderable part of it For this 


Order, Mr. Blifets ſon Viliam would needs 
have 2 5. 6 d. which I cold him, ws more then 
I'ſhould make of it. And ſince I have menti- 
oned this Ocder, let me obſerve ſomethingꝑ un- 
tothee, touching the Commiſſioners who made 
it: and all ſhall be to acquaint thee with the 
fittingneſs of theſe men to be im lid in matters 

- Of the meaneſt truſt ; and how little they regard 
6 Parliamentary power, unleſs it be to ſerve them- 

| R 4 ſelves 
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ſelves by it, For 1, they were by that Al to al. 
low mea Fifths, and yet all, things conſidered,” 
they did not allow, me a Texthbs. . 2. This they | 
were to allow meyjf gos from the time of wy / 
Ejeament, yet from the time that the ARt ene 

menced, which was in Septemb. 1656. and yet 
they allow me nothing till two years after. 
3. They were by this 4d to ſettle chis allon- 
ance to me during myliſe, whereas thia was on 
till further order. And indeed this ſame until fur» 

ther order, was in much uſe with them; and I be» 
lieve that it brought them in many & round 
ſum. If any were diſebas ged. it Nai Qaly until fur. 
ther order: If any Fifibs were grant ed. it was mil 
further order; they ever kept us in a de penda ace 
and aw of them: and doubtleſe mens good beb.- 
viour was lookt upon, accordingly as te op: 

their wives were remembred: avd udeed, as to 
my ſelf, this ſame until further order, coſt me and 
my friends (conſidering how many journeys 
we made, how great expences we were at) even 
as much as the Fifths came to, ſor we made on 
journey to Sarum and two to Marl borougb, before 
we could receive à penny. I remember that 
Mr. Bliſſet, when the order was read, ſayes (ha- 
ving pull'd down his Hat, and looking upon 
the Table) That I bad put Mr. Stern to 4 great dial 
of charge, and ſeem'd to intimate, that therefore 
they allowed me no more ſor a Fifths.And bete 
ro ſee how this Treaſurer chargeth me with bis 
crimes: for it was he and his ſoy who had put 
Mc. Stern to ſo much charge, and not I. For 


Beſides 
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me out: ron upon this — 
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—— me 0397 of which de . 
tie e e ffeh ? Now Þ Bellove 
Ws mond never ave ſpoken thoſe 
Aer fr de of Martborough ud 
witch Wag umohimy and that ehcp 
And by dim init; and have mude- 
A; fordorwithftanding when my Brother 
ad told them gb it; 'chey- emed to habe 
range of it, and to de unwilling to own it, mer 
Uchte might be, decauſe thy were then u 
wether influekcs, their Fol pft, Oliver #9 
lead; and hisſon Richard, their Plane of Rem, 
had called a Parltamert, which was at that tine 
bing. amongſt whom there were many per- 


ſav of honor 3 who (as I have been told) had 2 
reſolution 


deo) 
reſolution to queſtion theſe Commiſſioners, ho 


touching their pier and their efJings ; ud 
was enough. to make the Malbemegb mea 
tremble, and-pofiibly therefore they ann 
their Note, becuuſe the times were changed. 
£30 I muſt tell thee likewiſe, that ſome of the 
witneſſes who were ſo fierce againſt me, (n 
fi — — — — rey lear 
ing of the Conmiſtioners)demanded and receiy 
from Mr. Stern, os he hath told me, confiden- 


23 for their inciadent charges which thy 
d heen at in appearing ſo often againſt me 
todear me out of my living: conceivinghs- 
Eke, that if the Connni ſuioner were ſo wel jul 
for their injuſſice, then might they expect to 
d for their perjuries 2 and (conſidering the 
conditions of ſome of them) I believe that they 
got (as ſame pwr, cheep Knights of the if) 
{wer at a loꝶ rate; or for a few fix pence! ct 
hilar. /ifion Fincbin doubtleſs knew hoy 
,velue his Oaths,aswell as be did his bread 40d 
cheeſe; and much goeording to thoſe Salla 
io the Goſpel, that would not be bired to bei 
felſs witneſs; but for lerge money, 
JI :Þ* $510 
rand clearly thoſe words of Mr. Stem, thit 
hs expected that I ſhould pey « fiſibs of their ini 
n charges, put me in mind. of ſomething 
which Thad read of Phocion of Athens, who be 
ing unjuſtiy condemned to death, was after - 
ward inforced to byy his poyſon, and to 4 at 
1 | (har gel 
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| dagafor his wn Execuuen : theſe men ſerving 
de in the ſame manner: for (as not content to 
take away all that I had) they would have 
male te ply ibem for undoing of me. And as in 
tlie d in another particular likewiſe : for (as 
thinking they had not enough undone, in turn- 
üg eme out of my beuſe, on the reperations 
ers ind the mounds, I had laid out neer an 
inbred pounds) Mr. Stern prefers a Bill againft 
 geiothe „(J being incouraged 
den. chertunto by theſe men) for dilepiderions,to the 
te aof more then I think be is boneftly worth: 
8 eL anno think that Mr. Stern ever would 
Mey preſer d ſuch a Bil againſt me, unleſs it 
been upon their incouragement ; nor do I be- 
ole ere that tbey would ha ve incouraged him there- 
e wor unleſßt they had thought with the wiſe 
b ee the Pſalm, That they ſhould never be moved; 


long fucreſt in cheir wickedneſſes having 
them wich that deluſion, that God did own 
id bit and from this conſideration, that 
the. Dine power made uſe of them as the in- 
vent of his diſpleaſure, to correct others by, 
(which ſober men take to be an argument of 
hid iſples ſure, rather then of his fur) they 
forthwith ſooth themſelves up that they were 
lis Sebved ones. Theſe men little dreaming 
that their foundation was laid upon Oliver: and 
dat Oliver's foundation was laid upon the moſt 
„ "pardllefd wickedneſs that this Land was ever 
"= @gily of : and that a Building raiſed upon 


wickedneſs is never without a woe; and thee 
the 


(na) 

che higher ſuch & building. 5 carryed vp, th 
nere it is t 1 * N 111 
I told thee but a little hefore, that Mr. dim 
prefer d a Bill in the Exchequer againſt me fi 
dilepidations : I muſt tell thee now, that upen 
my anſwer he ſorbears to 333 „ as likeyiſe 
the reaſon why lie let bis ſute fall. When the 
Ball was diſmiſt the Cm, for want of proſem 
tion, L had a fun for coſt for nm-proſecots 
on; which an Arturney ſerving upon him, als 
him, Mathis teafod was thut ( ſince he had bo 
gun his ſure) be did not gaon with it ? To u, 
Mr. Stern makes his anſwer to this purpoſe; 
That the times were variou, every moneth brings 
ing forth ſome. change, arid: chat this was-it 
which made him give over; for, ſaid he,ſhould 
it come to that paſs, that Cærolm Der pritis 
ſnould be written inſtead of Cyſtodes Libertas 
Aug/ie,ortun eſſes, all his hopes would periſb: 
from which words of his it is evident enough, 
chut he him ſolf tiſtru fled his n vaſe, if prœcer- 
ins ſnould tome co be legt and that all the 
hopes he had that his ſure ſhould ſucceed, um 
only from this, thar-wickeeeſt ſhould till pre- 
voii; ſor that then he might;;expeR to find 
ſnch Barons in the Exchequet, as he had found 
Conmuſſionens at Mirtborough. | 


--T have not yet! done with this 15 J. choye 
incident (and when F have done with that I 
have done withall) for let me now obſerve un- 
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to'thed/what u Prneficia trade theſe Maribe» 
u men tazde of it, let che wind fit which 
my it would. I think in this particular,out-do- 
ing the ert themſel ves, for they would ſo far 
all they would torn it to their advantage: for 
— EE _ ſummoned, ar not 

mn, ej arte d or not ejected, yet, 
bethie hare whar it could be, it proved alwayes 
oben auſt for them, 
Ian may bat little of the former, becauſe it 
never wis mine own caſe, yet there are thoſe 
. that can tell you how often 
». x their agent vifited chem, and what 
bis;/bafiveſs was, what dangers be ſets before 
them, and what advice he gives to prevent 
aremovethoſe dangers; in brief che buſineſs 
it Une eademq; mann ſome quarterly feel- 
de muſt be paid for preventing that form 
ua was of his own raifing. And then for 
theſe who had been ſummoned to appear before 
them; I have cold thee that all the Aſobarge 
which they had, was any until further Order; 
which muſt needs keeps them in a continual fear, 
and force them to a continual charge: nothing was 
too guad, nothing too much for theſe Marlborough 
men and their wives. And now as touching 
ſuch who were in my condition ejected, they 
bad that Art, that if they could get nothing by 
keeping of them in, they would be fare to ge: 
by turning them out. And here I can ſpeak upon 
mine own knowledge, 20 J. Mr. Bliſſet had (I 


Know 


' (254). 
know not for what elſe) for putting My. Sm 
in, and 15. l. they demanded for thruſting me 
out; tis good being a hang-man upon ſuch 
terns ; and queſtiooleſs this was enough to 
make me ſcandalow, becauſe I would not dad, 
and they were reſolved to get by me one way ot 
other. I have read of ſeveral perſons, who ig 
this particular, have been ſomewhat like theſe 
Commiſſioners ; but the fitteſt exanple for then, 
is that of ſome Sheep-ftealers that I have heard 
of, who have been ſo miſchievouſly thieviſh, ba 
they would deſtroy the ſheep for no other cauſe, bit 
that they might have the wool. And now one would 
think that they had undone me as much as poſ- 
ſible, and yet Mr. Stern hath told me, that bei 
a greater looſer then my ſelf, that I am 400!. 
the worſe, but that he is 500 l. the worſe; ſo 
that to me he ſeems co have met with ſome of 
ſuch a diſpoſition whereof Thave heard a Al- 
ler to be, who flole five pecks out of a Buſpel. And 
if it be as Mr. Stern hath reported it, Mr. Bliſſt 
hath not been wanting to himſelf in this bas 
ſineſs; for be hath not only made the Vic 
ridge of Box bring him in plentiful returns to his 
Treeſury for the preſent ; but alſo be hath 
ſo providently provided it, that it ſhall 
yield him a crop after we are dead and gone; 
for as Mr. Stern told me, he bath gotten the 
next preſentation to the place: ſo that now 1c 
is not to be wondred, that he uin d me firtt, 
and (after he had received his largeſs from him) 


cared not how ſoon Mr. Stern were gone * 
| the 


/ (v8) 
place, in order whereurito it was endex- 
red that he ſhould be made weary of it; 

ecauſe his turn was next : and ſo upon Mr. 
dun avoidanice, he might make uſe a nd be- 
refi of his Preſentatiun, Theſe, Mr. Bälſſet, art 
| that | ſuperſede a former Lirrun- 
bitſoever. 4: f A5 


faces w 
Aud now by way of, Conluſion, I had 
thonght to have eddeſſed my ſelf to our re- 
donned Patriots now fitting in the high Court 
I Faliencnt, and humbly: to have begged this 
piece of juſtice from them, That they (ho cal 
greater Oppreſſors to an acenunt, and force them to 
oft wp their il gotten morſels, the incomes of their 
Afreſtons, bribery, perjury,. ſubernations, and the 
price of bloud) would not think it below them to 
kk wot ſuch men as theſe : in their places in- 
deed much inferior, but to their power altoge- 
ther as mi/chievous. Nor ſhould I have any aim 
r end of mine own in it; neither reporation 
nor ſai ſaetim for my loſſes ſuſtained, ſhould I 
have looked for. Only this I conceive moſt equi- 
uble, that if 7 were content to ſit down quietly 
by ny loſſes unjuſtly ſuſtained, then ſhould they be 
to ſurrender up thoſe gains, which they 
beve unjuſtly got : it would be too great a tem- 
ſtation to future ages to make them adventure 
on the like, if they ſhould hear that ſuch 
who were guilty of ſuch horrid crimes, ſhould 
Jet go cleerly off with the profits of their 
Bickedreſe. But ſince his Mejeſtiet gracious per- 


nod 
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mieten to thele. 5 I ſhall not iv 
r ; 
1 : May they injoy (if it wh 
tro with) rhe returns of cheirinjafic, | 
"May. Bis Afariborough friends chrin 
berrer by weir \Conmiſſoxerſdip, then they an 
likely to do by their purchaſe at Panty, Ye 
this may we ſay ſafely of them, although ne 
can 1 — that they 
on Pike ade an the Feet ſpeaks: 


| Juv. dat. 10 nninisu debore Benot, pratenia, men(s. 


They ow to their. own Crimes for their eſtate, 
And 3 let me 3 that notwih- 
ing che Hamel, the jon or com. 
plaint againſt them, for Fx; — be t4+ 
ken away; yer that the Cue, the gyilt of them 
- itt remains upon their ſouls. Yea and further 
yer ler me add, that notwithftanding the Hu- 
reli were remitted unto them without their fi- 
pentance, or perchance ſo much as their deſire, 
yet chat their Cupa, their guilt will not. 
| | "Ora, 
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